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December 24, 2014
Marlene H. Dortch
Office of the Secretary
Federal Communications Commission REDACTED - FOR PUBLIC REVIEW
445 12th Street, S.W.
Washington, DC 20054

RE:  FRN 0017249558, FCC Filer ID 827150

WC Docket No. 10-90, Rural Broadband Experiments; Worldcall Interconnect, Inc.
Supplement to Request for Waiver and Request for Confidential Treatment

Dear Ms. Dortch:

On December 16, 2014 Worldcall Interconnect, Inc. (WCX) filed a Request for Waiver
(“WCX Waiver Request”) of the requirement that provisionally selected bidders for broadband
experiments provide three years worth of audited financial statements in association with the
materials to be submitted by WCX on December 19, 2014 (“WCX Waiver Request”). WCX
electronically filed its financial information (unaudited) as attachments to WCX’s Form 5620 on
December 19, 2014. WCX understood that the Wireline Competition Bureau would be able to
review the Form 5620 information and “determine whether [WCX]ed applicant has
demonstrated that it has the technical and financial qualifications to successfully complete the
proposed project within the required timeframes and is in compliance with all statutory and
regulatory requirements for the universal service support.”' WCX did not expect that third
parties would be part of this evaluation process.

WCX notes that the mere fact a set of financial statements is “audited” does not on its
own “prove” financial capability; it merely provides additional credibility, because it reflects a
certified independent third party assessment. The WCX waiver request demonstrated good cause
for a waiver of the audited financial statement requirement. WCX did submit financial
information as part of its Form 5620 submission, and that information, albeit unaudited, did
show financial capability. The information is reliable because it was sworn to by Company
officers. WCX also committed to obtaining an audit and promptly supplying the audited
statement as soon as it was available. This assurance, along with the further security
requirements required in the Broadband Experiments Order before funds are released, should be
sufficient.

! See Public Notice DA 14-1772, WC Docket No. 10-90, Wireline Competition Bureau Announces Entities
Provisionally Selected for Rural Broadband Experiments; Sets Deadlines for Submission of Additional Information,
p- 2 (Dec. 5, 2014); see also DA 14-1889, WC Docket No. 10-90, WC Docket No. 14-259, Wireline Competition
Bureau Announces Availability of Additional Funding for Rural Broadband Experiments; Seeks Comment on
Waiver Petitions of Provisionally Selected Bidders, p. 2 (Dec. 23, 2014). (“This information would enable the
Bureau to undertake a thorough review to determine the ability of the provisionally selected bidders to satisfy the
service obligations for their selected projects.”) (emphasis added)



The Wireline Competition Bureau released a Public Notice? requesting public comments
on WCX’s waiver request (along with waiver requests submitted by other provisionally selected
entities) on December 23, 2014. Page 2 of the Public Notice states that “[t]he entities have
attempted to demonstrate their financial capability to undertake these projects with alternative
financial information. We seek comment on whether these petitioners have met the standard for
grant of a waiver of the audited financial statement requirement. In particular, have they
submitted sufficient alternative information to establish they are financially capable of fulfilling
their rural broadband experiment obligations?”’

The inclusion of this question implies that the “good cause” determination on whether the
waiver should be granted may be based on the financial information itself instead of the separate
question of whether in general terms the requirement that auditing requirement for that financial
information should be waived for other reasons. Even though the Bureau already has the
financial information, out of an abundance of caution and merely to ensure the “record” in both
Dockets 10-90 and 14-259 is complete, WCX now supplements its waiver request to include the
financial information it supplied in Form 5620, on a confidential basis.

The information contained in this supplement is sensitive financial and proprietary
business information that should be protected from public disclosure. Pursuant to Section 0.459
of the Commission’s Rules, WCX hereby requests confidential treatment of the information.
This information includes WCX’s sensitive and proprietary financial statements and other
financial-related data. Such information is necessary for the Commission — but not the public — to
review given that the Commission has proposed to make funds available to WCX and wants to
ensure that it is financially qualified.

As required by Section 0.459(b), WCX provides the following information:

1. Identification of the specific information for which confidential treatment is
sought. WCX requests that the information in this Supplement be treated as confidential pursuant
to Exemption 4 of FOIA® and Section 0.459, which protect confidential commercial and other
information not routinely available for public inspection. The Information includes financial
statements and other financial-related data. This is competitively sensitive, business confidential
and proprietary commercial information that would not routinely be made available to the public
and has been carefully guarded from WCX’s competitors. If the Information were disclosed,
other parties could use it to determine information relative to WCX’s business plans, competitive
operations, operations and performance.

2. Identification of the commission proceeding in which the information is
submitted; description of the circumstances giving rise to the submission. The Information for
which confidentiality is requested concerns the rural broadband experiment proceeding, the
requirements for which were adopted in the Broadband Experiments Order.

3. Explanation of the degree to which the information is commercial or financial, or
contains a trade secret or is privileged. The information contains financial statements and other
financial-related data. It is competitively sensitive, business confidential and proprietary

DA 14-1889, WC Docket No. 10-90, WC Docket No. 14-259, Wireline Competition Bureau Announces
Availability of Additional Funding for Rural Broadband Experiments; Seeks Comment on Waiver Petitions of
Provisionally Selected Bidders, p. 2 (Dec. 23, 2014).

?5U.S.C. §552(b)(4).
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commercial information that would not routinely be made available to the public and has been
carefully guarded from other parties.

4, Explanation of the degree to which the information concerns a service that is
subject to competition. The Information includes information about WCX’s operations. If the
Information is not protected, competitors and would-be competitors could be able to use the
Information to their competitive advantage.

5. Explanation of how disclosure of the information could result in substantial
competitive harm. Because the Information generally would not be subject to public inspection
and would customarily be guarded from competitors, the Commission’s rules acknowledge that
release of the Information to the public is likely to produce competitive harm. WCX’s
competitors could assess aspects of WCX’s operations and determine the location of its planned
towers and customers to undermine WCX’s deployment objectives and competitive position.

6. ldentification of any measures taken by the submitting party to prevent
unauthorized disclosure. WCX maintains strict security concerning plans and financial
information. Only WCX and persons directly authorized by it have access to the data required to
produce the Information.

7. Identification of whether the information is available to the public and the extent
of any previous disclosure of the information to third parties. The information is not available to
the public and has not previously been disclosed to third parties.

8. Justification of the period during which the filing party asserts that material
should not be available for public disclosure. WCX requests that the Information be treated as
confidential indefinitely because it is not possible at this time to determine any date certain by
which the Information could be disclosed without risk of competitive harm to WCX.

9. Any other information that the party seeking confidential treatment believes may
be useful in assessing whether its request for confidentiality should be granted. If publicly
disclosed, the Information would be extremely harmful to WCX’s plans to deploy broadband
service using funds made available by the Commission.

A public version of this Supplement will be uploaded through the Commission’s
Electronic Comment Filing System.
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Hard copy to:
Ian Forbes
Telecommunications Access Policy Division
Wireline Competition Bureau
445 12th Street, S.W., Room 5-B438
Washington D.C. 20554

Via e-mail: lan.Forbes @fcc.gov

Attachments
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Sin{:e}rely,

Counsel\for Worldcall Interconnect, Inc.
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Confidential Attachment 1:

Form 5620 WCX-Financial Discussion

REDACTED FROM PUBLIC VERSION



Confidential Attachment 2:

Form 5620 Financial Attachment 1

REDACTED FROM PUBLIC VERSION



Confidential Attachment 3:

Form 5620 Financial Statements 2011 through September 2014

REDACTED FROM PUBLIC VERSION



