
Public Knowledge, 1818 N Street NW, Suite 410, Washington DC 20036 

October 14, 2014

Marlene H. Dortch 
Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

Re: GN Docket No. 12-353, Comment Sought on the Technological Transition of the Nation’s 
Communications Infrastructure; GN Docket No. 13-5, Technology Transitions Policy Task Force 
Notice of Ex Parte Meeting 

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

On October 9, 2014, Jodie Griffin and Edyael Casaperalta of Public Knowledge (PK) met 
with Matthew DelNero of the Wireline Competition Bureau. 

Public Knowledge urged the Commission to grant the request of Public Knowledge and 
the National Consumer Law Center (NCLC) to require AT&T to make public the proposed 
timeline of AT&T’s proposed network transition trials.1 Short of any official action by the 
Commission moving forward with or rejecting AT&T’s proposal, AT&T’s trial proposal is still 
pending and there is still a significant interest in encouraging public debate on the proposed 
trials. It is important for stakeholders to know when the trials will start and stop to give 
meaningful input on the proposal. 

If the Commission accepts AT&T’s argument that the trial timelines are confidential 
commercial information because AT&T is generally engaged in commerce and disclosure poses 
competitive risk to AT&T, that logic could also encompass much more information than just the 
timelines at issue here. Such a ruling could risk cutting the public out of important debates in this 
and other proceedings that need informed public engagement. It is important that parties before 
the Commission know they can rely on the confidentiality challenge process to stop improper 
redactions. PK therefore urges the Commission to grant PK and NCLC’s confidentiality 
challenge. 

With regards to the Commission’s framework for phone network transition trials,2 PK 
emphasized the importance of using an objective third party to collect and evaluate the data 

       
1 See Challenge to Confidentiality Designation of Public Knowledge and the National Consumer Law 
Center, on Behalf of Its Low-Income Clients, Technology Transitions, GN Docket No. 13-5, AT&T 
Petition to Launch a Proceeding Concerning the TDM-to-IP Transition, GN Docket No. 12-353 (Apr. 8, 
2014). 
2 See Technology Transitions, GN Docket No. 13-5, AT&T Petition to Launch a Proceeding Concerning 
the TDM-to-IP Transition, GN Docket No. 12-353, Connect America Fund, WC Docket No. 10-90, 
Structure and Practices of the Video Relay Service Program, CG Docket No. 10-51, Telecommunications 
Relay Services and Speech-to-Speech Services for Individuals with Hearing and Speech Disabilities, CG 
Docket No. 03-123, Numbering Policies for Modern Communications, WC Docket No. 13-97, Order, 
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produced by trials. Additionally, the Commission should heed and address any concerns in trial 
design expressed by a qualified third-party evaluator. If the objective expert third party raises 
concerns that a proposed trial does not provide adequate safeguards or sufficiently rigorous 
controls to ensure accurate and reliable data, the Commission should address those problems 
before proceeding with the trials. To do otherwise would be to risk using substantial time and 
resources on a trial that would not produce usable data. 

In accordance with Section 1.1206(b) of the Commission’s rules, this letter is being filed 
with your office. If you have any further questions, please contact me at (202) 861-0020. 

Respectfully submitted,

/s/ Jodie Griffin 
Senior Staff Attorney 
PUBLIC KNOWLEDGE 

                                                                                                              
Report and Order and Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, Report and Order, Order and Further 
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, Proposal for Ongoing Data Initiative (rel. Jan. 31, 2014). 


