February 19, 2015

Dear Chairman Wheeler:

We write to you at a crucial moment for net neutrality, as we probably don’t have to
remind you. We understand that your position can be thankless and that it is difficult to
take a stand for what is right when there is so much pressure from powerful interests and
their political allies. As musicians and composers, we want to thank you for moving
forward with strong net neutrality rules. As so many creators have already noted,
reclassification under Title II is the best way to ensure that the Internet remains open for
us to build businesses, reach audiences and earn a living in what is a challenging
marketplace for creative content.

You certainly have our appreciation. And we urge you to remain steadfast in your efforts to
keep the Internet a viable platform for creative entrepreneurs. Without clear and
enforceable rules that let us compete alongside the biggest companies, our ability to create
and innovate will be threatened, if not extinguished.

Please don’t be fooled by those trying to turn this issue into a partisan grudge match. Not
only do recent polls show that some 80 percent of conservatives back your plan, the music
community—which includes folks of all political dispositions—is equally supportive. The
reason is simple: creators of all genres and backgrounds will benefit from the protections
your proposal would enshrine. Net neutrality is not only a powerful engine of creative
expression and civic discourse, it is the very oxygen of a free and competitive marketplace
built on technological and cultural innovation. And artists are drivers of both.

The music community has endured tremendous consolidation in the media marketplace
that has limited opportunities for many creators to reach audiences and earn a living. We
are sure that you probably don’t need to be reminded, but we’ll mention it anyway: there is
a public interest imperative in preserving an open Internet and the creative sector is a huge
part of this interest. It is our creativity that enriches culture and inspires the world in
countless ways. The Internet is one of the greatest amplifiers of our contributions to
society, and society benefits from access to a diverse array of lawful online content. While
we await details of the specific provisions in your proposal, we are confident that you have
chosen the proper framework with which to proceed.

We know that you will face political opposition and coordinated attacks from well-funded
corporations. But isn’t it cooler to have us on your side than some giant ISP? We think so.
And we’ll step up to defend your plan because we know it’s the right call, and we know you
understand the importance of making it.

So we thank you, Chairman Wheeler. For listening to our perspectives and making some
tough but crucial decisions. Now let’s get this thing over the finish line so that today and
tomorrow’s artists can continue to enrich our culture and achieve excellence on our

own terms.
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