
 

December 5, 2014 
 
Marlene H. Dortch 
Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20554 
 
 
Re: MB Docket Nos. 14-50, 09-182  
 
Dear Ms. Dortch: 
 
On December 3, Rick Kaplan, Erin Dozier and the undersigned of the National 
Association of Broadcasters (NAB) met with Bill Lake, Kalpak Gude, Julissa 
Marenco and Hillary DeNigro of the Media Bureau to discuss broadcast ownership. 
We briefly reiterated NAB’s positions as expressed in previous comments in the 
above-captioned proceedings. We stressed the continuing difficulties television 
broadcasters face in innovating and even competing effectively due to the widely 
disparate structural regulations imposed on television stations but not their 
competitors.     
 
More specifically, we focused on the differing economics of television broadcasting 
in medium and small markets, and pointed to our earlier comments discussing the 
special competitive challenges facing local stations in these markets, including their 
limited resources for providing local news.1 Given ever-increasing competition to 
locally-oriented outlets from regional, national and even international outlets and 
content, we noted the need to think more creatively about localism and how to 
promote it in today’s marketplace. 
 
Finally, NAB reaffirmed its commitment to finding meaningful ways to promote 
diversity, observing that effectively promoting diversity in broadcast and other 
communications industries will require new approaches. We reiterated that NAB is 
willing to work with the Commission and other interested parties to creatively 
promote diversity.     
 
 

                                                 
1 See, e.g., NAB Comments, MB Docket No. 14-50 (Aug. 6, 2014), at 50-59 & Attachments B & D; 
NAB Comments, MB Docket No. 09-182 (Mar. 5, 2012) at 16-18, 22-25 & Attachment B; NAB Reply 
Comments, MB Docket No. 09-182 (Apr. 17, 2012) at 11-14 & Attachment A; NAB Comments, MB 
Docket No. 09-182 (July 12, 2010) at 78-84 & Attachments B & C.             
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Please direct any questions concerning this matter to the undersigned. 
 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
 

       
 
Jerianne Timmerman  
Senior Vice President and  
Senior Deputy General Counsel  
 

 
cc:  Bill Lake 
 Kalpak Gude 
 Julissa Marenco 
 Hillary DeNigro 
 
 
 


