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Federal Communications Commission
Office ofthe Secretary
1919 M Street, NW, Room 222
Washington, DC 20554
ATTN: RM-9335

Dear Sirs:

I have this very minute received your hard copy communication regarding Grade "B"
television reception. It states that you will take comments and pleas up until September 11, 1998.
I write in hope that you will hear our plea.

We are a household which falls under your Satellite Home Viewer Act of 1988, 17 U.S.C. 119.
This particular act seems to serve commercial organizations but fails to serve the people everyone
professes to be in business to serve.

After years ofvery poor TV reception with a local antenna we treated ourselves to a satellite dish
and a satellite carrier. We live out in the country in the foothills ofthe Appalachians, and our
local reception is terrible, although someone (who hasn't been here) has labeled it Grade "B".
Cable TV is unavailable to us , so we felt this was our only option ifwe wanted to see programs
such as ETV and others. At the time ofpurchase, we were not informed that we still might not be
able to receive certain stations because ofbroadcast signal rights.

We feel this is most unfair to the little guy...us, even though it may be fair to those who own
broadcast rights to stations we were receiving via satellite. Ifyou were going to make such a law,
you should have forced the satellite companies and local broadcasters to inform us ofyour
decision prior to our purchasing a satellite system.

Why should the American citizen have to purchase a rooftop antenna to get poor reception when
it is possible to purchase the same reception from a satellite carrier? Why not make the carrier
pay the local station? Why have you taken our right to choose away from us? It seems to me to
be most undemocratic and not at all the American way.

We hope you will reconsider and help us. Thank: you for your time.

Sincerely yours,

<;;"-'50an Nc:ell..~~e
Susan Noell Robinette
e-mail: lamar@clemson.campus.mci.net No. 01 CopiM rec'd 0
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