
July 2, 2015

EX PARTE VIA ECFS

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.
Room TW-A325
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: Revision of Part 15 of the Commission’s Rules to Permit Unlicensed National
Information Infrastructure (U-NII) Devices in the 5 GHz Band, ET Docket No. 13-
49

Dear Ms. Dortch:

On June 30, 2015, John Capp, Scott Geisler, Harry Lightsey, Cherie Wilson, and Don Grimm of
General Motors; Dr. Mike Shulman and Jeff Donofrio of Ford; Roy Goudy, Jeremy Chambers,
and Neal Probert of Nissan; Andrew Cunningham and Tigran Khatchatrian of Volkswagen; Sue
Bai of Honda; and Steve Van Sickle of the Crash Avoidance Metrics Partnership (“CAMP”), met
at a CAMP-sponsored demonstration with Commissioners Jessica Rosenworcel and Michael
O’Reilly, as well as Jennifer Thompson, Legal Advisor to Commissioner Rosenworcel, and Erin
McGrath, Legal Advisor to Commissioner O’Reilly.

During the demonstration, the CAMP and automobile industry representatives took the
Commissioners through the attached power point presentation, described Vehicle-to-Vehicle
(“V2V”) and Vehicle-to-Infrastructure (“V2I”) communications, and discussed the functioning
of the 5850-5925 MHz (“5.9 GHz”) Dedicated Short-Range Communication Service (“DSRC”)
systems that enable V2V and V2I communications. The CAMP and automobile industry
representatives also discussed the myriad safety benefits of V2V and V2I, including emergency
electronic brake lights, do not pass warnings, intersection movement assist, enhanced forward
collision warnings, red light violation warnings, spot weather impact warnings, and others.
Other vehicle applications enabled uniquely by DSRC communications, such as connected
automation of vehicles, were also discussed and included in the presentation.



The CAMP and automobile industry representatives also discussed the dangers to vehicle and
passenger safety that could result from interference to 5.9 GHz DSRC operations. They
emphasized that the threat of a traffic accident can arise quickly, so delays or interruptions in the
delivery of V2V and V2I warnings and messages must be imperceptible. In light of this concern,
they reiterated their general support for the Cisco spectrum-sharing proposal in this proceeding,
which holds promise for allowing Wi-Fi use of the 5.9 GHz band without causing harmful
interference to DSRC operations, and their grave concerns about the Qualcomm proposal, which
could cause harmful interference to DSRC operations and delay significantly the deployment of
DSRC technology.

The CAMP and automobile industry representatives also indicated that all of the work and
development by the automotive industry pertaining to V2V thus far has been based on the
assumption that V2V communications will occur on DSRC Channel 172, located at 5855-5865
MHz, consistent with the FCC’s DSRC rules.1 Accordingly, they noted that any changes to the
FCC’s DSRC rules, as would be required under the Qualcomm proposal, would cause significant
delay in the development and deployment of V2V. They also observed that the Cisco proposal,
by comparison, would not require any FCC DSRC rule changes, and poses less of a threat of
interference to DSRC operations.2

CAMP-member General Motors has already announced the deployment of V2V, based on the
Commission’s existing DSRC rules,3 and in May 2015 the US Secretary of Transportation
indicated that the Department of Transportation (“DoT”) would be accelerating its rulemaking
process for considering a proposal to require V2V equipment on all new automobiles and
developing an expedited testing capability for V2V technologies,4 again based on the FCC’s
existing DSRC rules. Finally, US automobile manufacturers have decided to move forward with
Cisco to test the viability of Cisco’s spectrum-sharing proposal, and will submit relevant data
from that testing into the record in this proceeding. They expect the testing data to contribute
greatly to the FCC’s and DoT’s efforts to resolve the 5.9 GHz compatibility issues raised in this
proceeding, and to the ultimate, successful deployment of V2V and V2I communications
throughout the nation.

1 See 47 C.F.R. § 95.1511(a) (designating DSRC Channel 172 for “public safety applications involving safety of life
and property”).
2 Ex Parte Letter of the Alliance of Automobile Manufacturers and the Association of Global Automakers, ET
Docket No. 13-49 (Mar. 25, 2015).
3 Press Release, General Motors, Cadillac to Introduce Advanced ‘Intelligent and Connected’ Vehicle Technologies
on Select 2017 Models (Sept. 7, 2014), available at
http://media.gm.com/media/us/en/gm/news.detail.html/content/Pages/news/us/en/2014/Sep/0907-its-overview.html.
4 Press Release, National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, Transportation Sec. Foxx announces steps to
accelerate road safety innovation (May 13, 2015), available at
http://www.nhtsa.gov/About+NHTSA/Press+Releases/2015/nhtsa-will-accelerate-v2v-efforts.



Pursuant to Section 1.1206(b)(2) of the Commission’s rules, an electronic copy of this letter is
being filed in the above-referenced docket. Please direct any questions regarding this filing to
us.

c.c.: Commissioner Jessica Rosenworcel
Commissioner Michael O’Reilly
Jennifer Thompson
Erin McGrath
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