
 
 

November 25, 2014 
 
 
 
Ex Parte 
 
Ms. Marlene Dortch 
Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, D.C. 20554 
 
   Re: Special Access Rates for Price Cap Local 
    Exchange Carriers, WC Docket No. 05-25 
 
Dear Ms. Dortch: 
 
 On Friday, November 21, 2014, Robert Mayer (USTelecom), Curtis Groves (Verizon), 
Frank Simone and Robert Barber (AT&T), Jeff Lanning (CenturyLink), and Malena Barzilai 
(Windstream) met with Douglas Klein (OGC), Christopher Koves, Pam Arluk and William 
Layton (WCB), in connection with the above-referenced proceeding.  Also in attendance, via 
conference bridge, was Deena Shetler (WCB), Maggie McCready (Verizon), Kathryn Krause, 
Carolyn Hammack, Dan Willis, Glenda Weibel and Craig Brown (CenturyLink), Barbara 
Galardo and Alrick Thomas (FairPoint), Dave Talbott (AT&T), Christine Burke (Frontier), Steve 
Golden (Hawaiian Telcom), Richard Cameron (Alaska Communications), and Lori Powers and 
DiAnne Nichol (Windstream). 
 
 In the meeting, we explained that USTelecom’s member companies are focused on 
meeting the December 15, 2014 deadline.  We stated that the Commission could facilitate the 
companies’ efforts to meet the deadline by issuing, as soon as possible, the final, fully-tested 
Database Container file that respondents will use to load and submit responsive data.  We 
further stated that continued delay in releasing the final Database Container could jeopardize 
the deadline.  In addition, we said that serial error processing – by which submitting companies 
would receive errors from the Database Container as they go and cannot proceed with their 
submission until they correct the errors – are far less efficient than parallel error processing, by 
which companies would receive errors in batches instead of individually.  Serial error 
processing, we said, could introduce unpredictable and unanticipated delay into the data 
submission process.  We asked that staff work with technical experts from the companies to 
address the error-processing issue. 
  
 Also in the meeting we discussed concerns related to Section 222 of the 
Communications Act and the Electronic Communications Privacy Act.  Specifically, we asked – 
for the avoidance of any doubt – that the Commission issue an administrative subpoena that 
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would cover responsive data that pertains to customers, including but not limited to customer 
names and billing records, and we discussed potential ways in which this may be done for all 
respondents collectively.  We also discussed an alternative approach under which the 
Commission would issue guidance regarding compliance with the relevant statutes.  We said we 
would welcome that guidance but noted that a subpoena would go further to address the 
concerns we had raised. 
  

Pursuant to Commission rules, please include this ex parte notice in the 
above-referenced proceeding. 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
 
 
      Robert H. Mayer 
      Vice President, Industry and State Affairs 
 
c: Douglas Klein 
 Christopher Koves 
 Pam Arluk 
 William Layton 
 Deena Shetler 


