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Motorola Solutions, Inc. (“Motorola Solutions”) hereby files these comments in 

response to the Petition for Rulemaking filed jointly by the Enterprise Wireless Alliance 

(“EWA”) and Pacific DataVision (“PDV”) to create a new Private Enterprise Broadband 

(“PEBB”) allocation within the existing 896-901/935-940 MHz (“900 MHz”) band 

available under Part 90 of the Commission’s Rules.1  The goal of the Petition is to 

facilitate the reconfiguration of the 900 MHz band in a manner that would enable PEBB 

licensees to deploy wireless broadband systems dedicated to meeting the needs of the 

Critical Infrastructure Industries (“CII”) and the Business/Industrial/Land Transportation 

(“B/ILT”) user communities.2  Motorola Solutions urges the Commission to 

expeditiously initiate a rulemaking proceeding to consider implementation of the type of 

changes sought by the petitioners in a manner that fully protects the rights and interests of 

incumbent licensees.   

1  Petition for Rulemaking of the Enterprise Wireless Alliance and Pacific 
DataVision, Inc., RM-11738, filed Nov. 17, 2014 (“Petition”). 
2 Id. at 3. 
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The 900 MHz band is comprised of 399 channel pairs3 that are based on a 

standardized narrowband channel bandwidth of 12.5 kHz.4  The available channels are 

divided nearly evenly between the Specialized Mobile Radio (“SMR”) pool (200 channel 

pairs) and the B/ILT pool (199 channel pairs).5  Channels allotted to the two service pools 

are interleaved throughout the band, which prevents licensees from aggregating a 

meaningful number of contiguous channels in order to create broadband channels.

EWA and PDV propose that the Commission create the PEBB allocation using 

240 contiguous channel pairs located in the upper 3 MHz of the 900 MHz band (i.e., 898-

901/937-940 MHz.)6  The remaining spectrum (i.e., 896-898/935-937 MHz) would 

remain available for both site-based and geographic-area narrowband operations.7  A 

PEBB licensee would be permitted to negotiate with non-affiliated incumbent licensees 

operating in the PEBB allocation to relocate the incumbents to comparable facilities in 

the narrowband portion of the band or to otherwise accommodate their communications 

needs.8  An incumbent would not be obligated to relocate if acceptable replacement 

frequencies are not available.9  EWA would provide the initial coordination procedures to 

determine whether comparable facilities are available, consistent with past FCC 

practices.10  All costs associated with relocation would be paid by the PEBB licensee.11

3  47 C.F.R. § 90.613. 
4  47 C.F.R. § 90.209. 
5  47 C.F.R. § 90.617. 
6  Petition at 14. 
7 Id. at 15. 
8 Id. at 15-16. 
9 Id.
10 Id.
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The Petition proposes that the FCC issue PEBB licenses to any entity that holds at 

least 15 of the 20 wide area SMR licenses in the relevant Major Trading Area (“MTA”).12

In most markets, that entity would be PDV, which has acquired the 900 MHz channels 

formerly used by Sprint and now holds the largest number of 900 MHz licenses.  In the 

relatively few MTAs where no licensee holds at least 15 MTA-based SMR licenses, the 

existing MTA-SMR licensees in that area would negotiate to select the entity that 

receives the PEBB license.13  Finally, to maintain a relatively stable user environment 

during this proposed transition, the Petition urges the FCC to adopt a freeze on the 

licensing of 900 MHz Band B/ILT frequencies upon issuance of a notice of proposed 

rulemaking in this proceeding.14  In the interim, the Petition asks the Commission to 

monitor the volume and quality of applications received for 900 MHz band B/ILT 

frequencies to minimize greenmail opportunities.15

Motorola Solutions strongly supports the goal of advancing communications 

options for all business and industrial private wireless users.  While it would be 

preferable to allocate new greenfield spectrum for private broadband systems, Motorola 

Solutions supports inventive solutions that would maximize the efficient use of existing 

allocations without causing harmful impact to incumbent services.  To that end, Motorola 

Solutions supports the effort of EWA and PDV to develop this potential broadband 

solution for private wireless users.

11 Id.
12 Id. at 15. 
13 Id. at 17. 
14 Id. at 20. 
15 Id. at 21. 
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In large part, the capacity needed to develop 900 MHz PEBB networks is readily 

available with the recent retirement of Sprint’s iDen network that formerly occupied the 

900 MHz SMR channels.  In essence, PDV is asking for relatively modest regulatory 

relief that would minimize the regulatory burdens associated with consolidating its 

existing, vacant SMR channels that are scattered across the 900 MHz band.  Motorola 

Solutions believes that the broad concepts proposed in the Petition make sense but 

emphasizes that the rights of incumbent licensees must be preserved.  Fundamentally, 

incumbent costs for relocation should be fully funded by the PEBB license and no 

incumbent should be forced to relocate to frequencies that provide less coverage, 

performance or capacity than they now enjoy.  Determining the coordination and 

licensing policies that strike the correct balance between promoting new uses of the 

spectrum and protecting incumbent rights are rightfully considered in a rulemaking 

proceeding.   
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Finally, Motorola Solutions tentatively supports the recommendation that an 

application freeze be instituted with the issuance of a notice of proposed rulemaking in 

this proceeding.  However, such a freeze must be of limited duration so it is essential that 

the Commission move quickly to consider and adopt any final rules to promote private 

wireless broadband operations in the 900 MHz.
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