
200'] 





P"'ti-U 
...,.,.If' ... .,,. \Joli <O• N 

AMvJ.,..,... .. _ 

~"Ii-~ 
""''I.I UlltP3iJ 

!SaMillf'l(;'t ~ lt.lliil•U 

"llirlT Ap v .. u 
i~ aiaa<1wo:i 

~llinM'"'•••1ftDn~~ flt ----...... , 1Clf 1te111-1~s.· tlJnflff ,,.,.,. 

, ....... 
• •" llWll ,...•'I~' en•,..._., 'R$ .- ..,..., 

( .... /•)•~· ......... ~·u.N , ...... ,., 

""' n&ty,. .... "'"" .... ..,\I, .... " • .....,. -

,,;~"I u• .U:S1~ lr.Ml 1'--l{~ 

Ul'>°'""!J <!I .. ,"'I ..,llL""' pu•. 'U"l~ "'ll "'"'l l""""P'l1',. t,l1D!l ""!'I'll) JU 

P.-atjUJr.'.',l lil'";\Jli .Jn'O'.\.UldnS'.(Ju..-;•) ~:-.1'1<t •ut~P'l.J{t• o" IL 

~<A(1p.uumbru-.i~a~~Y>' 

-..i"l"•~J• .,..., I" """"""'"'.<OJ '"'"'""'"ll "l'l,....i 1"' .. "flllllCO w:iqµnu 

<;nu<1u'""'l f"'~~"""' 1""1111 Ojldo.ioqu ""'" • •DOJJ llJOW'CI n1 
poc>.~i. 1u4111, ..uumntng ~ f'Ut'I til.l~JU.l'ltio IK::M"l M'J 1F*n~ ICJ\UC1!JCIM 

••1u.ud~1cao'l'\.•O!'tNQdJllQ'C~ICQ.UIU~ 

tuu-1 .. "I ~ ponq1- -e ""'"'°..,, ""1.r> ""'lll'J "'lL 

"IDIUtft!\d ,.l Jt?r.:;ti' ~ \tJl'IO'U J:JVl' tpl~ 

"'"'' "'''' l'l •""""''I'" '"'""J •i-J"lio> "'"I _..."..,,... ""P"l"l•l• 
puo •Uu>ll'>!; u1 <1r.S'f. IUIJl"f"I~ -~ 111Wlllll~l ilU1U h<Ko'olol 

lllOq• 01 (1pl!Jm ~'IW"1111 P.'->ilf.q~q P"'I'" 01 ~•11"!1'"' •"!ll\W uto\ \ 

~6 >IOl l YJ'll'll 

.J.•~~Jd row JIU. 
11~/WllYJ~WrHI 

sasde1100 pueqpeoJq 1eJnJ JOJ ue1d 

Ol 
I'' I.~ 11 " ll.( •I IJ, 



Jr Jc1:.ll)and Alllarce 
ot Mendocino C o unty 

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch, Secr&ary 
™er.ii Communl~tions Commission 
445 Uth Street, S.W. 
Washington, D.C 20554 

October15th,201~ 

RE ; Ea Parte Notke, In the Mitter of PollchK t o RJ!spond to the Ongoing 
Technoloclcal Translticnt of Voice Networks, GN Ooclcet No. 12·353 

Dear Ms. Dortth, 

As the Commission Is well aware, the nation's public communications systems are undergoing 
profound transformaoon 1n terms of the evolunon of networks used to provide 
communications services, hence the importance of this docket As residents of California's rural 
Mendocino County we support the concerns expt'essed by the Commission and Chairman 
Wheeler that as these networks evolve, it Is vtl:ill to ensure that cornmuntcatlon remains 
r~iable, ubiquitous and affordable For rural areas,\\ k lmperat"'e \hoot as l~s!ngly an 
essential communication seiv1ces are arrled ove< the same middle mlle fucihtJes, federal and 
state polfcy makers ensure that those faclhtles are robust and UVilllable to every corner of the 
nation We believe that as the CommlSslon deliberates on these issues, It is useful to consider 
•real wortd" experiences. A recent event In Mendodno County highlights the importance of 
doing so; and points to the public safety t hreat posed by "gaps• ln the ava1lablllty of t;,cilities 
generally viewed as being primarily assocJcrted With broadband service 

On August 3nl, 2014 an acddenl on the rural Comptthe-Ukiah Road in our CO\Jnty took out 400' 

of AT&T fiber opuc cable. The consequences were dire and long-lasting (45 hours). Telephone, 
Internet, cellular, and 911servlces went down for thowands of residents of Mendocino County. 
The outa~ was lengthy because the AT&T backbone fiber network was not configured to be 

redundant nor diverse with protection routing. ThiS was not due to the lack of fiber In the 
~urrounding routes. AT&T owns the Manchester cable larufingstatlon - critli:al US 
Infrastructure - JuS'I a short distance away from the fiber break AT&T dld provide diverse 
fiber and protection for their cable station but elected not to provide the same for the 
surrounding community and emergency services. 

&roadband lt.llbnu of Mendocino Countv 
c/O Economic Development & Fln~nang C:Orp. 

631 S. Ordl~rd Ave • Ukiah, CA 95482 
\1endoono8roadband.orr • 707-354·1224 










