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July 23, 1998

FCC
Office of Public Affairs
1919 M Street NW
Washington, DC 20554

Gentlemen:

RE '··."'~ 1. ,
1,.,

DOCKE1 FILE OOPY ORIGINAL

This is an extremely unhappy DISH Network customer writing.
Last week-end, without any notice, all of my West Coast network
channel feeds started originating from Los Angeles. Previously
CBS originated in San Francisco, ABC from Seattle, and only
NBC from Los Angeles. The Los Angeles news broadcasts were
our least favorite; in fact, we almost never watched them
because they have NO comprehension of what constitutes news.
They think that what occurs in the entertainment industry is
news and that someone living in other than Los Angeles actually
cares about what a particular star is doing. One of the new
channels even broadcasts horoscopes during their news program.

I contacted DISH Network and was informed that they were ordered
to make the change by the FCC. I'm told that the FCC is upset
with dish customers receiving the network channels illegally
when they can get them through other means. Such is not the
case with my family.

We live on a farm in Clarno, Oregon. The nearest television
station is 100 miles away but we are unable to receive it because
we live in a valley at 1300 feet surrounded by mountains over
4000 feet - otherwise a DEEP HOLE! We are unable to rece~ve

even radio stations.

If the FCC has problems with some customer,s, then deal with
those customers. It is not fair to punish those of us DISH
customers who subscribe to the network channels legally in order
to reach those few who are illegal. As a family living on a
farm in East Central Oregon, a Los Angele~ qhannel has no
relevance to my life. At least the Seattt'eand San Francisco
stations included some Oregon news and the opportunity to see
the weather affecting us.

Please find a common sense solution for dealing with your
problem.

--- ---.._----- .~.
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PUBLIC SERVICE DIV.
OMD-PIRS

JUL 28 4 51 PH '98

RE"""
,.~ ,~

."''"' '.,

DOCICE1 FILE COPY ORIGINAL

To Whom It May Concern:

I have just been told that due to a recent FCC regulation that took effect on July 20th, the
company that I buy my programming from for my satellite dish is unable to provide me
with the ABC station that I have always had.

I am extremely unhappy about this tum ofevents since the ABC station I had was the local
SeauIe afftliate and I was able to get local news and weather. According to Dish Network,
this is because they have had the ability to provide me with that station taken away from
them because of your regulation.

I wish to register a loud complaint! Why should owners of satellite dishes be penalized!
Cable companies can offer local network stations. Why can't satellite dish companies?

I would like to hear from someone at this office about this matter. Please let me know what
I and everyone else can do to get this regulation removed. I want my local station back..J
don't think that's a lot to want!! Just one local station....
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C. E. Runacres, Jr. o\l ,~~
P. O. Box 206 4 So \ \'\

Easton, WA 98925 .. 1%

July 24, 1998
Federal Communications Commission
Office of Public Affairs
1919 M St. N. W.
Washington D C 20554

Dear Commissioners:

DOCKET FILE COPY ORIGINAL

The purpose of this ISler is to protest vigorously (I'm mad as Hell) What I have
been informed is a recent action of yours.

We live in an area about 100 miles from Seattle which dominates much of the
area in the State of Washington and northern Oregon as well. We invested in a small
satellite system and were aseured that this would provide access to KOMO TV in
Seattle. The investment was made and the system was instaRed and aU went well
unti' Monday of this week wMn KOMO TV was no longer available and was
substituted by a TV station in tos Angeles. OUr system was "Dish" and when we
inquired as to what happeneci. we were informed by "Dish" that the change was a
legat requirement of the FCC. As we understand it "Primetime West" now comes from
three stations in the Los AnQlllas area instead of Los Angeles, San Francisco, and
(most importantly) KOMO TV In Seattle. If you are acquainted with the area, you would
probably realize that one staliDn in Los Angeles is an abundance of that southern
Caltfornia culture. Most impor1lantly it robs us of what is going on in the major city in the
NorthwestI

This change of slimin",ng Seattle and substituting, without notice or
agreement, Los Angeles is.~ous to the following: I agree to buy a cow from
"Dish" land or the FCC for C(ltltinuing services of milk and I make the investment of
dairy equipment in reliance ofl·your agreement to sell the use of a cow. However, after
I have had the cow for a whill you say you are going to substitute a horse wfthout
consulting me. VVhile mare'siittilk may be nutritious, I don't want it. Give me the cow.

I am sending a copy of this letter to: Echo Star Comm. Corp, P. O. Box 33sn
Northglenn, Co. 80233 who ••ovided information. I am also sending a copy of this
letter to my senator, Slade Garton, and my congressman, Doc Hastings, for their
assistance.

I also believe I am entitled to a response from you.

Very tru'y yours,

C. E. Runacres, Jr.
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23 July 1998

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M St., NW
Washington DC 20554

Gentlemen:
DOCICE IFK.E COPY ORIGINAL

This letter is in regard to the decision made nearly a year ago to take the Washington, DC station offDirect
Satellite Systems. This station was replaced by an £de, PA station. I will never understand this - Erie,
PA????? Would you please reconsider bringing the Washington DC station back to Satellite TV and to the
San Diego area. I find it very hard to understand why the nation's capital stations would be taken off. All
major laws and decisions affecting our everyday lives happen there and it is truly regretful we do not have
the privilege of seeing this station.

It would greately appreciated if this decision were reevaluated and we could have our nation's capital
back on satellite television.

Sincerely,

Q.~~
D. 1. Collins
P.O. Box 710715
San Diego, CA 92171

Copy to:
Direct Satellite Systems

ic'C'd
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REf
R.R.l, Box 154C
Klingerstown, PA 17941
July 25, 1998

FCC Office ofPublic Affairs
1919M St. Northwest
Washington D.C. 20554

To Whom It May Concern:

Recently I purchased a television satellite from Dish Network. The reason I
purchased a satellite was because ofthe poor reception we would receive
with a television antenna and the fact that cable television is not available in
our vicinity.

When I asked Dish Network about purchasing the network package (ABC,
CBS, NBC, PBS, and FOX), I was told my location (determined by zip
code) didn't qualify for this service. I live in ~ very rural, mountainous area;
because of this our television reception via antenna is poor. Additionally,
cable television is not available.

I am strongly urging you to reevaluate the 17941 zip code. I definitely feel
there's a need for major network availability through the satellite in the
17941 zip code area. Please reconsider your ruling!

Thank you for your consideration.

. iCC'd,__O_·__
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. Racelia Gunderson

2435 Lee Way
Bellingham, WA 98226
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