
 

 

Before the 
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

Washington, DC  20554 
 
In the Matter of  ) 
  ) 
Special Access for Price Cap Local Exchange ) WC Docket No. 05-25 
Carriers;  ) 
  ) 
AT&T Corporation Petition for Rulemaking to ) RM-10593 
Reform Regulation of Incumbent Local Exchange ) 
Carrier Rates for Interstate Special Access  ) 
Services      ) 
 
 

CENTURYLINK PETITION FOR LIMITED WAIVER 
OF DEADLINE FOR DATA SUBMISSION 

 
Pursuant to Section 1.3 of the Commission’s rules,1 CenturyLink hereby requests a 

limited waiver of the filing deadline for the Commission’s data collection in the above-captioned 

proceedings (Special Access Data Collection).2  CenturyLink requests permission to submit its 

data container, as well as its response to Question II.A.5 of the data collection, on February 17, 

2015.  CenturyLink will file the remaining narrative responses to the Special Access Data 

Collection by the January 29, 2015 deadline.3  While CenturyLink is in a position to file the 

entirety of its submission by the deadline, the additional time requested will enable the company 

to address a set of recently-discovered errors and omissions in approximately 11 million records 

that would significantly undermine the accuracy and usability of its submission. 

                                                 
1 47 C.F.R. § 1.3. 
2 This petition is filed by and on behalf of CenturyLink, Inc. and its subsidiaries. 
3 See In the Matter of Special Access for Price Cap Local Exchange Carriers; AT&T 
Corporation Petition for Rulemaking to Reform Regulation of Incumbent Local Exchange 
Carrier Rates for Interstate Special Access Services, Order, WC Docket No. 05-25, RM-10593 
(rel. Nov. 26, 2014) (November 26 Order) (setting a January 29, 2015 filing deadline for large 
businesses). 
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I. BACKGROUND 

CenturyLink has worked diligently to compile the data and information specified in the 

data collection.  In doing so, CenturyLink had to pull data from numerous billing and other back-

office systems.  Given the scope and complexity of the data request, this effort took a team of 

information technology professionals many months of work.  After the data were compiled, we 

then engaged in spot checking to ensure their validity.  This exercise revealed a series of 

anomalies in several fields in the billing data collected in response to Questions II.A.12 and 

II.B.4, which comprise close to 18 million records.  In more than half those records, one or more 

fields were blank or corrupted.  While the sources of these errors are unclear, it appears that the 

errors arise, at least in part, from the disparate ways in which the data are maintained in 

CenturyLink’s various billing systems created prior to the CenturyTel-Embarq and CenturyLink-

Qwest mergers. 

As soon as it discovered this issue, CenturyLink developed a plan to correct the identified 

errors in the billing data.  We have been steadily working through this process, but recently 

realized that we could not finish the data cleanup by the January 29th deadline.  At that point, we 

explained the situation to the Commission staff.4  In the course of that discussion, CenturyLink 

also noted the difficulty in identifying the in-service date of the Nodes it will identify in response 

to Question II.A.5.5  CenturyLink is currently investigating whether it is possible to identify the 

                                                 
4 See Letter from Jeffrey S. Lanning, CenturyLink, to Marlene H. Dortch, FCC, WC Docket No. 
05-25 (filed Jan. 28, 2015). 
5 Question II.A.5 directs Competitive Providers to submit a map showing the fiber routes it owns 
or leases pursuant to an IRU agreement that constitute the provider’s network, and also 
“locations of all Nodes used to interconnect with third-party networks, and the year that each 
went live.”  See In the Matter of Special Access for Price Cap Local Exchange Carriers; AT&T 
Corporation Petition for Rulemaking to Reform Regulation of Incumbent Local Exchange 
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in-service date for at least some of those Nodes and therefore includes its response to Question 

II.A.5 within the scope of this Petition. 

II. REQUEST FOR LIMITED WAIVER 

By this petition, CenturyLink seeks an extension of time until February 17, 2015 to 

submit its data container in the Special Access Data Collection.  The Commission may waive 

any of its rules for good cause where, due to special circumstances, deviation from a rule would 

better serve the public interest and the Commission’s purposes than strict enforcement of the 

rule.6  Such circumstances are present here.  Despite its diligent work, CenturyLink has 

discovered a high error rate in a substantial portion of the data it had prepared to submit by the 

deadline for the data collection.  CenturyLink has developed and is executing on a plan to fix as 

many of these errors as possible.  Both the public interest and the Commission’s objectives in 

this proceeding will be best served by allowing CenturyLink the additional time requested to 

address this issue.  This brief extension should have no negative impact on the data collection, 

particularly given that the Commission’s filing schedule does not call for the data collection to 

be complete until February 27, 2015.7 

Applicable precedent also supports grant of the requested relief.  In considering the 

merits of a waiver, the Commission may account for considerations of hardship, equity, or more 

effective implementation of overall policy on an individual basis.8  Here, the requested relief will 

                                                                                                                                                             
Carrier Rates for Interstate Special Access Services, Order on Reconsideration, 29 FCC Rcd 
10899, Appendix A, Question II.A5 (Wireline Comp. Bur. 2014). 
6 47 C.F.R. § 1.3.  See also Northeast Cellular Telephone Co. v. FCC, 897 F.2d 1164, 1166 (D.C. 
Cir. 1990); WAIT Radio v. FCC, 418 F.2d 1153 (D.C. Cir. 1969). 
7 See November 26 Order at 1 (setting a February 27, 2015 filing deadline for small businesses). 
8 WAIT Radio, 418 F.2d at 1159. 
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further the Commission’s intent to gather comprehensive and reliable demand data, which it has 

characterized as “a key input into any statistical analysis of how price varies with competition.”9 

For the foregoing reasons, the Commission should grant CenturyLink the limited relief 

requested and extend the deadline for it to submit its data container, and its response to Question 

II.A.5, in the Special Access Data Collection until February 17, 2015. 

Respectfully submitted, 

CENTURYLINK 
 

By: /s/ Craig J. Brown     
Craig J. Brown 
1099 New York Avenue, NW 
Suite 250 
Washington, DC  20001 
Phone 303-992-2503 
Craig.J.Brown@CenturyLink.com  
 
Its Attorney 

 
 
January 29, 2015 

                                                 
9 In the Matter of Special Access for Price Cap Local Exchange Carriers; AT&T Corporation 
Petition for Rulemaking to Reform Regulation of Incumbent Local Exchange Carrier Rates for 
Interstate Special Access Services, Report and Order and Further Notice of Proposed 
Rulemaking, 27 FCC Rcd 16318, 16333 ¶ 38 (rel. Dec. 18, 2012). 


