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  SPIPPIN@LERMANSENTER.COM 
   
   

April 9, 2015 
 
 

FILED ELECTRONICALLY 
 
Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
Office of the Secretary 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, DC  20554 
   

Re:  Notice of Ex Parte Presentation  
  Pandora Radio LLC Seeks Foreign Ownership Ruling Pursuant to 
  Section 310(b)(4) of the Communications Act of 1934, as Amended  
  MB Docket No. 14-109 
 

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

  On April 7, 2015, Richard H. Reimer, Senior Vice President, Business and Legal 
Affairs, ASCAP; Harriet J. Melvin, Partner, Thorn Run Partners; and Darren W. Johnson, 
Meredith S. Senter, Jr., and F. Scott Pippin, attorneys for ASCAP, met with 
Commissioner Michael P. O’Rielly and Robin C. Colwell, the Commissioner’s Chief of 
Staff and Legal Advisor.  

  During the meeting, ASCAP described its role as a clearinghouse for public 
performance rights that are granted to songwriters, composers and music publishers by 
the Copyright Act, and described current broadcaster fee structures, including the Radio 
Group License, as negotiated between ASCAP and the Radio Music License Committee.  
ASCAP explained its opposition to Pandora’s application to acquire radio station 
KXMZ(FM), Box Elder, South Dakota, including the public interest harms that would 
accompany assignment of the KXMZ license to Pandora, such as the negative effects on 
songwriters/composers and small broadcasters.   

  ASCAP expressed agreement with Commissioner O’Reilly’s position, as stated in 
his blog post of March 3, 2015, that the Commission should generally reform its rules 
regarding foreign ownership of broadcast licensees.  ASCAP expressed its belief that the 
foreign ownership issues raised by Pandora’s petition should be resolved in a 
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Commission-level rulemaking proceeding, as urged by the National Association of 
Broadcasters, rather than in the context of Pandora’s application.   

 Pursuant to Section 1.1206(b)(2) of the Commission’s rules, 47 C.F.R. 
§ 1.1206(b)(2), a copy of this notice is being filed electronically and a copy is being 
provided to Commissioner O’Rielly. 

 

   Respectfully submitted, 

 
       /s/    
   F. Scott Pippin 

  

 Enclosures 
 
 cc: Commissioner Michael P. O’Rielly 
  Robin C. Colwell 
   
   

 

 










