
As stated in a letter from the FCC in regards to Closed Captioning Exemption for Fallah 
Productions Inc. for the poker shows….here is what you wrote. 

<<Dear Mr. Fallah, 

  

As the March 24, 2015 letter from me indicated: 

  

You have submitted two documented and recent quotes for the cost of 
captioning your specific programs.  However you state that the quoted prices 
of $200/hour and $120/hour will translate into the annual quotes of $312,000 
and $187,200 respectively.  You explain that it is because you have 
approximately forty shows that are aired approximately three times on each of 
the thirteen networks and captioning must be re-done every time these shows 
are aired.  Our understanding is that this process of duplicative multiple 
captioning for the same program is not necessary; and that there are 
procedures to avoid such duplicative captioning.  We ask that you submit 
documentation from the vendors that such duplicative captioning is required.  
You can return to the two captioning vendors you contacted, CaptionMax and 
Dynamic Captioning, to get such verification. 

  

We will need documentation from your quoted vendors that such duplicative captioning 
is needed (i.e., that the annualized amounts as quoted above are accurate), by April 23, 
2015.  The vendors only need to confirm it to you directly in writing and you can share it 
with us.  This submission must be accompanied by a sworn declaration or affidavit.  >> 

 

Here was the mathematical breakdown.  

During the time span the 40 provided shows aired and hopefully will re-air in soon were 
ALL different in nature. Different video, graphics, and promotions or advertising that is 
associated with them. A program that airs in Chicago would promote a Chicago event 
while the same program airing in Las Vegas would not. So there would need to be 
individually edited programs to fit each networks needs. Additionally each network has 
different requirements for commercial time. For example one network may want 8 
minutes of commercial availability for their spots while another would want 12 minutes. 
This would require me to edit different versions for each networks needs. 

 



Each program would then have a version for each network. So in regards to your 
understanding that duplication of the CC services is not needed. I would tell you that it is 
to follow with the requirements.  

The understanding you have is in regards to one single program that is distributed to ALL 
networks with nothing different. This is done with by a single edited tape. My company 
produces all of our shows on HDV tape stock.  

Lets look at the first option. As stated by the Closed Captioning companies both in E-
mail (to my best attempt), but mostly on the phone is that HDV is not a supported format. 
(There is no way that these companies will answer my questions knowing I am using the 
information to get exempted.) 

This means I have to dub the HDV broadcast to HDCam in order to be able to do Closed 
Captioning. So to make an HDV to HDCam dub it would cost $46/tape to purchase the 
stock. See amazon link for tape costs. 

http://www.amazon.com/Sony-BCT64HDL-HDCAM-Minute-
Video/dp/B0067HYU5G/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1429053433&sr=8-
1&keywords=hdcam+tape 

I reached out to two companies for HDV to HD Cam dub costs. One said $150 per tape, 
another wanted $325 per tape. I will use the lowest quote to show you the cost involved 
to send a program to all the networks using your suggested NON duplicative means. This 
means the same program is sent to every network and there is nothing custom about any 
of the programs (this is highly unlikely to ever happen and would most likely cause some 
networks to decline airing the program due to the commercial formats not being to their 
programming needs.) 

40 Shows x $46 per tape = $1,840 in tape stock x 13 networks = $23,920 total cost for 
520 tapes 

40 HDV tapes dubbed to HD Cam x $150/ tape = $6,000 in dubbing x 13 networks = 
$78,000 

520 HD Cam tapes with Closed Captioning services x $300 = $156,000 

U.S.P.S. Priority Mail (I will use the lowest flat rate option even though the tapes do 
NOT fit in these boxes) = $5.05/mail x 2 mailings per tape x 520 tapes = $5,252 

https://www.usps.com/business/prices.htm 

So the low end cost would be $23,920 for tapes + $78,000 for dubbing + $156,000 for 
Closed Captioning + U.S.P.S. priority mail to the dub house and to the networks $5,252 = 
$263,172 approximate cost for the option to not need duplication needs.  



The emails below from the captioning companies and also from the dubbing house show 
the expensive nature and difficult nature of captioning the programs in a non live format. 
In order for me as a producer to put together what I need and deem fit for my show, I 
need to produce individual tapes for individual networks that can be updated. So the 
LIVE captioning option is the only route for me especially since my shows are submitted 
2-3 days prior to the scheduled premiere broadcast.  

Lets take the initial numbers I was able to research and apply them to a LIVE broadcast 
as a single broadcast only with no additional replays or versions.  

40 shows x 13 networks = 520 broadcasts x $120/hour = $62,400 for single programs 
with NO replays…(seems like kind of a waste to have a show air only one time on a 
network) 

Here is the deal…as proven I am a small company who does not have a budget to support 
someone for post production editing or other post production needs. I have also shown 
that Closed Captioning for my program which is very graphics heavy and easy to follow 
without sound is far too expensive even at the lowest option. The request makes it seems 
as though I just put together some random numbers without reason to show the extreme 
cost. I did not do this, I carefully calculated how often my shows aired and the cost if I 
were to do the multiple options that are suitable for OTHER shows, not for my program. 

The options in front of me are that I can have my shows CC’d live, or via a company on 
tape. To do it via a company on tape I have to spend more money on different tapes, 
dubbing, mailing, and then wait a week or so to get programs back and then sent out to 
the networks. This cost is extreme as you can reference with the tax returns provided. The 
company does not nearly make close enough to the costs to be able to sustain the CC 
needs. The next option is the LIVE CC option which is still a VERY expensive option 
since each show is unique and different on each network. I do not want to be told how to 
produce my show, I do not want to lose broadcasts or network broadcasts because I can 
not afford to air them. I have shown you the extreme costs, and the extreme measures that 
can be taken to have the programs CC’d.  

Read what you sent to me again and see the error in the question… 

You have submitted two documented and recent quotes for the cost of 
captioning your specific programs.  However you state that the quoted prices 
of $200/hour and $120/hour will translate into the annual quotes of $312,000 
and $187,200 respectively.  You explain that it is because you have 
approximately forty shows that are aired approximately three times on each of 
the thirteen networks and captioning must be re-done every time these shows 
are aired.  Our understanding is that this process of duplicative multiple 
captioning for the same program is not necessary; and that there are 
procedures to avoid such duplicative captioning.  We ask that you submit 
documentation from the vendors that such duplicative captioning is required.  



You can return to the two captioning vendors you contacted, CaptionMax and 
Dynamic Captioning, to get such verification. 
 

For “the same program” is not accurate. What you believe to be the same program is 
NOT the same program as I will change logos for each network that are over the video 
during the show and I will also remove announcer audio to accommodate for local 
advertising or local promotion of events.  

When you account for the tax returns for the company and also for me personally you can 
see that there are no funds available for even minor additional costs. The cost for CC is 
more than the yearly intake of funds from work or advertisers. How can my show be 
expected to continue to air when it would be in the red more than $60,000? 

Below are the documentations that supports the above argument. 

 

 



 

 

 

 



























 


