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National Hispanic Media Coalition
October 3,2014

VIA ECFS

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch

Secretary

Federal Communications Commission
445 12t Street SW

Washington, DC 20554

Re:  GN Docket No. 14-28, Protecting and Promoting the Open Internet;
GN Docket No. 10-127, Framework for Broadband Internet Service;
WC Docket No. 11-42, Lifeline and Link Up Reform and Modernization;
WC Docket No. 03-109, Lifeline and Link Up;
CC Docket No. 96-45, Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service;
WC Docket No. 13-184, Modernizing the E-Rate Program for Schools and
Libraries

Dear Ms. Dortch:

On Wednesday, October 1, 2014, Jessica Gonzalez and Michael Scurato of the National
Hispanic Media Coalition (“NHMC") met with Priscilla Delgado Argeris, legal advisor to
Commissioner Jessica Rosenworcel. During the meeting, NHMC discussed a variety of issues
pertaining to the above referenced dockets.

On the Open Internet proceeding, NHMC explained that strong rules preventing blocking,
unreasonable discrimination, and paid prioritization, and grounded in Title Il legal authority,
are required to protect people of color, and all users, online. NHMC reiterated many of the
arguments made in comments and reply comments that it filed on behalf of Voices for
Internet Freedom and a coalition of several dozen groups and individuals representing the
interests of Latinos and other communities of color. NHMC also explained that the same rules
must apply to both fixed and mobile networks, in order to prevent second-class digital
citizenship for Latinos and others who rely primarily on mobile devices to access the Internet.
However, assuring mobile parity for weak rules not grounded in sustainable legal authority
would not be an acceptable outcome for NHMC.

On E-Rate, NHMC expressed a desire to continue to work with the Commission to ensure that
its modernization of the program benefits the schools and libraries that need it the most. This
includes both rural and low-income schools and libraries that lack sufficient bandwidth,
equipment, or staff to fully utilize broadband and new educational technologies. NHMC
applauded Commissioner Rosenworcel for her recognition of the “homework gap,” in which
students who lack broadband at home are unable to complete assignments or access
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resources on the same footing as their peers who may have home broadband, and expressed
a desire to work with the Commission to close this gap.

On the Lifeline program, NHMC expressed strong support for expanding the program to
subsidize broadband connections for low-income individuals and families. NHMC explained
that costs associated with services or devices are key impediments to home broadband
adoption and suggested that a modest consumer subsidy provided through Lifeline could go
a long way towards closing the digital divide. NHMC also contemplated the role that Lifeline
for broadband could play in closing the “homework gap” recognized by Commissioner
Rosenworcel by putting home broadband access within reach for many non-adopters.

Please contact me should you have any questions regarding this submission.

Respectfully submitted,

XN

Michael J. Scurato

Policy Director

National Hispanic Media Coalition
(202) 596-5711

CC:  Priscilla Delgado Argeris
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