
July 8, 2015

VIA ELECTRONIC FILING

Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: Expanding the Economic and Innovation Opportunities of Spectrum Through 
Incentive Auctions (GN Docket No. 12-268); Office of Engineering and 
Technology Releases and Seeks Comment on Updated OET-69 Software (ET 
Docket No. 13-26); Office of Engineering and Technology Seeks to Supplement 
the Incentive Auction Proceeding Record Regarding Potential Interference 
Between Broadcast Television and Wireless Services (ET Docket No. 14-14); 
Comment Sought on Defining Commencement of Operations in the 600 MHz 
Band (GN Docket No. 12-268); Comment Sought on Competitive Bidding 
Procedures for Broadcast Incentive Auction 1000, Including Auctions 1001 and 
1002 (AU Docket No. 14-252)

Dear Ms. Dortch,

On Tuesday, July 7, 2015, CTIA – The Wireless Association® (“CTIA”) and its members 
met with Jessica Almond, Legal Advisor to Chairman Tom Wheeler, to discuss the above-
referenced proceedings.  A list of attendees and a copy of the presentation discussed are included 
as attachments to this ex parte filing.  

In this meeting, CTIA explained that the incentive auction represents an important
opportunity to bid for much-needed spectrum for mobile broadband use and noted the 
importance of creating rules for access to licensed spectrum and inter-service interference that 
promote certainty and investment in order to achieve the spectrum clearing goals of Congress in 
the 2012 Spectrum Act. CTIA also stressed that the Commission should adopt frameworks that 
speed deployment and promote bidder confidence.  For example, 600 MHz licensees should be 
permitted to conduct pre-deployment testing of licensed spectrum without any encumbrances 
from secondary users of the spectrum as soon as possible and should not be required to provide 
ongoing notifications to secondary operations once a licensee has initiated transmissions.  

Additionally, CTIA asked that the Commission clarify the scope of the requirements 
affecting 600 MHz licensees that would trigger additional inter-service interference analyses and 
fully disclose any potential impairment associated with this process.  For example, 600 MHz 
licensees should not be required to conduct extensive analyses of interference effects if proposed 
mobile network modifications would not increase the interference potential to a broadcast 
station.  CTIA also asked that the Commission engage with potential forward auction 
participants in an iterative, collaborative process to make sure that these affected stakeholders 



will be able to analyze and understand the complicated data to be provided to them during the 
incentive auction.

Finally, CTIA asked that the Commission allow at least 10 business days between the 
release of the provisional 600 MHz band plan and the launch of the forward auction.  This brief 
extension of a few days will help contribute to a more successful auction, by providing a brief 
opportunity to review potential impairments and bidding options in advance of making billion 
dollar capital commitments.

Pursuant to Section 1.1206 of the Commission’s rules, a copy of this letter is being filed 
in ECFS.  Please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned with any questions.

Sincerely,

/s/ Scott K. Bergmann

Scott K. Bergmann
Vice President, Regulatory Affairs
CTIA-The Wireless Association®



Attachment
July 7, 2015 Meeting Participants

CTIA – The Wireless Association®

Scott Bergmann, Vice President, Regulatory Affairs, CTIA
Brian Josef, Assistant Vice President, Regulatory Affairs, CTIA
Krista Witanowski, Assistant Vice President, Regulatory Affairs, CTIA
Thomas Dombrowsky, Senior Engineering Advisor, Wiley Rein LLP (for CTIA)

CTIA Member Company Representatives
Alex Starr, AT&T
Chris Wieczorek, T-Mobile
Leora Hochstein, Verizon

Federal Communications Commission – Office of Chairman Wheeler
Jessica Almond
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