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98358 

990733 

2704932,2705199,2705849, 2706191 

This Letter of Appeal is in accordance with the information contained in the USAC Administrator's 

Decision on Appeal - Funding Year 2014-2015 dated December 23, 2014 (attached}. 

APPEAL -- PPEP TEC Celestino Fernandez Learning Center acknowledges the submittal of Item 21 

attachment was outside the filing window, but it is important to note the context within which this 

occurred. PPEP has received E-Rate funding for over a decade and recognizes the significance of 

adhering to deadlines and the positive impact E-Rate funding has on PPEP's ability to continue to serve 

rural farmworkers, low-income, minority, inner-city, and at-risk youth. Therefore, the basis of PPEP 

TEC's appeal is two-fold: 

1. PPEP TEC- Celestino Fernandez Learning Center experienced unfortunate turnover in key 

personnel because of surgeries and related health matters during the time the documents were 

due. The documents had been prepared as drafts, but awaited final review prior to submittal 

and continued to linger due to intermittent medical issues. PPEP TEC found itself in dire 

circumstances that led to the failure to properly submit a completed application in a timely 

manner. 

2. There was also a misreading of understandings and instructions between USAC staff and PPEP 

TEC staff that contributed to the confusion. There was the request and granting of a Summer 

Deferral. Then two parallel sets of instructions began to emerge as PPEP TEC staff {Shelly, 

"Dedicated to Improving the Quality of Rural Economic Life in Arizona" - SINCE 1967 



Suzette) resumed communications with USAC staff (Ellen, Carol, Megan). One was the 

application should still be completed and submitted along with attachments. The other was the 

deadline was in May and therefore only a verification had to be submitted that a completed 

application had been submitted back in May. Needless to say, the net result was additional 

confusion and uncertainty that contributed to the delay in response. 

Corrective Actions -- PPEP TEC has taken corrective actions to ensure non-recurrence. They include: 

1. The filing of E-Rate Application for PPEP TEC has been assigned to administrative staff in the 

PPEP Business Office. Ms. Suzette Hamill now has responsibilities for E-Rate for PPEP TEC 

schools. 

2. PPEP has hired Dr. Johnson Bia, a retired community college president, as its Chief 

Administrative Officer for Education with responsibilities that include administrative oversight of 

the PPEP TEC schools. The PPEP TEC schools are undergoing a review of operations as well as 

initiating a strategic planning process. A key element in the strategic planning involves 

modernization and enhancement of educational technology. lack of access to funding severely 

hampers PPEP TEC's initiative to enhance learning and business operations. 

3. PPEP TEC schools has entered into a Memorandum of Understanding with Pima Community 

College (signed on November 25, 2014) to partner on educational projects that include dual 

enrollment, concurrent enrollment, resource development, professional development, and 

other customized arrangements. The E-Rate financial support will significantly enhance the 

collaboration and directly benefit the learning experience by PPEP TEC high school students. 

Again, these students are mostly farmworkers, low-income, minority, inner city and rural at-risk 

youth. 

Finally, as a not-for-profit (and not-for-loss) operation, the denial of $151,729 is devastating and 

detrimental to the effectiveness of providing educational opportunities to students who need it the 

most. The high school serves a population of youth for whom PPEP TEC is truly an educational 

opportunity of "last resort." 

PPEP, Inc., the parent non-profit organization, recently celebrated its 47th Anniversary. PPEP began 

in 1967 in a re-purposed 1957 Chevy school bus to serve as a portable classroom/lab on an itinerant 

schedule to farm labor camps throughout southern Arizona. The portable, practical, educational 

preparation concept blossomed into a thriving grass-roots commitment to "Improving the Quality of 

Rural Economic life in Arizona." 

The same vision, mission and passion enable PPEP, Inc. and PPEP TEC to serve southern Arizona 

today. PPEP has received numerous recognitions for its services to the community over the 47 

years. Some of the more recent recognitions/proclamations include: 

Michael B. Enzi, United States Senator, Wyoming 

Margaret Moran, LULAC National President, Washington, DC 

Andy M. Tobin, Speaker of the House, District 1, Arizona 

Juan Carlos Escamilla, House Representative, District 4, Arizona 



Sharon Bronson, Chair of Board of Supervisors, Pima County, Arizona 

Jonathan Rothschild, Mayor, City of Tucson, Arizona 

Lee Lambert, Chancellor, Pima Community College, Arizona 

We hope to continue our many years of productive relationship and thank you for considering our 

appeal. We would greatly appreciate your approval of the E-Rate funding for 2014-2015. I can be 

contacted at Johnson.Bia@PPEP.Org. 

n Bia, 

dministrative Officer for Education 

For further information, please contact: 

Suzette Hamill 

PPEP, Inc. 

