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Server protocol: HTTP/1.0
Remote host: 192.216.128.30
Remote lP address: 192.216.128.30

Sincerely,
Jeff Wright

You should be aware that DBSC was authorized on March 21, 1998, to transmit on all of the frequency channels at
61.5 for a period of 180 days or until one of the other companies licensed at 61.5 launch a satellite to that location.
Please note, that this is only a temporary authorization.

Therefore, the only "surplus" DBS frequency channels available at 61.5 W.L. are channels 23 and 24. However, the
Commission is required to assign those channels through a competitive bidding process. If a DBS provider, such as
OBSC, applies for authorization to use channels 23 and 24, we will then be able to arrange for an auction of those
channels.
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I respectfully request that the F.C.C. consider granting Echostar a permanent licence to opperate on the surplus
DBS frequencies at 61.50 allowing them to better serve a growing number of viewers and providing needed
competition.

I recently began working with some people in this country from India. They, like many origionally from abroad, are
interested in seeing the foreign language channels (specifically ZeeTV) offered by one company, Echostar. These
people are also interested in receiving some American channels utilizing the same small (DBS) DISH used to see
ZeeTV.
I sent a letter to Echostar requesting that they consider adding a few select general interest channels to their satellite
at 61.50.
The response I got back stated that they would strongly consider doing this, once a permanent licence to broadcast
on additional frequencies at that location was recieved.

Of the 32 frequency channels at 61.5, EchoStar's subsidiary, Direct Broadcasting Satellite Corporation (DBSC) is
assigned even numbered channels 2-22. The 11 odd-numbered channels 1-21 have been assigned to R/L DBS and
the 8 even and odd numbered channels 25-32 have been assigned to Dominion Video Satellite, Inc. (Dominion).
Only the remaining two channels, 23 and 24, are unassigned.

There are 32 "frequency channels" available at the 61.5 W.L. orbital position for Direct Broadcast Satellite (DBS)
use. (A "frequency channel" can generally provide 6-8 "channels of programming.")

Thank you for your comments regarding EchoStar Satellite Corporation's use of the 61.5 w.L. orbital position. You
requested that the FCC consider granting EchoStar a permanent license to operate on the "surplus" DBS
frequencies at 61.5 w.L.
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Dear Commissioner:

This is to request that your commission take steps to establish a viewing standard that will ensure that all of us who
cannot receive an acceptable network picture using a conventional rooftop antenna can continue to receive network
programming via satellite. We live in an area defined as "predictive Grade B" and cannot get a picture with the
antenna because of the distance we live from the broadcast towers. This Grade B contour was never intended to be
used to determine whether or not a consumer can receive an acceptable picture; rather, it was originally intended as
a rough calculation to prevent broadcast signals from interfering with one another. In this era of broadened
communications, it is essential that we continue to be able to receive these network communications as clearly as
possible. Please put a stop to the recent Florida court order which will cause millions of us satellite viewers to lose
our network service. This is an unfair, anti-consumer shut-off.

Thank you very much.
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I am a satelite service subscriber and feel that the rules governing that service need to be changed. First, I ugre you
to establish a viewing standard that will ensure that all families who cannot receive an acceptable network picture
using an conventional outdoor rooftop antenna can receive network programming via satellite. In addition, I ask you
to stop this unfair court order until the new standard is in place.
Second, I am well aware of the fact that the Grade B contour was never intended to be used to determine whether or
not a consumer can receive an acceptable picture. It was originally intended as a rough calculation to prevent
broadcast signals form interfering with one another. Finally, as you were asked by Congress, it is time to define
"Grade B" for the purposes of protecting the right of every U.S. consumer to receive high-quality network service.
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