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It was for the first time[15][16] ruled by a decision of The United States Court of 
Appeals for the Ninth Circuit[17] that a blogger is entitled to the same free speech
protections as a traditional journalist and cannot be liable for defamation unless 
the blogger acted negligently.[18] The Ninth Circuit court essentially said 
journalists and bloggers are one and the same when it comes to the First 
Amendment[15] because the "protections of the First Amendment do not turn on whether
the defendant was a trained journalist, formally affiliated with traditional news 
entities, engaged in conflict-of-interest disclosure, went beyond just assembling 
others' writings, or tried to get both sides of a story."[16][17]
Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Freedom_of_the_press_in_the_United_States
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