
Closed Captioning Exemption Request for Fallah Productions programs 
 
 

Name of the Programming for which exemption is requested 
There are three programs that would need Closed Captioning exemption.  
#1 – Windy City Poker Championship 
#2 – Chad Brown Poker Championship 
#3 – Jax50k Cash Game 
 

The Nature and Cost of Closed Captioning 
Quote from Aaron King CaptionMax 
Unable to caption HDV (Primary source of show) 
Live captioning $200/hour 

 
 



 
 
 
 
Quote from Craig Wilson Dynamic Captioning 
Unable to do HDV as well 
Live Captioning $120/hour 
 
Hi Kirk: 
 
The 2015 Live Rate for a 60 minute program remains the same at $120-. 
 
You had also requested rate for a 60 minute program captioned and encoded to tape.  
This is a different workflow and the rates for offline captioning and encoding are as 
follows: 
 
60 minute offline captioning, rollup format @ $300. 
60 minute HDCam encoding (including tape stock) @ $210. 
FEDEX shipping to Client:  Pre-Paid and charged to client at cost. 
 
**  It should be noted that in HD format we can only encode to HDCAM video tape. 
 
Yes we do accept VISA as payment. 
 
Happy holidays and please let me know if I may be of additional assistance. 
 
~ Craig 
 
Craig Wilson 
Sr. Account Executive 
  
Dynamic Captioning 
4650 N Breton CT SE 
Grand Rapids, MI 49508 
616.802.0181 
Craig.WIlson@DynamicCaptioning.com 
www.DynamicCaptioning.com 

 
 
 
 Please consider our environment before printing this email 
This message is intended only for the use of the Addressee and may contain information that is 
PRIVILEGED and CONFIDENTIAL.   If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any 
dissemination of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in 
error, please erase all copies of the message and its attachments and notify us immediately. 
 



On Fri, Dec 19, 2014 at 3:35 PM, WindyCityPoker 
<kirk@windycitypokerchampionship.com> wrote: 
Craig,  
 
I wanted to follow up and find out the rates for Dynamic Captioning for Closed 
Captioning in 2015 on CSN Chicago for a 1-hour long program. I believe it $120. You 
take VISA as payment? I am preparing new shows for 2015 and would like to know the 
live CC cost for captioning a program. Can you also provide me with the captioning rate 
for a 60 minute program produced in HD and submitted via HDV Mini DV Tape? I may 
send the show to other networks and they may require a CC'ed tape. 
 
Sincerely,  
Kirk Fallah 
Windy City Poker Championship 
 

Annual costs and examples: 
Windy City Poker Championship, Chad Brown Poker Championship, and Jax50K Cash 
Game have produced a total of 40+ programs. These programs have broadcasted 
minimally 3-5 times on each network we have worked with. Approx 13 sports networks.  
 
40 shows x 3 broadcasts = 120 broadcasts per network x $120 (lowest live cost for CC) = 
$14,400 in closed captioning cost per network 
 
13 networks x $14,400 = $187,200 in closed captioning cost to date if required 
 
In 2015 the plan is to re-broadcast 27 previous episodes + 5 new episodes in Chicago, 
Houston, Milwaukee, and many other networks. Minimally 5 sports networks right now 
is the goal for the programs. They would air these 27 old programs and 5 new shows 
minimally 2 times. Taking into consideration the cheapest cost which is live Closed 
Captioning, as well as taking into consideration that HDV which is the cheapest format 
and ONLY format these programs are able to be produced on (which can not be 
captioned). The minimal cost for LIVE CC would be 32 x 2 = 64 total broadcasts per 
network. 64 x 5 networks = 320 broadcasts x $120 per broadcast = $38,400 in closed 
captioning cost. 
 
