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and Implementation of Section 111 of the STELA Reauthorization Act, MB 
Docket No. 15-53 - Notice of Ex Parte Communication 

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

On May 22, 2015, Ross J. Lieberman, Senior Vice President Government Affairs, 
American Cable Association ("ACA") and the undersigned met in separate meetings with Valery 
Galasso, Policy Advisor to Commissioner Rosenworcel, and Robin Colwell, Chief of Staff and 
Media Legal Advisor to Commissioner Michael O'Rielly, to discuss the Commission's proposal 
to implement of Section 111 of the STELA Reauthorization of 2014 ("STELAR") by replacing 
the current, outdated, and irrational presumption that none of the nation's cable systems faces 
effective competition with a new rebuttable presumption in favor of the presence of effective 
competition. 

During the meetings, we reiterated ACA's support for the Commission's proposal, 
pointing out that it reflects current marketplace realities and Congress' preference for 
competition over regulation. We pointed out that the record established that adoption of the 
Commission's proposal would not threaten consumer access to broadcast signals and PEG 
channels and would not drive up basic service rates. In particular, we stressed that ACA's 
members and other small operators were being deterred from seeking regulatory relief (and 
regulatory parity with their competition) by the costs associated with the current effective 
competition process and that the Commission's proposal was consistent with Congress' intent in 
Section 111 of STELAR to streamline that process. 
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