
April 14, 2015 

Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

Re: MB Docket Nos. 12-107, 11-43 

Dear Ms. Dortch, 

WIPB-TV is commenting in support of the NAB’s request for a six-month extension of 
the May 26, 2015 deadline for TV stations to convert emergency information from text to 
speech to run on the SAP channel.   

We are also in support of the NAB’s request for a waiver on the visual, but not textual 
emergency information, as well as the reconsideration of the suggestion of the school 
closings list to be included as part of this ruling. 

Some manufacturers are introducing equipment at the NAB convention April 13-16 that 
could possibly address the need to convert text to speech. This equipment will need to be 
evaluated, purchased and installed by May 26 to meet the current deadline – which 
represents a substantial, if not unmeetable, challenge. 

WIPB-TV, Muncie, Ind., currently airs all emergency information using a video crawl 
and audio on the main program, and our two sub-channels. This information is thus 
available for all viewers. We then insert the appropriate bug in the upper corner of the 
screen. The bug remains for the duration of the emergency to inform viewers of the 
nature of the emergency.   

We are not considered a “news station” (we have no local news programming), so 
viewers would likely tune to a local news source or channel for additional information. 
We are not aware of any equipment currently available that would provide an audio 
description of the inserted bug.  

WIPB-TV also airs a radar sub-channel. The audio that is sent with this radar is from our 
sister public radio station, WBST-FM, which does carry severe weather updates. Radio 
personnel typically staff the station during severe weather events and those broadcasts, of 
course, are carried on our radar sub-channel’s audio.  Again, we are not aware of any 



equipment that is currently available to provide an audio description of the radar images.  
There are manufacturers that are working on a solution for this, but as of now, it is not 
quite ready. 

WIPB-TV understands the importance of providing emergency information to all persons 
who tune to our broadcasts. We are in agreement with the intent of FCC, but feel that an 
extension is needed so the manufacturers can get the needed equipment manufactured and 
properly tested so it will work as it is intended. 

Sincerely, 

 
_________________________________

John Strauss 
Interim General Manager | Indiana Public Radio / WIPB-TV 
LB 128A, Ball State University, Muncie, Indiana 47306 
765-285-5888 | jcstrauss@bsu.edu 
www.indianapublicradio.org | www.wipb.org/ 