One would suggest then why the need for only live CC? It comes down to the quality and 
timing of the program, for example each show has dated references, or if we do have any 
sponsors are local to the Chicago market which means they need not be broadcasted in 
Milwaukee, or Houston. Additionally the distribution network we work with is on a low 
cost/barter basis which means we need to place their own advertising in the shows that 
are sent around the nation. So not only is there significant time in re-editing each show 
for a new market, but this means that one episode has 5 different edits of the program, 
which also have different timing for segments and commercial breaks. That means 
Closed Captioning on a single physical tape to be duplicated is not possible as that would 
require 5 separate tapes per episode. Which also means up-converting and dubbing to a 



HD Cam specification which means a new cost for dubbing, as well as purchasing a HD 
Cam tape which can be $100 +.  
http://www.bhphotovideo.com/bnh/controller/home?O=&sku=214529&gclid=CPC-
_v_p18ICFck-Mgodb2oAJg&Q=&is=REG&A=details 
 
Equipment to purchase option for Closed Captioning 
To purchase equipment is not only an additional cost for the physical hardware, but it 
would require taking a significant amount of time to try and make the system work with 
the current consumer grade editing and video equipment. Additionally this means having 
more work to do when these current projects do not currently have a post production 
budget. The editor is I…Kirk Fallah. The reason for this is because there are no editors 
that would work on a “barter” basis for shows that take 120 hours to complete for one 
episode. Working as my own editor makes it possible for my budget to cover the bare 
minimum which would be the equipment rental, and crew costs. In fact I re-use tapes to 
save $3 each time I recycle a new tape into use. 
 
CC Encoders range from $800-$9,000 
http://www.bhphotovideo.com/bnh/controller/home?O=&sku=996520&gclid=COTFptH
q18ICFcKPMgodEzQAGQ&Q=&is=REG&A=details 
 
 

Impact of captioning in our programs 
The cost of the closed captioning of our programs would significantly impact the shows 
and cause them to not be produced or broadcasted not only outside of the home market 
but in the home market as well. With no budget for extra resources, crew members, post 
production help, or even new tapes for episodes…if we were not exempt from CC 
requirements the shows would cost more then they would generate and no longer be a 
product that would be produced. This would impact not only the show, but the crew 
members who rely on a few good working jobs each year, the networks that rely on the 
good programming, and lastly the charities who benefit from the national TV exposure 
which in turn brings out lots of players to participate. Airing the shows outside of the 
home market as you saw above is a significant cost of more than $14,000 per network for 
the current plans. Broadcasting in the home market is the same…expensive. I also would 
like for you to consider the nature of the program and how it is produced. If you are 
watching the show with no sound…and no Closed Captioning to read…you know 
EXACTLY what is going on because the show is very graphics heavy. Every action of 
the player is dictated by graphics, you see the hand they are delt, the amount in the pot, 
the betting, their actions, the cards in the community…all of which are shows on the 
screen. This is done for the viewers who are at a bar and can not hear the action nor read 
any CC wording but can follow along with the graphics. There is no doubt in my mind 
that being required to CC these programs will end the run of the shows completely and 
cause me and my company to start over and try and find a new line of revenue and 
income. Trust me…I WANT to be in a position where I do not need to ask for exemption, 
but right now we just are not there because we are doing charity events which have zero 
budget like you would see a casino have or that you would see ESPN have.  
 



 

Financial Resources 
Information being gathered 

 

Video programming distribution help 
I currently have only one company that distributes my programs to other networks, this is 
on a minimal barter/cost basis because there is no budget to do more then a few extra 
networks. I reached out to Cap Sports for assistance but considering our arrangements it 
is not in the budget for them. 
 
Kirk 
 
Thank you for your email...  
 
My company cannot commit more resources and time to this project than 
what we have done in 2014 moving forward ... The best we can do is to 
provide the level of service and commitment as we did last year ... 
This would not allow for us to cover the expenses of added costs of 
taking on the closed captioning costs ... 
 
Thanks 
 
Curt 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: WindyCityPoker [mailto:kirk@windycitypokerchampionship.com]  
Sent: Friday, December 19, 2014 3:29 PM 
To: cap Sports Group 
Cc: kirk@windycitypokerchampionship.com 
Subject: Closed Captioning Assistance 
 
Curt, 
 
I wanted to inquire if your distribution company Cap Sports Group has 
any interest to sponsor the closed captioning for the Windy City Poker 
Championship, Chad Brown Poker Championship, or Jax50K programs that 
air nationwide. I would include a banner and a bumper with your company 
name and information that would promote you covering the costs for 
closed captioning on the programs. 
 
