




 The Order should recognize that broadband Internet access service providers (IAPs) 
should not be permitted to evade the Open Internet rules at the local or regional 
interconnection point (IXP) through which inbound Internet traffic must flow to 
reach the last mile.  
 

o Consistent with the FCC's determination that IAP last mile access tolls (i.e., 
charging edge providers a fee solely for accepting or delivering traffic to 
and from end user customers) are impermissible (see para 67, 2010 Open 
Internet Order), the 2015 Order should make clear that such charges are no 
less problematic if levied at the point of interconnection (IXP) to the last 
mile. 
 

 In the event of a complaint filed under section 208, broadband Internet access 
providers should bear the burden of demonstrating that any interconnection fee 
imposed is just and reasonable and non-discriminatory.   
 

o Such interconnection fee, if any, may be imposed only where the broadband 
IAP  provides some service other than what’s necessary for accepting traffic 
at the point(s) of interconnection and delivering that traffic from such 
point(s) to the IAP’s own subscribers.   

 To protect consumers and small businesses during interconnection disputes, 
broadband IAPs must maintain the original quality of service to their own end user 
BIAS customers during any dispute so that those customers still get the service for 
which they have paid during the pendency of the dispute.   


