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VIA ELECTRONIC FILING

Marlene H. Dortch
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 Twelfth Street, S.W.
Washington, DC  20554

Re: Creation of Interstitial 12.5 kHz Channels in the 800 MHz Band, WP
Docket No. 15-32, RM-11572; Notice of Ex Parte Presentation

Dear Ms. Dortch:

On June 16, 2015, Kristin Dial of Southern Communications Services, Inc. d/b/a 
SouthernLINC Wireless (“SouthernLINC Wireless”) and David Rines of Lerman Senter PLLC 
met with Michael Wilhelm, Brian Marenco, John Evanoff, and Roberto Mussenden of the Public 
Safety and Homeland Security Bureau (“PSHSB”) and Scot Stone of the Wireless 
Telecommunications Bureau (“WTB”) to discuss the proposals in the Commission’s Notice of 
Proposed Rulemaking (“NPRM”) in the above-referenced proceeding.1

The allocation and usage of the 800 MHz spectrum band differs significantly in the 
Southeast where SouthernLINC Wireless operates (i.e., in those areas set forth in Section 
90.614(c) of the Commission’s Rules) from the way in which this band is allocated and used 
elsewhere in the United States.  As discussed in its comments filed in response to the NPRM,
SouthernLINC Wireless is concerned that the list of new, full-power, interstitial “offset” 
channels proposed in the NPRM includes certain channels that, if implemented as proposed in 
the Southeast, would intrude on SouthernLINC Wireless’ licensed 800 MHz enhanced 
specialized mobile radio service (“ESMR”) spectrum and upset the balance achieved when the 
Commission realigned the 800 MHz band in 2004.2 During this meeting, SouthernLINC 
Wireless discussed its specific concerns with the staff of the PSHSB and WTB.  

First, SouthernLINC Wireless explained its concern regarding the proposed allocation of 
two particular interstitial channels in the Southeast: channel 410a (at 858.5000 MHz) and 

1 / Creation of Interstitial 12.5 kHz Channels in the 800 MHz Band Between 809-817/854-862 MHz, WP Docket No. 
15-32, RM-11572, Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, FCC 15-17 (rel. Feb. 9, 2015) (“NPRM”). 
2 / Comments of SouthernLINC Wireless, WP Docket No. 15-32, RM-11572 (filed May 11, 2015). 
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channel 372a (at 857.5500 MHz).  SouthernLINC Wireless pointed out that channel 410a sits 
exactly on the demarcation point between the 800 MHz “Expansion Band” and the ESMR band 
in the Southeast, which means that full-power interstitial operations on this channel would 
extend at least 5.625 kHz into SouthernLINC Wireless’ licensed ESMR spectrum.  With respect 
to channel 372a, SouthernLINC Wireless noted that the proposed allocation of this interstitial 
channel to the Public Safety Pool would create an exclusive public safety channel within the 
Expansion Band in the Southeast, thus diminishing the availability and utility of the Expansion 
Band and resulting in lesser separation between public safety operations and licensed operations 
in the ESMR band.  In response, Commission staff stated that these results were not intended and 
indicated that the allocation of channels 410a and 372a in the Southeast would be revised in 
order to address these issues. 

SouthernLINC Wireless then discussed the request described in its comments for 1 MHz 
of separation between the ESMR band and new 800 MHz interstitial operations in the Southeast, 
which would be equivalent to the 1 MHz of separation between the ESMR band and interstitial 
operations that the NPRM’s proposals would provide throughout the rest of the United States. 
Specifically, SouthernLINC Wireless clarified that it is not seeking 1 MHz of separation between 
the ESMR band and all 800 MHz Mid-Band operations, but rather is requesting only that the 
Commission maintain the status quo by not introducing any new 12.5 kHz interstitial allocations 
within the 1 MHz Expansion Band in the Southeast while continuing to make the current 25 kHz 
channels within this band available for licensing.  SouthernLINC Wireless explained that, based 
on its experience, ESMR operations and 25 kHz operations in the Expansion Band are able to 
coexist without any significant problems.  However, SouthernLINC Wireless is concerned that 
the introduction of new, full-power interstitial channels on the 12.5 kHz offsets within the 
Expansion Band could upset this current balance and result in interference or operational issues 
between these adjacent bands. 

Finally, SouthernLINC Wireless discussed its suggestion that the Commission make an
administrative update to the title blocks for frequency allocation tables 1A, 1B, 2A, 2B, 4C, and 
4D in Section 90.617 of the Commission’s Rules to more accurately reflect the actual frequency 
range of the 800 MHz Mid-Band in the Southeast United States. SouthernLINC Wireless 
submits that this would be a non-substantive, ministerial revision that would benefit all 
stakeholders by eliminating (or at least mitigating) the confusion that often arises as a result of 
the different manner in which the 800 MHz band is allocated in the Southeast as compared to the 
rest of the country. 
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In accordance with the Commission’s rules, one copy of this ex parte notice is being filed 
electronically for inclusion in the record of this proceeding.

Very truly yours, 

/s/ David D. Rines

David D. Rines
Lerman Senter PLLC
Counsel to SouthernLINC Wireless

cc: Michael Wilhelm
Scot Stone
Brian Marenco
John Evanoff
Roberto Mussenden 