I look forward to your reply. 
 
Sincerely, 
Kirk Fallah 
Windy City Poker Championship 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Additional sponsorships 
 
I inquired with 3 of my show sponsors (Pride cleaners, AnteUp Magazine, and The Little 
Guys Home Technology) who I work with on a minimal basis to sponsor the closed 
captioning; unfortunately they are not able to allocate any funds or any additional funds 
beyond the current arrangements.  
 
I appreciate you asking but at this time Pride Cleaners is not 
interested in advertising at this time.  
 
Brian Ehman 
Owner, Pride Cleaners 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Dec 21, 2014, at 1:12 PM, WindyCityPoker 
<kirk@windycitypokerchampionship.com> wrote: 
 
Brian, 
 
I wanted to inquire if your company Price Cleaners has any interest to 
sponsor the closed captioning for the Windy City Poker Championship, 
Chad Brown Poker Championship, or Jax50K programs that air nationwide. 
I would include a banner and a bumper with your company name and 
information that would promote you covering the costs for closed 
captioning on the programs. 
 
I look forward to your reply. 
 
Sincerely, 
Kirk Fallah 
Windy City Poker Championship 
 
At this time we cannot exceed our original plans for 2015. We are at 
max budget and there are no additional funds available. We will 
participate on the levels previously agreed to. 
 
David Wexler 
The Little Guys 
19031 S  Old LaGrange RD  
store #209 
Mokena IL 60448 
708-754-8844 PH 
708-479-8845 fax 
www.thelittleguys.com 
www.facebook.com/thelittleguys  
www.twitter.com/thelittleguys 
  
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: WindyCityPoker [mailto:kirk@windycitypokerchampionship.com]  
Sent: Friday, December 19, 2014 2:15 PM 
To: davidw@thelittleguys.com 
Cc: kirk@windycitypokerchampionship.com 
Subject: Closed Captioning Sponsorship 



 
David, 
 
I wanted to inquire if your company The Little Guys Home Technology has 
any interest to sponsor the closed captioning for the Windy City Poker 
Championship, Chad Brown Poker Championship, or Jax50K programs that 
air nationwide. I would include a banner and a bumper with your company 
name and information that would promote you covering the costs for 
closed captioning on the programs. 
 
I look forward to your reply. 
 
Sincerely, 
Kirk Fallah 
Windy City Poker Championship 
 
Hi Kirk, 
 
I appreciate you thinking of us, but we unfortunately don't have a budget for this request. 
 
Cheers, 
 
Scott 
 
 
Scott Long, Publisher 
Ante Up Poker Media LLC 
http://www.anteupmagazine.com 
Phone - (727) 331-4335 
Fax - (206) 338-6344 
Twitter - @anteupmagazine 
Facebook - facebook.com/anteupmagazine 
Skype - anteupscott 
--------------------- 
Ante Up Poker Media LLC 
2519 McMullen Booth Road 
Suite 510-300 
Clearwater, FL 33761 
 
On Fri, Dec 19, 2014 at 3:14 PM, WindyCityPoker 
<kirk@windycitypokerchampionship.com> wrote: 
Scott and Chris,  
 
I wanted to inquire if your company AnteUp Magazine has any interest to sponsor the 
closed captioning for the Windy City Poker Championship, Chad Brown Poker 
Championship, or Jax50K programs that air nationwide. I would include a banner and a 
bumper with your company name and information that would promote you covering the 
costs for closed captioning on the programs. 
 



I look forward to your reply. 
 
Sincerely,  
Kirk Fallah 
Windy City Poker Championship 
 
 

Type of operations 
My production company started off as a film and music video editing house which did 
not progress further then a few small projects for artists that were going to “bring us 
along” if they made it big. Unfortunately that did not happen. Since then the company has 
turned into a poker production company only which televised charity poker events in and 
around the Chicago market and beyond. The company has no employees and is self 
sustaining with no outside assistance. Shows are organized, managed, and produced by 
one person with crew members being brought on once or twice a year for the productions 
only. Pre-production, directing, and all of post production including writing, graphics, 
audio editing, video editing and so forth are done by a single individual due to the lack of 
budget for hiring crew members. 

Affidavit 



 


