
November 24, 2014

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW
Washington, D.C. 20536

Dear Commissioners:

On behalf of National PTA’s more than four million members nationwide, we write this letter urging 
the Commission to revise part of the rules adopted earlier this year for the upcoming broadcast 
spectrum incentive auction. Spectrum for noncommercial, educational television services has been 
preserved for over six decades. National PTA supports continuing those preservation efforts, as 
children nationwide benefit from educational programming every day.

As the nation’s oldest and largest volunteer child advocacy association, National PTA has made a 
difference in the education, health and well-being of America’s children. With more than four million 
members and 22,000 local units in every U.S. state, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, the Virgin 
Islands, and Europe, PTA continues to be a powerful voice by advocating for federal policies to 
improve educational equity and opportunity for all children and their families.

Since 1971, National PTA has been a huge proponent of public television as a source for education 
and enrichment to the American people, and has helped increase their capability for complementing 
and strengthening the education process. In that spirit, we ask the FCC to ensure (a) at least one 
noncommercial educational station remains on-air in each community or (b) at least one channel 
would be preserved to enable a new entrant to offer noncommercial educational television service in 
the community after the incentive auction. 

Education focused programming is a vital resource that helps supplement education needs for children 
outside of the classroom. In order to ensure children across the country have continued access to those 
resources, we respectfully ask that  reserved spectrum for noncommercial, educational television be 
maintained as incentive auctions are considered.

Respectfully,

Otha Thornton, Jr.
President
National PTA


