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I write regarding todafs rapidly evolving video marketplace, ~pec~fi~allY- the challenges 
and opportunities it presents for many.independent programmers and -rural television 
viewers. As the Com·mis~on review~ video marj(et competition and proposed i114us~ 
consolidatio~ it should ensure that the public interest benefits resulting from a dynamic video 
market are mail)-tained for citizens Hying fa rural areas. The pending mergers before the 
Commission offer an op.portunity to advance innovation, competition; and access to important 
content for all Americans. · 

As you know, America's farmers and ranchers rely on rural-focused programming to 
receive important il,lforroatiqn that helps ~hem remain ~ompetitive in the gloJ?.al agricultural 
economy. Additionally, many tiard~working American families wantthe voice oftheirrural 
comnwr:iiti.es represented as an«;>pt~on ori th~ir prp~rnming lineup. When tnultichann.el video 
programming·di~tributors grow~ consumers in both rural and utb~ parts. of the· toµ_ntfy shoq.ld 
benefit from economies of scale; Those. benefits should extend beyond next~generation products 
art_d pla,tfonns. Th,~y should also indµqe meeting consum~r demand for content that· reflects 
uniquely·rutal interests. 

It is itnp6rtant that our nation's video market continues to i'111prove access to 
programming. I ask that the CommiSsion. when using its public interest.standard, properly 
ae~ourit for the ir;npottance of nu:al cj~zens and. consi~er the effect$ of con_soljdation on 
independent programmers and their viewers. 

Thank you for your attention lo this important matter. 
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Sincerely, 

Deb·Fischer 
United. StMe~. Senator 
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