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To Whom it. May Con\!ern: 

GS CORPORATION 

Kcga.rding AT&1~s recent petition 10 decommission their tradition J copper lnru:IJinc 
telephone net\\OOJ:S, it would be a step bach"ard for competition Competition dri\'C.S 
companies to find cost and cfficicnc)' 5a\ ings as \\cJI ns provide excellent service. 
C''umpetitiu11 c:1.111trihuh .. -s 10 indu\try gnw.·th. lh.:" joh~. und typicully results in cost 
savings and con \'eniencc for the consumer. 

In 1996, Congre enabled competition for bask telephone and datn hy aJIO\\ing 
competitc1rs to rent part of the Regional Hell Operating Com~.mics' monopoly ··Jast-mili:" 
connections. J'hat pruvcu lo he beneficial. At mo t of our busine:>S locatious. the onl>· 
viable ··1ast-m1lc .. nctwori:. coMcction for \Oke nnd dam continues to be th..: one pro\1ded 
hy the RBOC's or other Incumbent Local Exchange Carriers. C 1mpctitive suppliers, Jil;c 
Granite "J clccommunicatmns, depend on tho c connection to scnc us, and mnny other 
busin~s ~tlStomcrs like us. Without compctili\'c access to those connections. the 
monop.11~ once held h) the RBOC's O\cr this part of the bu im'Ss market \\ouhl he 
restored. 

We ~holchcartcdly embrace the transition to new technologies I lo\\t'\'er, the transition 
sh<1uld not become a spring board for re-monopolizing the tclccnmmunicalions market. 
We rc~pcctfuJly ask the Cl1mmiS:>ion 10 ensure that '"c will ha\'c compctiti\'c choices 
going forward, regardless of the 1cchnoloro transition lllking pince. 

I >avid Reiss 
rcchnt1l<1gjst 
Sl!ars Hold111gs Corporation 



June 2014 

Keep Telephone apd Data Services Competitive 

Competition produces cost and efficiency savings as well as excellent service. 

Competition contributes to growth, jobs, consumer savings and convenience. 

In 1996, Congress enabled competition for basic telephone and data by allowing 
competitors to rent part of the Regional Bell Operating Companies' monopoly last-mile 
connections. That proved to be beneficial. At most of our business locations, the only 
viable network connection continues to be the one provided by the Regional Bell Operating 
Company or other Incumbent Local Exchange Carrier. Competitive suppliers, like Granite 
Telecommunications, depend on those connections to serve us. Without competitive 
access to those connections, the monopoly held by the Regional Bell Operating Companies 
over part of the business market we represent would be restored. 

We wholeheartedJy embrace the transition to new technologies. However, the transition 
should not become a subterfuge for re-monopolizing the business market We respectfully 
ask the Commission to ensure that we will have competitive choices regardJess of the 
technology transition taking place. 

Very truly yours, 

Q.,-fi_ ___ _ 
David Schacht 
Senior Vice President & Chief Information Officer 
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