
February 2, 2015 

Via Electronic Filing 

Marlene H. Dortch  
Secretary Federal Communications Commission  
445 Twelfth Street S.W.  
Washington, D.C. 20554 

Re: Protecting and Promoting the Open Internet (GN Docket No. 14-28)  

Dear Ms. Dortch:   

Given how important the Internet is to the U.S.’s vibrant startup ecosystem, startups 
around the country have been paying close attention to the FCC’s rulemaking in the Open 
Internet docket. Engine—a nonprofit advocacy and research organization that promotes policies 
to help entrepreneurship and startup activity—has been working to make sure the startup 
community’s interests in preserving an open Internet are heard. 

To that end, Engine hereby submits an editorial published today in Re/code (attached 
hereto as Exhibit A) that outlines particular areas of interest that the startup community would 
like to see in the Open Internet rules the Commission is set to issue in February.  

Startups everywhere want the FCC to enact strong net neutrality rules grounded in its 
Title II authority that create bright line bans on ISP gatekeeper discrimination—including bans 
on blocking, throttling, paid prioritization, and data sponsorship—and that give the FCC flexibility 
to address future forms of discrimination that have not yet emerged. In light of this strong 
interest in making sure ISPs cannot abuse their gatekeeper power in a manner that would harm 
startups seeking to compete in markets with entrenched incumbents, startups wish to see the 
FCC prohibit discriminatory activity anywhere it occurs, not just in the last mile. The FCC’s rules 
should address recent actions by ISPs to discriminate against edge providers at interconnection 
points. To startups and consumers, it does not matter whether ISPs seek to impose access fees 
on the last mile or at interconnection points with backbone transit providers, as the resulting 
damage to innovation is the same. 

Recent reports that the FCC is planning to enact open Internet rules predicated upon 
Title II reclassification are encouraging. It is crucial that the FCC use its authority under Title II to 
make sure that the net neutrality regulations it enacts are strong enough to prevent the myriad 



ways ISPs may seek to extract monopoly rents from edge providers and flexible enough to react 
to future threats to the open Internet.  
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 

Evan Engstrom 
Policy Director, Engine 
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