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Docket number as: 11-154.
Video clips proceedings -FCC Media Bureau.

The Wisconsin Association of the Deaf (WAD) focuses on ensuring Deaf,
Hard of Hearing, and Deaf-Blind Citizens of Wisconsin are empowered to
meet their full potential through increased independence and productivity
in society. Unfortunately we missed the November 3 deadline on these
proceedings, we ask, however, that our comments be included and
considered in the record if at all possible.

Currently, in the state of Wisconsin, live TV captioning is not required, as
none of the DMAs based on the Nielsen’s Report falls within the top 25
markets. This is already a hazard to many deaf and hard of hearing
individuals across the state of Wisconsin. More and more deaf, hard of
hearing, and deaf-blind individuals from Wisconsin have come to rely on
the Internet for information to stay up-to-date with news in their areas,
however they are stumped only to find that the videos displayed on the
Internet are not accessible to them. It’s time that videos streamed on the
Internet are made accessible to all deaf, hard of hearing, and deaf-blind
individuals.

Live and near-live clips should not have a delay to add captions once it is
posted on the Internet, after it has been displayed on broadcast or cable
TV. We propose that the Commission consider eliminating the delay for
captioning live and near-live TV clips.

The Commission asks whether “Mash-ups”, “Advance” video clips and
videos distributed via third party distributors should have captions. WAD
believes that “Mash-ups” clips should be captioned regardless of how they
are put together, with content from TV combined with content from the
Internet. “Advance” video clips should be captioned before the video
programming is shown on television with captions. This allows for equal
access for deaf, hard of hearing, and deaf-blind individuals, just as their
hearing peers would have access to.

All Internet videos should be captioned, including partial clips and full
programming, regardless of who displays them, the TV network or third
party distributors.

WAD believes that all individuals, deaf, hard of hearing, and deaf-blind
should have full access to videos displayed on the Internet. The Internet
has been around for over two decades, as well as the Americans with



Disabilities Act, and the TV Captioning laws, and these individuals are still trapped in a non-accessible TV world,
and even more trapped with a rapidly growing market of Internet video streaming, due to a significant delay of
regulation on Internet video captioning. As the hearing society continues to gain advancements in technology,
more and more deaf, hard of hearing, and deaf-blind individuals fall behind due to audible information being
available to their hearing peers while visual information and captioning is limited.

WAD recommends that the Commission seriously consider establishing policies that will ensure equal
accessibility for all deaf, hard of hearing, and deaf-blind constituents across the nation.

Sincerely,
The WAD Board of Directors

Sincerely,
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Steph Buell
WAD President



