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C_ouJ"i_d_e_u_1fajj_1y_Qf_lle_lrnJJs•>li_ssio1LC011seJlLARrcemc111s 
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LIN Television Corporation dlb/a LIN Media ("LIN") hereby submits ils comments in rcs1>onsc 
to 1he above-referenced Public Notice.1 These commenls arc timely filed. 

LIN apprecia1es !hat !he Commission's staff has recognized concerns ofbroaclcaslcrs and olher 
programmers regarding 1he high ly sensitive nalure of relransmission consenl and 01her progrnmming 
agreements by issuing 1he Publ ic Notice. LIN was among the broadcaslers who suggeslecl by letter elated 
Seplember 11, 2014, which was at1ached to !he Publ ic Notice {"Sept. 11 Letler"), that the Commission 
review malcrials in the possession of 1he U.S. Department of Justice, rather than dislriblll'c !hem withmu 
redactions to laq~e numbers of individuals in the instant 11roceedings. 

LIN responds to the Commission's ques1ions in !he Public No1ice below by a) explaining how 
LIN's everyday actions demonstralc the highly sensitive nalurc ofr.:lransmission consent agreements, b) 
describing potenlial deficiencies in exis1ing confidenl iality procedures, and c) supporting certain 
proposals described in the Sep!. 23 Ex l'm·tes (as defined in the Public Nol ice). 

Retransmission Consent Agreements Arc Exlremely Scnsith'C 

LIN !reals rclrnnsmission consent agreements in the calcgory of ils mos! highly sensilive 
corpornle documents. Access 10 the entirety of Li N's retransmission consent ngrecment claiabase is 
limited lo only a few people who are engaged in negotinlion, monitoring, and enforcement of these 
agreements. Olher lhan lhese few individuals, LIN only provides certa in financial lenns to its highcsl 
ranking corpora1e officers and the board of direclors of its corpornle parent Even those individuals, 
!hough, don't have access to !he enlire dnlabase. No1ably, LIN does 1101 share relrnnsmission consenl 
agreemcnls or rate informal ion wilh ils slat ion General Managers or other slation-level employees. 
Indeed, LIN rarely shares ils rc1ransmission consen1 agreemenls or rate infonnalion even wi1h outside 
connsel, who do not have access 10 LIN's dalabase of retransmission consenl ngreemenls. LIN firmly 
believes Iha! a wider distribution ofcompelit ively sensitive rate informal ion could lead lo leakage, even 
by !hose 1ha1 have !he best ofinlentions. Thal is why LIN maintains such tight conlrol of those people 
1ha1 can receive relransmission consenl rate infornml ion. 

1 Public Notice, Media Bureau Seeks Comment on Issues Raised by Certain Programmers And Broadcasters 
Regarding lhe Prncluction of Certain Documents in Comcast-Time Wamcr Cable-Charter and AT&T-DirecTV 
Transact ion Proceedings, MB-Docket Nos. 14-57, 14-90, DA M-1383 (rel. September 23, 2014) ("Public Notice"). 
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Exist ing Confidentinlity Protections nre Insufficient for Ilelrnusmissiou Consent Terms 

LIN notes that tl1ere arc a large 1111mber of parties 10 1he above-referenced lransaclion 
appl icat ions. By numbers alone, the a111011111 of people who would have access 10 highly sensitive 
competitive information wi1hout rcdac1io11 11 11der lhe existing proposed confidentiality protect ions are 
stnggering. Even with the purest of mot ives, each additional ind ividual who has access lo this highly 
sensitive information increases the risk of improper disclosure, whelher intentiona l or not.2 

And, that leakage, even if i11adve1te111 or subconscious, can have a grave effect on the 
marketplace. The disclosure of highly sensitive price infonnalion can set "ceilings" or " floors" on what 
parties may be will ing to pay or be 1>aid (depending on the nature of the information and the 1>a11y).3 

LTN S111mol'ls Greate r Confidentialitv lhm1 Existing Procedures 

As described in the Sept. I I Letter, LIN believes that the Commission can have adequate nccess 
lo competitively sensitive terms by reviewing documents localed al the U.S. Department of.Justice. 
Should such an option no! be available, LIN supports the greatest protection that the Commission feels it 
can provide for this information. 

No matter which option is chosen, LIN believes that there should be the right of object ion for the 
progrnmmer (e.g., broadcaster) prior to review of the programmer's materials by anyone outside the FCC. 
In addilion, any review should be done on the FCC's premises or a nmt11ally agreed upon third pa11y 
locat ion where 1he programmer can have someone present and no copying, notes, or taking of images 
would be allowed. 

Conclusion 

In conclusion, LIN has shown by its actions - not just words - the competit ive sensitivity of 
retmnsmission consent tern1s by its extensive controls on its own internal dissemination. LIN therefore is 
concerned by large numbers of people having access to non-redacted competitively sensitive terms under 
existing procedures. LIN prefers that the Commission np1>ly the highest degree of confident iality to th is 
information. In any event, LIN believes that programmers should have a direct means to object prior to 
dissemination of their highly conficlential informat ion and that those who view such information should 
do it under strict procedural controls (e.g., location, redaction and ban on copying). 

Very truly yours, 

Jos~ 

2 See, e.g .. Leucr from Mace Rosenstein 10 Marlene H. Dortch, dated Sep1e111ber 23, 2014 in MB Dockc! Nos. 14· 
57, 1•1-90, alp. 2) "These individuals 1hcreforc would be in a posil ion lo lake inlo account in 1he con1cx1 ofc111Tcn1 
or f111111·e nego1ia1ions .. whe1hcr subliminally or purposeful . .. ". 
3 See, e.g .. Response B1·ief of Fisher Communicat ions, Inc., received September I t, 20 13 (available al 
hups:/lwww.cou1·1s.wa.gov/con1en!/Briefs/A02/ll55773%20Res11ondcnl"s.!li!!) (las! visiled Se pl ember 24, 20 I 4). 




