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Entravision Communications Corporation ("Entravision") respectfully submits these 

Comments in connection with the Federal Communications Commission's ("FCC" or 

"Commission") consideration of the Petition for Temporary Partial Exemption and Limited 

Waiver (the "Petition") filed by the National Association of Broadcasters ("NAB") on March 27, 

2015. 1 The Petition requests that the Commission grant a temporary partial exemption and 

limited waiver of Section 79 .2(b )(2)(ii) which requires that a video programming provider (such 

as a television station) that creates visual emergency information for broadcast must also provide 

an aural representation of the information on a secondary audio stream along with an aural tone. 

In support thereof, Entravision states as follows. 

Public Notice, DA 15-394, released March 30, 2015. 



The NAB's Petition arises from the fact that Section 79.2(b)(2)(ii) becomes effective on 

May 25, 2015 but the ability of video programming providers to comply with the rule is simply 

not possible. The inability to comply is not a matter of unwillingness, but one of the absence of 

equipment and technology to enable television broadcasters to effectuate compliance. 

Entravision has learned from the equipment vendor community that while they have been 

working diligently to meet the Commission's deadline, appropriate equipment necessary for 

compliance is only now ready and is expected to be tested in the near future. Even if the 

equipment is found to be able to provide the required service, it will take some time for sufficient 

items to be manufactured and for television stations to acquire, install and test them themselves 

for compatibility with existing transmission equipment. 

In regard to the conversion of text, such as maps and graphical representations, so that the 

visually-impaired can be provided with aural messaging, Entravision, like the other broadcasters 

described in the Petition, does not have the equipment or technology to comply with the 

Commission's requirement. In the absence of equipment, the only alternative for a broadcast 

licensee may be to remove maps or other graphical representations from breaking news, thereby 

depriving viewers of the benefits of the maps or other graphical representations, which can be 

particularly useful in the event of severe weather such as tornadoes. Were licensees not to do so, 

they would not be certain as to what degree of description will be sufficient to ensure 

compliance. Entravision submits that, pending the evolution of equipment to enable the 

conversion of emergency maps and graphical interfaces to aural messages, the Commission 

should recognize the constraints faced by the broadcast community and delay this require!'11ent. 
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Finally, Entravision also supports the NAB's request to remove school closing 

information as the type information that a licensee is required to convey to viewers in the 

secondary audio stream. In this regard, Entravision wishes to note that in many of its markets, as 

well as the markets of other broadcasters, school systems can operate on county, regional and 

local bases and there are numerous religious, charter, and private schools as well, leading to a 

large number of schools to report on closings, which often change from minute to minute. This 

involves a vast data collection and reporting obligation that could result in an audio report, if one 

is possible to prepare for extensive, rapidly changing information, going on beyond the 

programming where the visual scroll is presented, thereby resulting in other problems arising 

from the deletion of information that is otherwise provided on the secondary audio stream (audio 

programming in a foreign language or a video description service). 

In sum, Entravision submits that the NAB has been correct in seeking an extension and 

waiver of these requirements. Implementation of the obligations is not possible owing to 

technological and practical issues that the Commission needs to address. Pending Commission 

consideration of when and how its requirements can be achieved on a realistic basis, the 

Commission should waive the requirement for television licensees to provide an aural 

representation of visual emergency information, that visual but non-textual information (such as 

maps and graphics) be included in the aural representation of emergency information on a 

station's secondary audio stream, and that broadcasters aurally convey school closing 

information on the secondary audio stream. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

/s/ Barry Friedman 

Barry A. Friedman 
THOMPSON HINE LLP 
1919 M Street, NW, Suite 700 
Washington, DC 20036 
(202) 331-8800 

Counsel to Entravison 


