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Re: Electric Power Board mu/ Ci(l' <1. Wit.mu Petitio11.'i lo Preempt Stale Laws 011 M1111icipal Broadha11d: WCB 
Docket Nos. 14-115 and 14-116. 

Dear Chairman Wheeler and Commissioners Clyb11rn. Rosem..,0rccl. Pai and <Y Reill): 

Last month the city of Wilson. N .C. asked you to preempt a North Carolina state law. for \\hi ch I voh.:cl. that sets 
-:>tandards for municipal governments that seel\ to operate their O\\ n broadband net\\ ori...s. I hope you \\ i 11 consider the request 
carefully. but den) it. 

The North Carolina statute does not prcn:nt municipalities from building broadband net,,orks in unsen·ed or 
underserved areas. It also docs not affect municipal net\\ Ork:, that were up and running before the law wa:, passed. There is no 
ban: in passing this bill we merely sought to create a lenc:I playing. field for public and private broadband providers. 

One provision in the bill that I think is particularly impo11ant · the one that requires that cities ask their residents if 
they want or need a munii:ipal broadband system. A handful of North Carolina cities. including Wilson. lrnve experimented 
'' ith municipal broadband and the costs to taxpayers and consumers ha\e been enormous. A recent Ne\\ Ytir~Jdl~~ SchlX'I 
study concluded taxpayers in Wilson face a sign iticant risk if th.: cit)'" s network can ·1 cover its costs. Specifically. the cit~ 
would have to use general fund r1.:venue to co\ er debt 0hligations if re,·enues don't meet costs. That revenue \\ i II ha\ et~' 
come from somewhere: the schools. parks and libraries. or sidC\\alks and roads. Voters in Wilson didn't have chance to 
appron: that plan. I belie,·e they should ha\c and taxpa~ers in Nc>rth Carolina 110\\ do becausl.! of our la\\ . 

I asl\ that you presene local residents' rights to have a say ill these matters and deny Wils,)n. N.c.·s request. 

Sincerely. 

H~ 
Beverly Earle 
North Ciirolina State Represl:!ntative 
Dis1rict I 01 


