
Shields Submission For The Record                    2/12/2015                        page 1 of 2 

Before the 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, D.C. 20554 

Submission of Joe Shields on the Multiple Petitions Filed By the Banking Industry 

and Debt Collectors Which Seek to Nullify Prior Express Consent Entirely and 

Create an Exemption For Wrong Number or Reassigned Number Calls Which 

Places The Responsibility to Comply With the TCPA on The Recipient of the Calls. 

I recently came across 2 news articles which I believe represent the true nature of 

the many petitions filed by lobbyists and special interest groups for the banking industry 

and debt collection industry. 

The USA Today February 8th, 2015 article points out the central goal of the 

lobbyists: 1. Defeat the prior express consent of the TCPA so that robocalls can be made 

to anyone that gets a new cell number and 2. Defeat the prior express consent of the 

TCPA so that robocalls can be made by banks and debt collectors to cell numbers. 

The U.S. PIRG article exposes the banks and debt collectors leading an array of 

powerful special interests in running a sneaky, backdoor attack on the consumer 

protection law that prevents robocalls to consumer cell phones without their consent. 

Both articles cite to a letter addressed to Commissioner Tom Wheeler from 

thirteen Senators which for some reason has not been posted to the proceeding. The letter 

notes the attack on the TCPA by lobbyists and special interest groups for the banking 
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industry and debt collection industry and expresses a deep concern that those changes 

would undermine the intent and spirit of the TCPA. 

In this day and time where more and more illegal robocalls are made by legitimate 

companies the Commission should be ensuring that consumers can use their cell phones 

the way the consumers want and not how the banks and debt collectors want to use 

consumer cell phones. The idea that someone other than the owner of property can take 

over property belonging to someone else offends every common sense on liberty and 

justice. The banks and debt collectors have no rights to another’s property. The 

Commission must not cave to the lobbyists and special interest groups for the banking 

industry and debt collection industry which seek to confiscate our cell phones for their 

own purposes. 

Respectfully submitted, 

_____/s/_________

Joe Shields 
Texas Government & Public Relations Spokesperson for Private Citizen Inc. 
16822 Stardale Lane 
Friendswood, Texas 77546 


