


Before the 
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

Washington, DC  20554 

CAF Phase II Challenge – Evidence of No Voice Service – FCC Form 499-Q Non-Filers 

The Wireline Competition Bureau (Bureau) has stated that unsubsidized competitors must offer 
voice service “to ensure parity between Phase II recipients and unsubsidized competitors.”1  This 
includes providers of interconnected VoIP service who “must, among other things . . . contribute 
to the universal service fund.”2 

Providers of interstate or international telecommunications services as well as interconnected 
VoIP providers, among others, generally must file FCC Form 499-Q, the FCC’s quarterly 
worksheet for contributions to the universal service support mechanisms.  Thus, if an entity is 
providing voice service to residential customers and enabling out-of-state communications, that 
entity should be filing a FCC Form 499Q unless they are de minimis, i.e. the entity’s universal 
service fund contributions for the year are less than $10,000.   

CenturyLink has reviewed the list of FCC Form 499-Q filers as of May 19, 2014 that is available 
on the Universal Service Administrative Company’s (USAC) website at: 
http://www.usac.org/about/tools/fcc/filings/2014/Q3/M05%20-
%20Telecommunications%20Worksheet%20-%203Q2014.xlsx.  In reviewing that list 
CenturyLink has determined that certain entities, as reflected in the attached declaration, did not 
file a FCC Form 499-Q for the first quarter of 2014.  CenturyLink submits that the absence of a 
FCC Form 499-Q filing suggests that these entities are not providing voice services.  As such, 
the census blocks identified in the attached declaration should continue to be categorized as 
unserved and remain eligible for CAF Phase II. 

In the Matter of Connect America Fund, Report and Order, WC Docket No. 10-90, DA 13-1113 
(rel. May 16, 2013) at ¶ 9 & n. 20. 

Id. at n. 25.
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