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Your business 
is our business. 

7852 Walker Drive, Suite 200 
Greenbelt, Maryland 20no 
phone: 3-01-459-7590, fax: 301..sn-5575 
internet: www.jsitel.com, &-mall: fsl@jsitel.com 

Via Hand Delivery 

REDACTED- FOR PUBLIC INSPECTION 

June 25, 2015 

Accepted I Filed 

Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary JUN 2 5 2015 
Federal Communications Commission 
Office of the Secretary federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW .., "'"'"'T""'r ..... ' ~ · ,vv·-, r, ... ,, . .• ~fflce of the Secretary 
Washington, DC 20554 L;./;,,..,,\1-..:~ t:. r.- ~ -~ ~,· i !._· • " · 

Re: WC Docket No. 14-58 
2015 ETC Annual Report of Elsie Communications Inc. 
Study Area Code 371518 

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

On behalf of Elsie Communications Inc. ("Elsie"), JSI files the attached 
confidential and redacted versions of the FCC Form 481 ETC annual reporting information 
pursuant to sections 54.313 and 54.422 of the Commission's rules. 1 Elsie seeks 
confidential treatment under Protective Order for section 54.313(t)(2) financial 
information.2 The redacted version is also being filed this date via the FCC's Electronic 
Comment Filing System. In addition, attached is a letter requesting confidential treatment 
under Sections 0.457 and 0.459 of its Progress Report on its Five-Year Service Quality 
Improvement Plan as required by Section 54.313( a)(l ). 3 

Please direct any questions regarding the filing to the undersigned. 

Sincerely, 

J21- /!}-MJ 
John Kuykendall 
JSI Vice President 
301-459-7590 
jkuykendall@jsitel.com 

cc: Charles Tyler, Telecommunications Access Policy Division (two copies, confidential) 

No. of Copies rec'd Q 1-J 
1 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.313, 54.422. List ABCDE 
2 Connect America Fund et al., WC Docket No. 10-90 et al., Protective Order, DA 15-712 rel. June 17, 2015 
(Protective Order). 47 C.F.R. § 54.313(t)(2). 
3 47 C.F.R. §§ 0.457, 0.459, 54.313(a)(l). 
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Telecommunications Advisors Since 1962 

6849 P&8Chtree Dunwoody Road 
Bldg. B-3, SU/te 200, Atlanta, GA 30328 
phone: no.569-2105, fax: no.410-1608 

54 7 South Oakview Lane 
Bountiful, UT 84010 
phone: 801-294-4576, fax: 801-294-5124 



(/sj) Your business 
is our business. 

7852 Walker Drive, Suite 200 
Greenbeff, Maryland 20770 
phone: 301-459-7590, fax: 301-577-5575 
Internet: wwwjsitel.com, e-mail: jsi@jsilel.com 

Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 

REDACTED- FOR PUBLIC INSPECTION 

June 25, 2015 
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JUN 2 ~ 2015 Federal Communications Commission 
Office of the Secretary 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

federal Communloatlo111 Commission 
Office of the Secretary 

Re: WC Docket No. 14-58 
2015 ETC Annual Report of Elsie Communications Inc. 
Study Area Code 371518 
Request for Confidentiality 

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

John Staurulakis, Inc. ("JSI"), on behalf of its client Elsie Communications Inc. 
("Company") hereby requests, pursuant to Sections 0.457 and 0.459 of the Commission's 
rules, 1 withholding from public inspection certain information contained in an attachment 
to the above referenced reporting requirement. The Company provides the following in 
support of its request, numbered consistent with the subparagraphs of Section 0.459(b ). 2 

1. The information for which the Company is seeking confidential treatment is an 
attachment to the Company's annual reporting information pursuant to Sections 
54.313 and 54.422 of the Commission's rules ("Report").3 

2. Pursuant to Section 54.313(a)(l), Rate-of-Return Eligible Telecommunications 
Carriers ("ETCs") must file with the Commission a Progress Report on its Five­
y ear Service Quality Improvement Plan ("Progress Report") which is contained 
in the attachment to the 2015 Report.4 

3. The information contained in attachment for which the Company seeks the 
withholding from public inspection is the entirety of data pertaining to the 
Company's Five-Year Plan provided at FCC Form 481 Line 112 attachment. 
Information ohhis nature is confidential commercial information routinely 
withheld from public inspection. 

