
 
 
 

November 17, 2014 
 
Ex Parte 
 
Ms. Marlene Dortch 
Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, D.C. 20554 
 
Dear Ms. Dortch: 
 
Re:  Modernizing the E-rate Program for Schools and Libraries, WC Docket No. 13-184 
 
 On Thursday, November 13, 2014, Jon Banks and Kevin Rupy (USTelecom), Mary 
Henze (AT&T), Jeb Benedict (CenturyLink), Mike Saperstein (Frontier), Alan Buzacott 
(Verizon), Malena Barzilai (Windstream), met with Carol Mattey, Patrick Halley, Jonathan 
Chambers, Lisa Hone and Trent Harkrader (all of the Wireline Competition Bureau), to discuss 
issues related to the above referenced docket. 
 

USTelecom supports the Commission’s efforts to refocus the e-rate program on 
broadband and agrees that rural schools and libraries that have no broadband today should be 
the Commission’s first priority.  USTelecom suggests that the Commission take steps to 
specifically target and direct support to the schools and libraries that, for whatever reason, have 
been unsuccessful in obtaining support for broadband.  There are a number of ways this could 
be done, but USTelecom believes that the following proposal could be implemented very 
quickly and with no disruption to the e-rate funding cycle.  
 
1. Schools and libraries should be given the opportunity to self-identify on their Form 470s 
for broadband service whether they believe: a) they do or not have fiber-based broadband; and, 
b) they are in a rural area.  The specific criteria could be modified depending upon the need to 
be addressed.  For example, they could be asked to self-identify if they have never received a 
response to an RFP for broadband.  USAC could rely on the applicants’ self-certification or 
perform some type of verification. 
 
2. Applicants who self-identify in this manner would become the “Target Group” for that 
funding year.   
 
3. The Form 470s of Target Group applicants could then be highlighted in a number of 
ways so that the attention of all potential providers is focused on them.  For example, their 
470s could carry a unique identifier or flag so they can be easily found in the database; their 
470s could be featured on a separate Target Group section of USAC’s site; the FCC could 
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issue a public notice identifying each year’s Target Group applicants.  This simple step would 
ensure that the business opportunity that these applicants represent is well known. 
 
4. The FCC could apply certain rules only to the Target Group to ensure that their 
specific needs are met.  This would allow the Commission to adopt solutions to the problems 
these schools and libraries face without risking potential unintended consequences that could 
come from applying them to the entire beneficiary population.  For example, any self-
construction program could be focused on the Target Group which, assuming they are rural, 
are more likely to be in areas where less fiber has been deployed.   The advantage to this 
approach is that a self-construction program of limited applicability could be designed in a 
manner that was simpler to administer.   
 
5. In addition, USAC could automatically make every Target Group applicant a participant 
in its Helping Applicants to Succeed program or some similar program that would provide 
more hands on assistance and coaching as needed.   
 
   Pursuant to Commission rules, please include this ex parte letter in the above-identified 
proceeding. 
 
 

Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Kevin Rupy 
Vice President, Law & Policy 

 
 
cc:    Carol Mattey 

Patrick Halley 
Jonathan Chambers 
Lisa Hone  
Trent Harkrader 


