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The Honorable Tom Wheeler
Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW

Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Wheeler:

[ am contacting you in regards to the delayed license rendi = N

station serving Pearsall and Frio County, Texas.

Recently I spoke with Mr. John Barger, the proprietor of KMFR-AM, who sharecl that he
applied for arenewal i the FCC pri April 1, 2013. Ne
Barger has not becit] fina '
potential investment in the station lookmg to take advantage,~Etha.canig. arannmin.cpwth.,
currently taking place in Frio and surrounding counties as a re=%2it of Eacle Ford Sk i
development.

Mr, Barger further indicated that he believes that his application has been Iong dclayed
by the Commission because KMFR-AM was on-the-air for 46 pcrcent of its priot; i
period. It'i§ uf?m]derblandmg_“*"* fhe Comeminaine bon bocim o noml o oo cdadocoms coamdaod
to broadcast license renewals in response to statutory language provided,in.the
Telecommunications Act of 1996, which requires the Commission to grant renewals it a “station
has served the public interest, convenience, and necessity” during the preceding term of its
hccnse The B hae intarnratad thic etandard ta maan that a “linancas 11111l fana a vrams haain
burden in demonstrating that it has served the public interest where it has remained silent for
most of all of the prior license term” for stations that did not air continuously.’

I caution the Commission of the natential harm af haldine hypadeastarterewals solaly.to, ..
a “backwards-looking standard” which could permanently shutfer stations due to forces beyond

'47 USC § 309(k)
? Birach Broadcasting Corporation, Memorandum Opinion and Order, 16 FCC Red 5015, 5020 (2001)
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their control. Poor economic conditions have been endagg- *-
in recent years that widespread private investment has come to the region, transforming local
communities and forming an important link in our nation’s economic recovery.

KMFR-AM has been airing continuously since April of this year, pra=idinalaselendan
state newzx..weather. aioh line_and country muisie JOJ‘MLNHMJQMM@)'LLMB&M
predomlnatcly Hispanic South Texas. These services clearly meet the public interest standard.
The convenience and necessity standards can be met thrg 2% uic wistreuon prdviggs
Section 309(k)(2), which allows the Commission to grant license renewals under certain “terms
and conditions as are appropriate, including renewal for a term less than the maximum otherwise
permitted.” I recommend that the Commission use this discretion and grant broadcast station
applications conditional renewals, particularly for stations serving underserved communities,
which did not air continuously during their prior license term.

The Commission should alse take into consideration the preferable public inte-~¢..
outcome of keeping KMFR-AM on-the-air rather than the uncertain long-term prospect of
licensing a new station to serve this growing community.

[ urge the Commission to grant KME
renewal expeditiously and hope going forward that the FCC will review all station application
renewals in an expeditious manner and give broadcasters the regulatory certainty they need to
invest in our nation’s airwaves and continue to serve the public interest.

I apprccxate your attention to this matter and look forward to your prompt response and

action to resolve this matter. Please do not hesitate to contact me if I can be of assistance on this
or other matters before the Federal Communications Commission.

Singerely

Gene Green
Member of Congress

CC: John W. Barger
Owner, KMFR-AM
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I can understand your concerns regarding the length of time this matter has been pending,
as well as the uncertainty it has posed for the station. Since becoming Chairman, I have made it
a priority to reform Commission processes to increase efficiency and reduce backlogs.

Consequently, | have asked thes s

I hope this information is helpful. I have asked my staff to keep your office informed of
the status of this renewal application,

Tom Wheeler



