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FCC SECRETARY, Magalie Roman Salas
Office of the Secretary, Federal Communications Commission
1919 "M" Street N.W., Room 222,
Washington, D.C. 20554

In the matter of 1998 biennial Regulatory Review -- Amendment of Part 97 of the
Commission's Amateur Service Rules, FCC WT Docket 98-143:

Ie, have two classes that operators can be licensed in. Have a General class, and
Q an Iflv class, both based on a difficult theory test. The theory test I had to take could have
~ by a smart six-year old child. People who have a General class license, in my plan,
i ~w an awesome amount about what goes on behind their control panel. People who hold
:: illdvfPfOO class should know even more, and prove it on a test AFl'ER holding a General class
~ years. Some will not pass a difficult radio-theory test the fat time, and maybe not the
Seconctdime, but it will keep Amateur Radio from becoming CB radio.

~As for Code, many smart people don't have the time to learn a new language. At one time
in Amateur history it was necessary , now it should be just an option -- at whatever speed.

As for enforcement policies, each operator should have 'easy-mail' cards supplied by the
ARRL. Han offender can be identified, and three or more cards come in to the FCC concerning
said offender, official inquiry should then be made. The complaint must include the complainant's
call-letters.

Thank you for your time

and considenlion, k
if~~~ ,

808 11th Street, West Babylon, LI, NY, 11704
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Magalie Roman Salas, Office of the Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N. W.
Room 222,
Washington, DC 20554

18 Nottingham Dr.
Athens, OH 45701
(740) 592-2371
September 29, 1998

6''.

Re: in the matter of 1998 biennial regulatory review--AMENDMENT OF PART 97 OF
THE COMMISSION'S AMATEUR SERVICE RULES, FCC WT DOCKET 98-143.

Gentlemen and Ladies:

I have read the FCC proposal for the restructuring of the amateur radio bands. First,
I believe that a Morse Code requirement is needed for access to the HF bands, and the
General Class License. Second, proficiency in receiving Morse Code to attain a General
Cl. License need only be five words per minute. Third, greater proficiency in receiving
M~ Code would be necessary for the Advanced Class License, and this should be 12

....~~o~ per minute, and this should be the highest level of Morse Code proficiency needed.
~ :~':the~ levels of Morse Code proficiency are similar to those of other developed nations.
iii ~~~ en
: itSon

~ Q~~ ceWith regard to the number and classes of licenses, four is certainly a good number.
"'How~er, I believe the proposal offered by the American Radio Relay League (ARRL) to be

muci!llore equitable in that no licensee loses any privileges. Under that proposal Extra
Class licensees become Class A; Advanced Class licensees become Class B; Novice,
Technician Plus, and General licensees become Class C, and are granted extensive HF
privileges, and Technician licensees become Class D. All in all, I must say that the
ARRL proposal for restructuring is well thought out, leaves few questions unanswered, and
no one with a loss of privileges. I recommend adopting this proposal because it addresses
the concerns that I have mentioned above, e.g., Morse Code requirement, Morse Code
proficiency levels, and maintaining/improving current radio operating privileges.

Sincerely,

~.~~~
N8XWO
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Laird Wilcox
KIIORDL

PO Box 2047
Olathe, KS 66051
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I. til. matt. of 1998 w.,.taJ~ ..... - Am......t
of Put: 97 01 the eo..I...... Aaatev 8enice R1I1., PCC WI'
Docket 98-143, Iwoald IIIIe to" t1I.e f...... .,......ta:

I ttd.k tllat CcMl. pN8cleacy III aa -tilt-ted. ...
O1ltdatecl r foI' the Iieea.... of aaateu racUo opent.a
of aay c1au. It Ie DO loaI- o1ajectively aec•••., '01' ..,. pupo.e.
It'. oaly fu&ctioa Ie to keep people O1lt of..ateu radio.

I aIIIO tIIt.1I: the teat r.......ta '01' tile ........ of aaat.8n
la tile teeh.lcIaa ....~ cJua are too atrict. Aaatev:ratllo
~ton aIacMaW. be teated. oa .....t III act1Ia1ly aec•••uy to .....,
Rch as til. Pee raJ.ea, Iood o.-atba& pnctt.., ... ao 08. TIle
pI'...t t......, paoactIcea ... bdtIate4 ..... ....,. .......
actaaUy 1raIlt tIutI:r 0WIl ra'" ... alaoat ao1MMly t1a.at
""'OI"e. B1ectI'oa&ca .....tIH of t1le1enl la til. pI'_t teIta III
aot aeceuuy. It'. oaly fllactioD is to keep PeOple out of aaa~
radio.

I hope tile eo..'.toa wiD coaaW. tll_ 'riewa uul bdaI tile
Amateu Radio ....nce lato the 21- Centuy.


