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We are writing to urge the Commission to clarify the meaning of "not-for-profit hospital" 

utilized by the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) in making determinations for 
eligibility in the Healthcare Connect Fund (Program). We are concerned that the USAC's 
current interpretation of "not-for-profit hospital" fails to recognize the increased usage of 
integrated delivery models in the health care sector, and undermines the goals of the Program by 
limiting the Commission's desired development of a consortium approach to creating broadband 
health care networks. 

We understand that the USAC has interpreted "not-for-profit hospital" to mean a building 
with beds that is licensed to provide acute care services under state law. However, this 
interpretation ignores the fact that the integrated delivery models now utilized in the health care 
sector have significantly expanded the role of ambulatory care centers and hospital employed 
medical staff offices as a means to care for the patient population. 

The USAC's interpretation of"not-for-profit hospital" excludes many health care 
providers in our states who are considered part of non-profit facilities in other legal contexts. 
The exclusion of these providers undermines the Program's desired objective of encouraging the 
creation of state and regional broadband health care networks comprised of providers that span 
the continuum of care from rural health clinics to urban specialist practices. 

As a result, we believe the Commission should clarify as soon as possible that the term 
"not-for-profit hospital" within the Program would include all health care delivery locations of 
an entity licensed under state law that directly or indirectly operates one or more hospital 
facilities. This clarification would provide the certainty necessary to allow health systems in our 
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states and across the country to move forward with the planning and design of their respective 
broadband networks. 

Thank you for your full and fair consideration of this important matter. 

Mike Coffman 
Member of Congress 

Luke A. Messer 
Member of Congress 

Adam Kinzinger 
Member of Congress 

1<!o~ 
Rodney L; 1Javi 
Member of Congress 

Sincerely, 

Member of Congress 

ory Gard er 
Member of Congress · 

~ W~tei· 
Jackie Walorski 
Member of Congress 

&v~ 
Todd Rokita 
Member of Congress 

> 



FEDERAi.. COMMUNIC ATIONS COMMISSION 

W ASHINGTON 

o,.r,cc or 
111t (-HA.lllO•AN 

The Honorable Roben l.. Lana 
U.S. I louse of Reprcsenlllti"e~ 
2448 Rayburn House 011icc Building 
Washington. O.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman I .alla: 

Septcmhcr 19. 2014 

Thank you for> our letter urging the Commission to clarify the meaning of the tcnn "not­
for-profil hospital." Your' icws arc imponant to me and will be considered as pan orthe 
Commission· s re\ ic\\ of th is mailer. 

As pan of it!> O\ersight of the implementation of the Healthcare Connect Fund (HCF) 
program. the Commission has recei,ed quc!>tions regarding the definition of the tenn .. not-for­
profit-hospital" and its npplicat ion 10 some health core providers. As you may know, "not-for­
profit·hospital" is 11 stututory tenn that nppc11rs in Section 254(hX7)(0) of the Communications 
Act of 1934. as amended. Commission staff are nctively reviewing questions about tile 1enn's 
definition and seek lo reach 11 dctennination in as expeditious a manner as possible. In general. it 
is imponant that the types of health care consonia envisioned by the I ICf program have the 
nexibilit) 10 mcludc as members those enuties '"hich will provide as broad an arra) oftclehealth 
and 1elemedicine applic::uions as possible. "hilc also ensuring the program maintains sufficient 
funding to aid the beneficiaries for \\hich it is primarily intended: rural health care providers. 

I appreciate your interest in this mailer. Please let me know ifl can be of any funher 
assistance. 

Sincerely, 
I -~,....--./ 

Tom Wheeler 
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WAS HINGTO N 
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fhe I lonor-Jblc Mike CoJJman 
U.S. J louse ofRcprcscntai ivcs 
2443 Rayburn I louse Oflicc Building 
Washington. D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Coffman: 

\cp1cmllcr 19. 2014 

lllank ) ou for your lcner urging the Commission to clarify the meaning of the term .. no1-
for-profi1 hospital:· Your views arc imponanl 10 me and will be considered as pnn of1he 
Commi~sion·s review of this moner. 

As pan of its oversight oflhc 1mplcmcn1a1ion ofihc Hcahhcorc Connect Fund (l ICF) 
program. the Commission has received questions regarding lite definition of the term "not-for­
pmli1-hospi1111" and its applica1ion 10 some hcnl1h care providers. As you may know. "not-for­
prolit-hospital" is n statutory tenn that uppcari; in Section 254(h)(7)(B) of1hc Communic111ions 
Act of 1934, as amended. Commission staffur.: uctivcly reviewing questions 11bou1 1hc tem1's 
definition and seek 10 reach a dc1crminution in us expeditious a manner as p0$Siblc. In gcncml. it 
is imponan1 that the types of health care consonia envisioned by the l ICF program huvc the 
flexibility 10 include as members those cn1ities "h1ch wil l provide as broad an array of1elchcalth 
and tck:mcdicinc applications as possible. \\hile also ensuring the program mainlllins sufficient 
funding to aid the beneficiaries for \~hich it i~ primarily intended: rural health care provider... 

