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into the MSS marketplace at the earliest possible date! Conversely, as noted by ICO, permitting

that subsequent phase, authorize any additional eligible 2 GHz MSS applicants.
l

As ICO

technical and band sharing rules in a subsequent phase of the rule making proceeding and (iv) in

incumbent MSS licensees (e.g., Big LEO licensees such as Iridium, TRW, Globalstar, Constella-
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properly noted in the Petition, this approach will promote competition by bringing new entrants

Celsat supports ICO's proposal in the Petition that the Commission should (i)

Celsat America, Inc. ("Celsat"), by undersigned counsel, hereby submits the

expeditiously establish eligibility requirements for spectrum at 2 GHz to provide mobile satellite

spectrum to provide MSS) that satisfy these initial eligibility requirements, (iii) adopt further

(the "Petition").

seIVice ("MSS"), (ii) immediately license new entrants (ie, those entities not currently assigned

ments for the 2 GHz Mobile Satellite SeIVice filed by ICO SeIVices Limited on July 17, 1998

following comments on the Petition for Expedited Rule Making to Establish Eligibility Require-

In the Matter of :

ICO SERVICES LIMITED
Petition for Expedited Rule Making To
Establish Eligibility Requirements for the
2 GHz Mobile Satellite SeIVice



Dated: August 27, 1998

making and adopt ICO's new entrant proposal.
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Respectfully submitted,

By:

While Celsat agrees that the Commission should initiate an expedited rule making, it
cannot support all elements of ICO's proposed package of rules appended to the Petition
as Attachment A. Celsat's concerns, which relate to the proposed band segmentation plan
and geographic scope of service, can be fully addressed in the rule making and pose no
impediment to the immediate initiation of the proceeding.

qualified new entrants such as Celsat from entering the market and competing on an equal

provide MSS at 2 GHz. 3 In order to fully realize the benefits to American consumers of the

tion Communications, Inc., and Mobile Communications Holdings, Inc., as well as TMI and

lnmarsat) to obtain additional MSS spectrum at 2 GHz will stifle competition by precluding

footing. Celsat strongly supports ICO's proposal to expeditiously authorize new entrants to

affordable MSS service that Celsat is ready to provide. the FCC should promptly initiate a rule
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