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Request For Waiver  
 

 
Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
Office of the Secretary 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554  

 
 

Re:  Name:  Monsey Beis Chaya Mushka 
                                                                        BEN:    16063024 
      Funding Year:  2014 
      Applications:  962556 

USAC ADA  04/23/2015    
  

 
 
June 22, 2015 
 
Dear Sirs. 
 
 
This is a letter  of APPEAL  regarding the above captioned  FCDL  regarding the following  
FRN: 
 
FRN# 2615168 – Micro Technology of Brooklyn -   NOT FUNDED This funding request is 
denied as a result of a Cost Effectiveness Review, which has determined that your request for 
distance learning at a monthly cost of $5400 which for a school with only 55 students is 
excessive and not cost effective as required by FCC Rules.    
 

1) The reviewer ignored in the response dated 12/05/2014 that there were in fact  80 
students and 22 staff members. 

 
http://search.its.ny.gov/search?q=monsey+beis+chaya+mushka&btnG.x=20&btnG.y=11&site=n
ysed_collection&client=nysed_frontend&proxystylesheet=nysed_frontend&output=xml_no_dtd
&getfields=exclude 
 
See appeal 06222015 Doc 1. & Doc 2. 
 

2) The administrator quotes 47 C.F.R. secs 54.511(a) 54.503(c)(2)(vii), 54.504(a)(1)(xi). In 
summary ALL of the conditions were met; 



Appeal	Letter	Monsey	Beis	Chaya	Mushka				BEN	16063024												CC	
Docket	No.	02‐6			CC	Docket	96‐45	

 

 2

a) The applicant considered all bids that were submitted with price being the primary 
factor. In fact there were no other bids for this service.  

b) The applicant selected the most cost effective service since this school is a member of  
Chabad Lubavitch Network with member school across the United States. This 
organization produces and Broadcasts hundreds of course work offerings provided by 
master teachers in all subject areas from  pre-k through high school. The cost of an 
average licensed high school teacher in the New York Metropolitan area with salary 
and benefits exceeds $80,000.  Just TWO  offerings out of 30 mandated high school 
course is in fact the “most cost effective  means of meeting educational needs”. 

 
This Network produces relevant educational material sensitive to the cultural background of our 
students. In addition, Since we are a High School, classrooms, students and instructors can take 
advantage of these resources on a regular basis 
 
See Appeal 06222015 Doc 3, Doc 4, & Doc 5. 
 

1. The FCC has commented in its new order that: 
 

Federal Communications Commission DA 14-1556 
Before the 

Federal Communications Commission 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

In the Matter of 
Schools and Libraries Universal Service 

Support Mechanism 
A National Broadband Plan for Our Future 

Modernizing the E-rate Program for 
Schools and Libraries 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

CC Docket No. 02-6 
GN Docket No. 09-51 

WC Docket No. 13-184 
ORDER 

Adopted: October 28, 2014 Released: October 28, 2014 
 

 
 
 
b. Telecommunications and Internet Access Used for Distance 
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Learning 
 
13. We removed the language pertaining to distance learning and video conferencing 
from the draft  ESL because we view this as language that provides an example of an 
eligible educational purpose – i.e.,  for accessing distance learning, rather than identifying 
an eligible service itself. Distance learning is important for education, especially in 
remote areas where there may be a lack of qualified teachers and educational 
resources. 
 
This Network produces relevant educational material sensitive to the cultural background 
of our students. In addition, Since we are a High School, classrooms, students and 
instructors can take advantage of these resources on a regular basis. 
 
 
In general it is the small schools that have limited educational resources that  benefit the 
most from this type of service. Using cost per student ratios is therefore counter intuitive 
and contradicts the FCC’s rationalization for funding this type of service. 

 
 
 
 
As for 47 C.F.R. sec 54.511(b).  The vendor did not charge the applicant “ a price above the 
lowest corresponding price.” 
 
In terms of YALTA para. 54. .The cost of these services are well within and in fact below similar 
offerings by other vendors in the applicants marketplace such as Tandberg & Cisco. 
 
 
 
 
Therefore we submit that the school’s request distance learning is the most cost effective way to 
support their high school educational program. Thus the FRN should be funded as submitted.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Richard I Bernstein 
Consultant  16062128 
 
 