I appreciate your in1eres1 in this maner. Please let me kno\\ ifl cnn be ofnn) funher 
assistance. 

Tom Wheeler 



F EDEFlAL COMMUNIC ATION S C O MMISSION 

W ASHINGTON 

Or• 1 or 
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Thi! I lonon1blc Rodney Davis 
U.S. I louse of Representntives 
1740 Longworth House Oflicc Building 
Washington. D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Oa,is. 

eptcmb.:r 19. 2014 

Thank you for your lencr urging the Commi~ion to clarif) the meaning of the term "not­
for-profil hospital." Your views arc important to me and will be considen:d as part of the 
Commission's review of this ma11er. 

As part of its oversight of the implementation of the Healthcare Connect Fund (I !Cr) 
program. the Commission has received questions regarding the definition of the term "not-for­
protit-hospillll" and its application to some health care providers. As you muy know, "not-for­
profit-hospiml" is a statutory tcnn thot uppcars in Section 254(h)(7XB) of the Communicntions 
Act of 1934, us amended. Commission stafT arc actively reviewing questions uboul the tenn's 
definition and s1..-ck 10 reach a dctcnninution inns expeditious a manner ns possible. In general. it 
is llllportant that the types ofhenlth care consonia e1l\~sion~-d by the l ICF program hove the 
nexibilit) to include as members those entities which '~ill provide as broad an array oftdeheahh 
and telemcdicine applications tl!> possibk:, \\bile also ensuring the program maintains sufficient 
funding to aid the beneficiaries for" hich n is primarily intended: rural health care pro\i<lers. 

I appreciate )Our interest in this mnncr Please let me kno" ifl can be of an) funhcr 
assistance. 

Tom Wheeler 



F E.OE R AL C O MMU NICATIO N S C O MMISSION 

W ASHINGT O N 

01'1'1Cl: Ot 
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The llonomble Col) Gardner 
U.S. House ofRepresentames 
213 Cannon llousc Office Build u1g 
Washington. O.C 20515 

Dear Congressman Gardner· 

September 19. 2014 

lllanl.. you for )our letter urging lhc Commission to clarif)· the meaning of the term "not· 
for-profit hospital:· Your views arc important to me and \\W be considered as part of the 
Commission's review of this matter. 

As part of its \l\Crsight of the implementation of the Healthcare Connect Fund (llCP) 
progmm. the Commission ht1s received questions regarding the delinition of the term "n()t·for­
pmlit·hospitnl" and its opplicntion to some health care providers. As you may know, "not-for­
prolit-hospitol" is a statutory term that appears in Section 254(h)(7)(B) of the Communicmions 
Act of 1934, as amended. Commission stuff arc act ively reviewing questions about the term's 
definition and seek to rcnch u dctcm1inution in as expeditious a manner as possible. In general, it 
is importnnt that the types of health care consortia envisioned by the HCF program have the 
flexibility to include ns members those entities which will provide as broad nn army oftclchcalth 
and telemcdicine applications ns possible, while also ensuring the program moinmins sufficient 
funding to aid the beneficiaries for which il is primarily intended: rural health core providers. 

I appreciate your intcrcM in this matter. Please let me knO\\ ifl can be ofnny further 
assistance. 

Tom Wheeler 
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The Honorable Adam Kinzinger 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1221 Longworth I louse Office Building 
Washington. D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Kinzinger: 

lnank you for your letter urging the Commission to clarify the meaningofthc term "not­
for-profil hospital." Your views arc important to me and wi ll be considered as part of the 
Conunission 's review of this matter. 

As pan of its oversight of the implcmcnlation of the Healthcare Connect Fund (HCF) 
program. the Conunission has received questions regarding the definition of the tem1 "not-for· 
profit-hospital" and its application to some heall.h care providers. As you may know, ·•not-for­
profit-hospitar' is a statutory term that appears in Section 254(h)(7)(B) oflhc Communications 
/\ct of 1934. as amended. Commission staff arc actively reviewing questions about the term's 
definilion and seek to reach a determination in as expeditious a manner as possible. In general. it 
is important that the types of health care consortia envisioned by lhe HCF program have the 
flexibility to include as members those entities which will provide as broad an array of teleheahh 
and telemedicine applications as possible. while also ensuring the program maintains sufficient 
funding to aid the beneficiaries for which it is primarily intended: rural health care providers. 

I appreciate your interest in this matter. Please let me know ifl can be of any further 
assistance. 

Tom Wheeler 
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The Honorable Luke Messer 
U.S. House of Representatives 
508 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington. D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Messer: 

September 19. 20 14 

Thank you for your leller urging the Commission to clarify the meaning of the term "not­
for-prolil hospital." Your views are importa111 to me and will be considered as part of the 
Commission's review of this matter. 

