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Before the 
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

Washington, D.C. 20554 

In the Matter of     ) 
       ) 
Amendment of Parts 1, 2, 15, 90 and 95 of the ) ET Docket No. 15-26 
Commission’s Rules to Permit Radar Services ) 
in the 76-81 GHz Band    ) 
       ) 
Amendment of Part 15 of the Commission’s Rules ) RM-11666 
to Permit the Operation of Vehicular Radar  ) 
Services in the 77-78 GHz Band   ) 
       ) 
Amendment of Sections 15.35 and 15.253 of the )  ET Docket No. 11-90 
Commission’s Rules Regarding Operation of Radar ) RM-11555  
Systems in the 76-77 GHz Band   ) 
       ) 
Amendment of Section 15.253 of the   ) ET Docket No. 10-28 
Commission’s Rules to Permit Fixed Use of Radar ) 
in the 76-77 GHz Band    ) 
       ) 
Amendment of the Commission’s Rules to Permit ) WT Docket No. 11-202 
Radiolocation Operations in the 78-81 GHz Band ) 

COMMENTS OF THE 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION 

The Telecommunications Industry Association (“TIA”)1 hereby submits comments to the 

Federal Communications Commission (“Commission”) in the above-captioned proceedings.

TIA appreciates and supports the Commission’s efforts to open spectrum in the 76-81 GHz band 

for vehicular radar applications. 

1 TIA is the leading trade association for the information and communications technology 
(“ICT”) industry, representing companies that manufacture or supply the products and services 
used in global communications across all technology platforms. TIA represents its members on 
the full range of policy issues affecting the ICT industry and forges consensus on industry 
standards. 
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Even as transportation systems are constantly becoming safer and more reliable, motor 

vehicle deaths continue to exceed 30,000 per year in the United States.  In addition, there were 

3.9 million non-fatal injuries in 2010, along with 24 million damaged vehicles in that year alone.2

NHTSA has calculated that the price tag was $277 billion in economic costs in 2010 – nearly 

$900 for every person in the United States, representing 1.9 percent of GDP – plus an additional 

$594 billion from loss of life and decreased quality of life due to injuries.3

Recent years have seen the commercial deployment of several new driver assistance 

systems, including functions such as adaptive cruise control, collision warning, blind-spot 

monitoring, lane-change assistance, and back-up parking assistance.  These technologies have all 

had positive effects on reducing dangers to persons and property, and it is expected that this 

impact will continue to increase as autonomous vehicle technology continues to develop.    

Enabling the use of wider bands for such technologies, as the Commission now proposes, are 

essential to allowing such next-generation technologies to move forward toward 

commercialization.

Global coordination.  TIA has long supported global coordination regarding spectrum 

policy to facilitate economies of scale in manufacturing and technology development.  The 

European Commission is moving forward to open the 79 GHz band (77-81 GHz) for vehicular 

radar, and similar efforts are underway elsewhere around the world.4  TIA is encouraged that the 

FCC is now moving in a similar direction, and we urge that continuing efforts and outreach be 

2 NHTSA, The Economic and Societal Impact of Motor Vehicle Crashes, 2010 (rel. May 28, 
2014), http://www.nhtsa.gov/About+NHTSA/Press+Releases/2014/NHTSA-study-shows-
vehicle-crashes-have-$871-billion-impact-on-U.S.-economy,-society.
3 Id.
4 Davide Brizzolara, Future Trends for Automotive Radars: Towards the 79 GHz Band, ITU 
News (2013), https://itunews.itu.int/en/3935-Future-trends-for-automotive-radars-Towards-the-
79GHz-band.note.aspx.
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made with other global telecommunications regulators to achieve as much harmonization in 

service rules as is possible, while recognizing any U.S.-specific needs. 

Protections for existing services.  TIA believes the needs of existing services should be 

appropriately considered as part of any case-by-case evaluation of a particular band – including 

the 76-81 GHz band – when new services are proposed. 

TIA looks forward to reviewing further technical comments submitted in this proceeding, 

and once again thanks the Commission’s for its efforts to move forward on this important topic. 

      Respectfully submitted, 

      TELECOMMUNICATIONS INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION

     By:    /s/ Dileep Srihari   
      Dileep Srihari 
      Director, Government Affairs 

      Telecommunications Industry Association 
      1320 N. Courthouse Road 
      Suite 200 
      Arlington, VA 22201 
      (703)-907-7700 

April 6, 2015 


