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STATEMENT OBJECTING TO PETITITION FOR RULE MAKING 

The American Militia Association (“AMA”) hereby submits this statement in opposition of the Petition 
for Rulemaking submitted by REC Networks (“Petitioner”) in the matter of certain improvements to the 
Low Power FM (“LPFM”) Radio Service. 

The AMA is a 501(c)(3) public charity which acquired a construction permit for a LPFM radio station, 
WHYU-LP, in Meyersdale, Pennsylvania.  Naturally, the lure of an upgrade to a possible 250 watts 
Effective Radiated Power (ERP) at 30 meters Height Above Average Terrain (HAAT) has attracted our 
attention, however we must voice our objection that even this increased limit will not be enough to allow 
many LPFM stations to provide adequate coverage to the entirety of the local community in which they 
serve, especially when such station facilities are located on the outer fringe of the community; the 
surrounding terrain restricts an LPFM station from establishing an adequate 360 degree service contour of 
5.6 kilometers or the increased contour which the Petitioner is requesting; or when the requested ERP at 
30m HAAT is the maximum output allowed for stations which have a calculated HAAT well below 30 
meters. 

It is our position that the Petitioner fails to adequately address these issues and places further restrictions 
on LPFM stations which may have certain percentages of its service contour extend beyond established 
contour limits. 

Petitioner also excludes or ignores an automatic upgrade procedure for those LPFM radio stations which 
would otherwise qualify if not for their proximity to the Canadian and Mexican borders, knowing full 
well that the Commission is quite capable of making the required determinations during such an 
anticipated process. 

We respectfully submit that LPFM ERP levels should be customized for each applicant in order that they 
be permitted to construct a station with adequate output necessary to establish an agreed upon contour 
size, so long as it does not cause any significant interference to any other existing transmitter’s 
established service contours.  A set in stone radiation pattern as well as any maximum power level at a 
hypothetical and not always achievable HAAT severely limits LPFM construction permit holders from 
acquiring an adequate service contour to cover their community. 

Robert Kluver 

Director, American Militia Association 