As part or its oversight of the implementation of the Healthcare Connect Fund (HCF) 
program. the Commission has received questions regarding the definition of the term "noi-for­
prolit-hospital" and its application to some health care providers. As you may know. "'not-for­
profit-hospital" is a statutory tem1 that appears in Section 254(h)(7)(B) of the Communications 
Act of 1934. as amended. Commission staff are acti ve ly reviewing questions about the term's 
definition and seek to reach a detem1ination in as expeditious a manner as possible. ln general. it 
is important that the types of health care consortia envisioned by the HCF program have the 
flexibility to include as members those entities which wilt provide as broad an array oftelehealth 
and telemedicine applications as possible. while also ensuring the program maintains suflicient 
funding to aid the beneficiaries for which it is primarily intended: niral health care providers. 

I appreciate your interest in this matter. Please lei me know ifl can be of any further 
assistance. 

Sincerely, 

Tom Wheeler 



F EDERAL C O MMUNIC ATI O NS C O MMISSION 

WAS HINGTON 

or-.-,c1 or 
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The llonoroble I odd Roklta 
U. . House of Represcntati\cs 
236 Cannon I louse Office Building 
Washington. D C 20515 

Dear Congressman RolJt:i · 

September 19. 2014 

Than~) ou for }our letter urging the Commission to clarify lhe meaning of the term "not­
for-profil hospual." Your' icws nre importnnl lo me and will be considered as pan of the 
Commission's rcvicv. of this mancr. 

As part of its oversight of the implcmenllltion oflhe Healthcare Connect fund {I ICF) 
program, the Commission has received questions regarding the definition of the term '·not-for­
profit-hospitol" und i1s application to some health care providers. As you may know, "not-for­
profit-hospiUll" ls u Slutulory term thm appears in Section 254(h)(7)(B) of the Communications 
Acl of 1934, us amended. Commission stuff are actively reviewing questions about the term's 
definition and seek to reach a dctcnninai iun in as expeditious a manner as possible. In general. it 
is important thlll the types ofhcolth cure consortia envisioned by the HCF program have the 
flexibility to include as members those entities which will provide as broad an array oftclehcalth 
and telcmcdicinc applications as possible. while also ensuring the program mai111ains suflicicnt 
funding to aid the beneficiaries for which it is primarily intended: rural health care providers. 

I appreciate) our intereM in this matter. Plense let me knO\\ ifl can be of any further 
assistance. 

Sincerely. 

Tom Wheeler 
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The Honorable Marlin Stuwnan 
U.S. House ofRepn:sentathcs 
1728 Lonj;\'onh I louse Office Building 
Washington. O.C 205 IS 

Dear Congressman Stutnnan: 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to clarify the meaning oflhe term "not­
for-profit hospital." Your' icws arc imponant to me and will be considered as pan oflhe 
Commission's rcvie\\ of this mauer. 

A!> part of ns O\ersight of the implementation of the Healthcare Connect Fund (HCF) 
program, the Commission has recei\·ed questions regarding the definition of the term ·•not-for­
protit-hospital" and its application to some hcahh care providers. /\s you muy I.now. "not-for­
protit-hospital" bu stmutory term that appears in Section 254(h)(7)(13) of the Communications 
/\ct of 1934. as amended. Commission staffnrc actively reviewing questions about the tcnn's 
definition und seek to reach a determination in as expeditious a manner as possible. In general. it 
is imponant that the t) pes of health care consonia envisioned by the II Cf· program have the 
flexibility to include as members tbose entities "hich "ill pro\iide as brouJ an llrTU) oftelehCllhh 
and telemedicine upphcations as possible. \\hilc abo ensuring the progrmn maintnins sufficient 
funding to aid the beneficiaries for which it is primaril> intended: rural health care providers. 

I appreciate your interest in this muller. Please let me know if l eun be of any further 
assistance. 

Sincerely. 

p. 
Tom Wheeler 
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l11c I lonoruble Jackie Walorski 
U.S. I louse of Representatives 
419 Connon I louse Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 2051 S 

Dear Congresswoman Walorski: 

~cptcmh.:r 19. 2014 

Thanl.) ou for your lellcr Ull!ing the Commission to clarify the meaning of the term "not­
for-profit hospital.'" Your "ie"s arc important to me and will be considered ti!> pan of the 
Commission·s re\ie\\ of this mailer 

N. part of its oversight of the implementation of the Healthcare Connect I und (llCF) 
program. the Commission hal> received questions regarding the definition of the term "not-for­
profit-hospital'' and its application to some health care providers. As you may know, "not-for­
profit-hospital" is a statutory tcm1 thm appcars in Section 2S4(h)(7)(B) of the Communications 
Act of 1934, as amended. Commission stuffnre actively reviewing questions about the term's 
definition and seek to reach a dctem1ination in as expeditious a manner as possible. In general. it 
is important that the types of health care consortia envisioned by the HCF program have Lhc 
Oc>. ibility to include as members those enhtici. which ,~;11 provide as broad an IUT!l) oftelehealth 
and tclemcdicine applications as possible. while also ensuring the program maintains sufficient 
funding to aid the beneficiaries for \\hich it is primaril> intended: rural health care pro"iders. 

I appreciate your interest in this mailer Please let me kno\\ if I cnn be of an} further 
assC.tance. 


