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Before the 
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

Washington, D.C. 20554 
 
In the Matter of     ) 
       )  
Promoting Diversification of Ownership in the ) MB Docket No. 07-294 
Broadcasting Services     ) 
 
Amendment of Part 1 of the Commission’s Rules ) MD Docket No. 10-234 
Concerning Practice and Procedure, Amendment ) 
of CORES Registration System   ) 
 
 
REPLY COMMENTS OF THE ASSOCIATION OF PUBLIC TELEVISION STATIONS, 

CORPORATION FOR PUBLIC BROADCASTING, NATIONAL PUBLIC RADIO,  
AND PUBLIC BROADCASTING SERVICE 

 
 

The Association of Public Television Stations (“APTS”),1 Corporation for Public 

Broadcasting (“CPB”),2 National Public Radio, Inc. (“NPR”),3 and Public Broadcasting Service 

(“PBS”)4 (collectively, “Public Broadcasting”) submit these reply comments to wholeheartedly 

                                                 
1 APTS is a non-profit organization whose membership comprises the licensees of nearly all the 
nation’s CPB-qualified noncommercial educational television stations.  The APTS mission is to 
support the continued growth and development of a strong and financially sound noncommercial 
television service for the American public. 
2 CPB is a private, non-profit corporation created and authorized by the Public Broadcasting Act 
of 1967 to facilitate and promote a national system of public telecommunications.  Pursuant to its 
authority, CPB has provided millions of dollars in grant monies for support and development of 
public broadcasting stations and programming. 
3 NPR is a non-profit membership corporation that produces and distributes noncommercial 
educational radio programs, including All Things Considered® and Morning Edition®, through 
more than 1000 radio stations nationwide.  NPR’s member stations are themselves significant 
producers of local, regional, and national news, information and cultural programming.  NPR 
also operates the Public Radio Satellite Interconnection System and provides representation and 
other services to its member station licensees. 
4 PBS, with its over 350 member stations, offers all Americans the opportunity to explore new 
ideas and new worlds through television and online content.  Each month, PBS reaches nearly 
109 million people through television and over 28 million people online, inviting them to 
experience the worlds of science, history, nature, and public affairs; to hear diverse viewpoints; 
and to take front row seats to world-class drama and performances. 
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support the comments filed by the Public Television and Radio Licensees.5  The Seventh Further 

Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (the “Notice”) proposes inadvisable revisions to Form 323-E for 

noncommercial educational broadcast stations, and the Public Television and Radio Licensees 

provide a well-reasoned and accurate critique of the proposal.6 

The Public Television and Radio Licensees represent an enormous number of 

public broadcasting licensees across the country that have closely evaluated the Commission’s 

proposal and provided expert feedback on the deleterious impact that would result if the proposal 

is adopted.  These licensees represent dozens of public and private universities and university 

systems, state educational communications authorities, community and technical college 

districts, and non-profit community-based media organizations — all of which combined operate 

hundreds of full-power public television and radio stations in the public interest.  This public 

service is unique in the media landscape regulated by the Commission, as has been repeatedly 

recognized in a wide variety of regulatory contexts.7 

The Public Television and Radio Licensees provide compelling information about 

the sensitive nature of the information that the Notice proposes to collect, the potential security 

risks of collecting the information, and the reasons that a volunteer board member would 

                                                 
5 In the Matter of Promoting Diversification of Ownership in the Broadcasting Services, 
Comments of the Public Television and Radio Licensees, Seventh Further Notice of Proposed 
Rulemaking, MB Docket No. 07-294, Amendment of Part 1 of the Commission’s Rules 
Concerning Practice and Procedure, Amendment of CORES Registration System, Second 
Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, MD Docket No. 10-234 (filed Mar. 27, 2015). 
6 In the Matter of Promoting Diversification of Ownership in the Broadcasting Services, Seventh 
Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, MB Docket No. 07-294, Amendment of Part 1 of the 
Commission’s Rules Concerning Practice and Procedure, Amendment of CORES Registration 
System, Second Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, MD Docket No. 10-234 (rel. Feb. 12, 
2015). 
7 See, e.g., 47 C.F.R. §§ 73.673 (educational and informational programming), 73.3527 (public 
inspection files), and 76.56(a) (signal carriage obligations). 
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understandably decline to disclose sensitive personal information.8  Public Broadcasting urges 

the Commission to consider this crucial information provided by hundreds of locally owned and 

operated broadcast stations and decline to adopt the proposal in the Notice.9 

Public Broadcasting explained in its initial comments, and in prior comments in 

this docket, why the board members of noncommercial educational stations are not owners.  The 

Public Television and Radio Licensees explain how mistakenly treating those board members as 

owners would cause significant and unnecessary harm.  The Commission should heed this expert 

counsel and recognize the unique nature and structure of public broadcasters. 

 

                                                 
8 This analysis is further supported in the comments filed by the University Station Alliance, the 
Public Radio Regional Organizations, the Public Broadcast Licensees, and the Alabama 
Educational Television Commission, et al.  Over 100 public broadcasting licensees and related 
organizations have now taken a clear stand against the proposal in the Notice to mistakenly treat 
the board members of noncommercial educational stations as if they were owners. 
9 The Commission should note that there is no support in the record for its proposal in the Notice 
as it applies to noncommercial broadcasters.  The only supportive comments, filed by UCC et al., 
focus exclusively on the aspects of the proposal that apply to commercial broadcaster Form 323 
and do not make a single reference to noncommercial broadcaster Form 323-E. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

   
/s/                                                                     
Lonna Thompson 
   Executive Vice President, Chief Operating    
   Officer, and General Counsel 
ASSOCIATION OF PUBLIC TELEVISION  
   STATIONS 
2100 Crystal Drive, Suite 700 
Arlington, VA  22202 
 
 
 
/s/                                                                     
J.  Westwood Smithers, Jr. 
   Senior Vice President and General  
   Counsel 
CORPORATION FOR PUBLIC BROADCASTING 
401 Ninth Street, NW 
Washington, DC  20004 
 
 

 
/s/                                                                    
Jonathan D. Hart 
   Chief Legal Officer and General Counsel 
Michael Riksen  
   Vice President, Policy & Representation  
Gregory A. Lewis  
   Deputy General Counsel  
NATIONAL PUBLIC RADIO 
1111 North Capitol Street, NE 
Washington, DC  20002 
          
/s/                                                        
William Weber 
   Vice President, Government Affairs and   
   Associate General Counsel 
Thomas Rosen 
   Senior Counsel 
PUBLIC BROADCASTING SERVICE 
2100 Crystal Drive 
Arlington, VA  22202 
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