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FCC WT Docket 98-143

FCC SECRETARY - Magalie Roman Salas
Office of the Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 "Mit Street N.W. Room 222
Washington, D.C. 20554

As licensed amateur radio volunteer examiners, we are concerned about
the proposed changes in amateur radio licensing. We can appreciate that with
computerization, one does not need to learn code to transmit it. On the other
hand, the successful passing of the Morse Code requirement is what separates
this hobby from CB radio and give it some semblance of prestige. By
simplifying licensing requirements, you will overload the already crowded
amateur bands. Anyone who has ever attempted to have a QSO on a Field Day
weekend will attest to this.

We cruise on the west coast of Mexico where all licensed hams have full
band privileges under Mexican reciprocal laws. The newly licensed amateurs
compromise the general bands dUring their learning process, as well as the
digital frequencies. They should be restricted to a smaller bandwidth and then
earn the right to transmit on the general band. This right should be earned by
code testing, not merely a written exam that can be memorized and forgotten.

If you water down the requirements for General class licensing, you will
create severe problems of overcrowding. The result will be that only the larger,
powerful land stations will have access to the amateur bands and the weaker
maritime mobile stations will be lost to the hobby.

We are in favor of retaining the code requirements as they stand.

Sincerely

Geves S. Kenny and Jane L. Kenny
KG6CB N6EEC
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September24,1998

198 Saw Mill Drive West
Berkeley Heights,N.J. 07922

In the matter of 1998 Biennial Regulatory Review-Amendment ofpart 97 ofthe
Commission's Amateur Service Rules,FCC WT Docket 98-143".

My comments are as follow:

1. Reduce the number of license classes from six to four.

2.Require 5 wpm-cw code test speed for all licenses.

3.Multiple choice code tests should be administered.

4.The total pool oftest examination questions should remain the same as now.

5.An enforcement process should be established requiring persons bringing complaints of
interference to the Commission to include a draft order to show cause to iniate a
revocation or cease-and-desist hearing proceeding.

~
pectfullY submitted,

-1t'1~
Herbert . Hatton N2VSY
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