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~UJlD1·isn nf tl1.e iq1tite1' ~tat.e.u 
masl1it19tuu, ilo.t 2051.!i. 

' OecembeT 2, 2014 

Mr. Tom Wheeler, Chairman 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12thStr~et, So~thwest 
Washingtoll, DC.20.554~0004 

Dear Chairman Wheeler-:: 

We are writing to you nn behalf of Mr. Barry Scott, Superintendent, McCrory Public Schools in 
Arkans~. regarding his request fortbe Federat Conununicatioµs Commission (FCC) to waive · 
th~ requirement that a contract is sigqed prior to the submissfon of Fonn 4 71 , The Sch.ools and 
Libraries Universal Service Description of Services Ordered and ~fication. Attached you 
will find a copy ot"tlie: SUperintendent' s reque~t that was recently subndtted to the FCC online. 

According to Superintendent Scott, he suddenly became i.U prior to the school bo-atd meeting 
durillg which the broadband contract was schedultd for e.onsidera!ion, :Since the superintendent 
had to mis.s ihe. me,eting~ the official leading the meeting deci.ded to_tabfo consideration of the 
contractun1il his relttm.- This unfortunate Qccurr~nce re$ulted in the contract no~ being signed 
prior to the submission of Form 4 71 . 

McCrory is a small, rural town in Arkansas .. There is only one broadband proYider available, and. 
broadband access jg ve:ry:Unportant to the sc.hoo.l district as it prepares for upcoming mandatory 
t~sti,ng. Under. the circunistances, we would be grateful. if you would extend all possible 
fawra:ble and expeditious consideration to-8upe$tendent Scott's- waiv~r requestt in aC(:()rdance 
with the ·regulations. Time is crucial to the school district being abl~ to meet the needs of tlle 
shidents and edu~tion requirements. 

Thartk:you in ad~~e. for your:understanding and coo~on~ We look fonvard to teceiving 
your re~nse .. 

{'-'\~~--- ~>./~ 
Mark.Pryor 
United States:Senator 

"·-<···( 

Rick Crawford 
Member 0.f Congress 

No. of Copies rec'd. __ ~ __ ._ 
ListABCDE 
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RE: Mc:Crory School l)L<;trict E-ralc Form 471 ~umber 976.144. 

The McCrory School District res~tfillly r~tm the f CC \\'niv~ the requirement t.h:Jt t\ contract. 
is signed 'Prior to the sub.mission the· Ponu 4 71. The distri1:1 submitt~d Funding Yellf 2015120 l 6 
Ftu1;1147l 976~~ 011 Marth 2L 2014. The service li~ted on <fw applietl1ioi' is ltttemet access Vi3 

fiber from C'i:nturyl.ink 10 1h-e McCrorr Schof1l Oislric:I. . 

The reason the c"ntrnct ''us 11ot sigMd a1 the linw of submission i:> simpk On the day of the 
!\larch 20, 2014 schnol hoard m..:cting (at whi1.:h time the bro<1J band <:.0nncction was going to ti< 
llis\!usscJ), ~'ur i.uP'!1i111cmkn1 ~01 ' iek anJ \\IJ' 11.11ahl~111 aticn<l thC' sncctin~ As ~uch. the hi¥}1 
sch.oot principal conduci.:d lh~ m1:iftin~ ~ut did not feel comfortable discussing the broadband 
issue (~:Juse hi! ''-:is not up to ~pc.'cd on the m;.ttcn so Lhc ~hool bo3ld decided to table the 
discussion until th~ .>\pril ml'Cling. On the April m~tinu tilt school board discussec.I the con1ract 
aud. h \~-as siG.f1ed. 

h was already ctecidcd Ohroush di$~si<'ns by th<: 'l\whnalogy Coot<lina1~r a.dyisirtg lhc 
~ .. .,crint~n\lr.:111) pri¢r lo the bQlltd m~ctlns llil:ll I~ dlMl'ic:t woold enter Im<> th.: 36 month Co'11~t 
with Cw1uryLlnk. The cMtra<:l wns S(:,hedul~d to be SiGncd in ~farch prior to the 
supcrinl<nde,nt' $ illness. ·1 h~ thm:tn~ of"'~"'-" ~hows the Jlstri1:t "as o~rutiog In ~ooJ fajtll anJ 
fully intended to sign the cont~! rn<rr to subminin~ th\! ~onn -171. 

The follo~ iug tiruclinc will ~how that the McCrol) School l)istrict was pr.:par.:d to sign a 
contr.\ctpriorto the tilini: of the Fom1411. 

Jul)• 15. 201.3 . 
febnmry l 1. '20 14: 

f,:\>Naty 26. ::014: 

F~bruary 28 • .2014: 

M~h 14. ~Of4 
Marth 20 • .2014 

MMM 20. 2014 

'Mte district submittl.'d £•.rnlc Form 470 &5699000 l 137807 
l)uc to Mtlclp:m:d J\t.l\l<? fonding for li~r c~c:ctiYicy tlw district subrnitt;cd 
a second ~-rate Form 470 864a8000l .22::!934 
CcnturyLink. the only pnJ\ iikr in ~ McCrory im:a. pruvidcd quotes for it 
36 ml)nth and a 60 momh \:\llllr.-:l (:\t~hmc:nt A). 
~k('ro~ ~chuol District rC\juc~11!d a qua1c for a t)nc (I) y~-:ir contracr 
(:\1tJchm.:n1 B). 
Ccntul) Link fl:SJxmJc:d th:it n unt <I l )'~.ar <."Onlrlt1.:1 i ' not available: 
(Attach111~nt C) 
Bo.11l! ng_l.'n® puhHsh">c.I (Atttehm1.'Jlt 0). 
SupcrintcmJent 'lpcns-0dtninis1ra1ion oflke for bourd mec1lnt. 
Superintendent bc\,·om1:~ 100 ill m rcmuin for tbc discussion on 1hc 
broadb:u:td c.ontr:)cl. 
8<.lard postp0nes broadtiand discu.~siun to next boord mcctini (Attachmt.nt 
E) 



March 21. 2014 
April 17. 2()14 
April 28. 201 4 
Mar 15, 2014 
May 2. 2014 

E-ral<: applkation. hirm 471 976344 submitted. 
Bonrd npprovcs 36 month contmcl \\ith Cenmry·Link (Attachment F) 
Contnacl hetwcen M«rnry School Dist.net sig:ni!d (Ant1chmcn1 G) 
VSAC approves Form ·H l 976344 as. submiued 
C'cmuryLirtk refU/,Cd 10 ifl.'$1uJI connectivity because: contrac-t was si~ncd 
after the £-rate F'onn 471 w.i.s submitted. 

1\11cCrory School District respectfully n .. -quests 1h~ FCC grnnt 1h~ district a ,,·niver of the signt'-d 
contract rc-qu1remcnt . McCro~ is a v~r} small rural lown in Ark:insas and only hos one provider, 
Century Link. Broadband nccc~ is crucia l as the dic;1rk1 c~bmccs digical lca.mlng. onc-10..one 
initiatives and prepares for common core tC:.'ling. 

lf you have any questions pk:i.se contact Oryan lowcry, Technology Coordinutur via phone (870-
7 3 t -0082} or lowe:ry~$mccrory .k 12.ar.u.ll. 

Bnrry N. Sc<'ll 
Supcrihtcndcnt 


