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Dear Chairman Wheeler: ~ ~lf'T 

We are writing to share our concern about the FCC's delay in acting on the request ofWCYB, 
located in Bristol, Virginia, to move from its low VHF channel to a UHF channel. We 
understand that WCYB 's request was on file with the FCC prior to May 31, 2011 , the date when 
the FCC said it would not accept future, similar petitions but committed to processing petitions 
already on file. 

We believe action on this petition would be entirely consistent with the Spectrum Act, which 
appears to be the basis for the FCC' s inaction to date. 

The FCC has repeatedly acknowledged difficulties with VHF digital television reception, 
particularly for low VHF digital stations such as WCYB. We are concerned these problems are 
depriving viewers of access to WCYB's local news programming, emergency information, 
emergency alerts, and network and other content. 

We've heard directly from WCYB, which is eager to construct superior UHF facilities. The 
station has also expressed concern that as manufacturers phase out production of VHF 
equipment, equipment failures could result in long signal outages and the need to design and 
manufa9tllre custrm replacement equipment. 

We encourage the FCC to process this petition in a timely manner, allowing for the station to 
continue providing viewers with reliable, robust, and free television service. If you have any 
questions, please feel free to contact Tiffany Haverly (Roe) or Corban Teague (Griffith) in our 
Washington offices. Thank you for your assistance and attention in this matter. 

Phil Roe, M.D. 
Member of Congress 

Sincerely, 
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The Honorable Morgan H. Griffith 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1108 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Griffith: 

June 3, 2015 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to act on a pending petition from 
WCYB to change its VHF channel to a UHF channel. The Media Bureau is reviewing WCYB's 
petition, among others, consistent with the Commission's directives, and will give full and fair 
consideration to WCYB's request. 

Section 6403(g)(l)(B) of the Middle Class Tax Relief and Job Creation Act provided the 
Commission with the discretion to determine how to address such petitions. In the May 2014 
Incentive Auction Report and Order (IA Order), the Commission established a process to address 
pending channel reassignment petitions. Specifically, the Commission- in the IA Order 
directed the Media Bureau to dismiss any petitions that would not be in the public interest and 
hold all others in abeyance until the current application filing freeze is lifted. These actions are 
necessary for the Commission to maintain flexibility in the incentive auction repacking process 
and avoid potential increases in the cost of repurposing UHF spectrum for advanced wireless 
use. 

Thank you for your interest in this matter. 

;;;y:ft{t 
Tom Wheeler 
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The Honorable Phil Roe 
U.S. House of Representatives 
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Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Roe: 

June 3, 2015 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to act on a pending petition from 
WCYB to change its VHF channel to a UHF channel. The Media Bureau is reviewing WCYB' s 
petition, among others, consistent with the Com.mission' s directives, and will give full and fair 
consideration to WCYB's request. 

Section 6403(g)(l)(B) of the Middle Class Tax Relief and Job Creation Act provided the 
Com.mission with the discretion to determine how to address such petitions. In the May 2014 
Incentive Auction Report and Order (IA Order), the Commission established a process to address 
pending channel reassignment petitions. Specifically, the Com.mission - in the IA Order
clirected the Media Bureau to disnliss any petitions that would not be in the public interest and 
hold all others in abeyance until the current application filing freeze is lifted. These actions are 
necessary for the Commission to maintain flexibility in the incentive auction repacking process 
and avoid potential increases in the cost of repurposing UHF spectrum for advanced wireless 
use. 

Thank you for your interest in this matter. 

:;'#~l 
Tom Wheeler 


