Federal Communications Commission

445 12th Street, SW

20024 Washington, DC

14-28: Protecting and Promoting the Open Internet

10-127: In the Matter of Framework for Broadband Internet Service

November 20, 2014

Dear Chair Tom Wheeler and Commissioners Mignon Clyburn and
Jessica Rosenworcel,

As a new generation of civil rights organizations and leaders who represent the
rural and urban poor, immigrants, and communities of color, we urge you to swiftly
adopt enforceable network neutrality rules that prevent discrimination online. Now
is the right time to equally protect the digital voice and rights of the nation’s most
vulnerable communities—whether they access the Internet from a computer, a
phone, or a tablet.

On Monday, November 10th 2014, President Obama urged the Federal
Communications Commission to reclassify broadband as a common carrier service
under Title II of the Communications Act, coupled with strong, bright-line net
neutrality rules. Bright-line rules provide certainty to the market, keep the costs of
regulation low, and limit FCC overreach.

We are concerned by press reports that the FCC—instead of standing with the
President, policy experts, and almost 4 million people to support strong network
neutrality rules—is instead considering dangerous “hybrid” rules that would
destroy the open Internet as we know it.

Commissioners, we urge you to stand with the President and adopt a plan to
reclassify Internet service providers as common carriers. This would give the
Commission the authority it needs to adopt enforceable rules that ban ISPs from
discriminating against, or blocking, our content online.

Protecting an open and non-discriminatory Internet is critical for the health and
well-being of communities of color and low-income families. The fight for an open
Internet is not just about broadband access and corporate investment; it is also a
fight for real representation for the most vulnerable constituencies in the United
States.

The open Internet has given our communities the rare opportunity to ensure our
stories are told accurately, in our own voices. From job applications, healthcare, and
entrepreneurship to the management of federal benefits, immigration status and
online education—communities of color and low-income families rely on the open
Internet to meet our basic needs.



Commissioners, we respectfully, but passionately, urge you to stand with the
President and the people to propose the strongest network neutrality rules
available. Now is the time to reclassify broadband as a common carrier under Title
[, with equal protections for users of fixed and mobile broadband. When it comes to
preventing online discrimination and protecting our Internet freedom, there is no
room for compromise or delay.

Respectfully,
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