802 E 46th Street 

Tucson, AZ 85713 

Telephone: (520) 806-4647 

Email: shamill@PPEP.Org 



Universal Service A(hninistrative Company 
Schools & Libraries Division 

Administrator's Decision on Appeal- Funding Year 2014-2015 

December 23, 2014 

Suzette Hamill 
PPEC, Inc 
802 East 46th Street 
Tucson, AZ 85713 

Re: Applicant Name: 

Billed Entity Number: 

PPEP TEC-CELESTINO FERNANDEZ 
LEARNING CENTER 
98358 

Form 471 Application Number: 990733 
2704932,2705199,2705849,2706191 
November21, 2014 

Funding Request Number(s): 
Your Correspondence Dated: 

After thorough review and investigation of all relevant facts, the Schools and Libraries 
Division (SLD) of the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) has made its 
decision in regard to your appeal of USA C's Funding Year 2014 Ftmding Commitment 
Decision Letter for the Apphcation Number indicated above. This letter explains the 
basis of USA C's decision. The date of this letter begins the 60 day time period for 
appealing this decision. If your Letter of Appeal included more than one Application 
Number, please note that you will receive a separate letter for each application. 

Funding Request Number(s): 
Decision on Appeal: 
Explanation: 

2704932,2705199,2705849,2706191 
Denied 

• A thorough review of your appeal and the relevant facts shows that you 
postmarked the Item 21 attachment on 09/29/2014, which is outside of FY 2014 
filing window of 05/27/2014. In order to be considered for funding, Item 21 
attachments had to be postmarked no later than 05/27/2014. On 05/06/2014, 
USAC informed you that your Item 21 attachment was missing and allowed you 
until 05/29/2014 to submit your Item 21 attachment. The applicant postmarked 
the Item 21 attachment on 09/29/2014. You have failed to demonstrate that your 
Item 21 attachment was postmarked on or before 05/29/2014. Consequently, your 
appeal is denied. 

• The FCC requires completed FCC Fonn 471 applications and certifications to be 
postmarked by the final date of the filing window for the relevant funding year for 

J (}O South Jcff-erson Road, P 0 . Box 902, Whippany. New Jers.:y 07981 
Visit us on line at: www.usac.01glsll 



the application in order to be considered timely filed . See Request for Waiver by 
Alpine County Unified School District, Markleeville, California, et al., Federal
State Joint Board on Universal Service, Changes to the Board of Directors of the 
National Exchange Carrier Association, Inc., File Nos. NEC.471.01-24-
00.5400004, et al., CC Docket Nos. 96-45 and 97-21, Order, DA 02-75 paras. 2 
and 4 (rel. Jan. 14, 2002). Further, the applicants must submit Item 21 
Attachments to their FCC Forms 471 before the filing window deadline or their 
applications will be considered out of window. See Schools and Libraries 
Universal Service Support Mechanism, CC Docket No. 02-6, Order, DA 11-88 
para. 4 (rel. Jan. 14, 2011 ). Begimung with funding year 2011, when USAC 
determines that an application lacks an Item 21 Attachment, USAC will treat the 
missing Attachment as it treats a missing certification. USAC will inform the 
applicant promptly in w1iting of the omission and give it 15 calendar days from 
receipt of that notice to submit the missing Item 21 Attachments. If apphcants do 
not provide timely responses to USAC requests for omitted Item 21 Attachments, 
USAC should treat the associated applications as out of window for the purposl!s 
of meeting the filing window deadline. See id., para.5. 

Since your appeal was denied in full, dismissed or cancelled, you may file an appeal with 
the FCC. Your appeal must be postmarked within 60 days of the date on this letter. 
Failure to meet this requirement will result in automatic dismissal of your appeal. You 
should refer to CC Docket No. 02-6 on the first page of your appeal to the FCC. If you 
are submitting your appeal via United States Postal Service, send to: FCC, Office of the 
Secretary, 445 12th Street SW, Washington, DC 20554. Further information and options 
for filing an appeal directly with the FCC can be found under the Reference 
Area/" Appeals" of the SLD section of the USAC website or by contacting the Client 
Service Bureau. We strongly recommend that you use the electronic filing options. 

We thank you for your continued suppmt, patience and cooperation during the appeal 
process. 

Schools and Libraries Division 
Universal Service Administrative Company 

100 South .lctfrrson Road. P.O. Box 902. Whippany. New Jersey 0798 1 
Visit us on line nt: www.usac.org/sll 


