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Chairman Tom Wheeler

Federal Communications Commission
455 12" S1., SW

Washington, DC 20544

Chairman Wheeler:

As leaders in the Utah legislature, we respectfully request your support for the DIRECTV and
AT&T merger. The technology sector in Utah stands at the brink of exponential growth with
innovation and high-tech growth for start-ups and manufacturing, as well as some of the best
education and health systems in the nation. Yet, we remain in need of expanded infrastructure
and the high-speed broadband networks that provide access to Internet-cnabled tools that can
better meet the needs and improve the lives of families and businesses across our state.

Upon approval of this proposed merger, Utah and its residents and businesses stand to gain
significant expansion of broadband services in many areas of our state — from rural areas that the
families and universities that feed our education system call home to suburban areas in Salt Lake
City and St. George that grapple with tourism and business growth.

We believe our residents should have access to competitive services that can offer competitive
prices for our families and businesses, while delivering significantly higher speeds to meet
increasing bandwidth demand. The state cannot do this alone, and we welcome private
investment to create the infrastructure needed.

We are in favor of this merger, especially as it is poised to benefit some of the most rural areas of

Utah. We are very hopeful that you will recognize the options it will provide to underserved
areas in our state that have long awaited the promise of broadband.

Best regards,

Senar Wayne L. Nied 1
Utah Senate President Speaker of the Utah House ut" Representatives



