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Dear Chairman Wheeler:

Trillium Trust is a non-profit organization based in the Ozarks of southern Missouri. Our mission
is to “Support and Sustain the Ozarks Spirit.” Although we are proud of our accomplishments in
helping our Ozarks friends and neighbors we know that one critical area is holding them back in
regards to both education and economics. Thousands of people across the Ozarks region are still
without affordable and reliable high-speed Broadband Internet access. In 2013 Trillium Trust
began the Rural Broadband Connect project to help address this issue.

Broadband Internet access has become an essential part of the economic and social fabric in
many rural communities, as a tool to build businesses, apply for jobs, enhance educational
opportunities and conaect to friends and relatives, With robust broadband service, evea a small
town.can sely on its residents’ talent and determination to compete with the world. Without it,
the smne community risks being left behind in today’s technology-centric economy.

As an organization we support the efforts of any new or incumbent provider with a solid plan to
bring high-speed Broadband Internet service to the peopie we serve and support. We belicve that
traditional landline services and fiber-optic lines as operated by companies like CenturyLink are
an important and vital piece to solving this puzzie. Centurylink is already a major provider of
voice and Internet service to thousands of peopte across the Ozarks region and we support their
efforts to successfully expand their existing network.

The CAF Il money requested by CenturyLink would be a worthwhile investment by the FCC.
We are very excited by your commission’s decision to double the necessary speed to qualify for
high-speed Broadband mﬂhﬂmkthdymﬂsomfnﬂycmsideﬂhccomo{
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