I 47 C.F.R. §§ 0.457, 0.459. 
2 47 C.F.R. § 0.459(bXI) through (9). 
3 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.313, 54.422. 
4 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.313(aXI). 
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4. With respect to identifying the degree to which the subject attachment concerns 
a service that is subject to competition, the information is of a financial and 
competitive nature regarding the provision of telecommunications services. 
The Line 112 attachment contains competitively sensitive information related to 
proposed improvements or upgrades and maintenance the Company's network. 

In its March 5, 2013 Order, the FCC. The FCC specified that for rate-of-return 
carriers, the five-year plans "should describe the carrier's network improvement 
plan, which should provide greater visibility into current plans to extend broadband 
service to unserved locations in rate-of-return service territories."5 The Company' s 
Progress Report updates this information as well as provides maps and detailed 
information as to whether or not network improvement objectives were achieved at 
the wire center level. Accordingly, because the Company is a rate-of-return carrier, 
it must file Progress Reports which contain proprietary, competitively sensitive 
information related to the Company's existing network including the specific 
locations of customers as well as describe proposed improvements or upgrades and 
maintenance of its network throughout its service area. Specifically, this 
information sets forth services provided by the Company over its existing network 
including specific locations of customers as well as planned network improvement 
and maintenance for the years 2015 through 2019 including project start and 
completion dates, population that will be impacted by the improvements and 
upgrades at the wire center level and projected capital costs associated with the 
improvements and upgrades and operating costs associated with maintaining the 
network including depreciation for investments that have already been made. As 
such, this information contains competitively sensitive information related to the 
Company' s existing network as well as detailed plans at the wire center level for 
network upgrades and maintenance projected for the years 2015 through 2019. 

5. With respect to identifying possible exposure to competitive harm, the information 
contained in the Line 112 attachment is information that is not customarily released 
to the public. This information is proprietary to the Company, is unique to the 
Company's serving territory and is only known to the Company and its authorized 
agents. If the Information is not protected, it would have economic value to 
potential competitors who would be able to target their marketing to specific 
customers. In a competitive telecommunications marketplace, this type of 
information is highly sensitive. If publicly disclosed, it would enable competitors 
to craft business plans that capitalize on their knowledge of the locations of the 
Company' s customers which would place the Company at a competitive 
disadvantage. 

6. With respect to steps the Company has taken to ensure against unauthorized 
disclosure of the information contained in the attachment, the Company is filing 

5 See Connect America Fund et al., WC Docket 10-90 et al., Order, DA 13-332 (rel. Mar. 5, 2013) ("March 5, 
2013 Order') at para 9 citing Section 54.202(a) {l) (ii). 

JSI 
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the attachment under seal. The Company uses the information contained in the 
Five-Year Plan to ensure that its customers continue to receive state-of-the-art 
high quality telecommunications and broadband services that the Company has 
been providing to them for many years as well as to satisfy mandatory reporting 
requirements and does not share the information for which protection is sought. 
The Company protects the secrecy of this inf9rmation with a security protocol 
that ensures the information is not inadvertently disclosed or disseminated. 
Only directors, managers and employees with a direct need to know are 
authorized to access the information. 

7. Any previous versions of this information are not publicly available. 

8. Because the information is not routinely available, a need exists for maintaining 
the confidentiality of this information permanently. 

9. Not applicable. 

Based on the preceding, JSI respectfully requests on behalf of the Company that the 
Commission grant confidential treatment under Section 0.459 to Company's Five-Year 
Plan provided at FCC Form 481 Line 112 attachment. 

JSI 

Please contact the undersigned with any questions regarding this request. 

Sincerely, 

JJL J/}-w 
John Kuykendall 
JSI Vice President 
301-459-7590 
jkuykendall@jsitel.com 
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<OlS> Study Area Name Bl.SIB COMM., me. 

<020> Program Year 2016 Accepted I Fli8d 
<030> Contact Name: Person USAC should contact 

David Shipley 
with questions about this data 

<035> Contact Telephone Number: 866Sf26780 ext . JUR 2 5 ?O\S 
Number ot the person ldentitied in data line <030> 
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Federal CommunlcatlOI\$ Commission 
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<610> 
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(100) Service Quality Improvement Reporting 

DIUI Collection Form 

<010> Study Area Code 

<015> Study Area Name 

<020> Program Year 

<030> Contact Name • Person USAC should contact r!;iardi!!I this data 

<035> Contact Telephone Number· Number of ~rson identified In data line <030> 

<039> Contact Email Address • Email Address of person Identified in data line <030> 

<110> Has your com~any received Its ETC certification from the FCC? 
If your answer to Line <110> Is yes, do you have an existing §54.202(a) "5 

<111> year plan• filed with the FCC? 

3715 11 

BI.SIB caoc. , IllC. 

2016 

David Shi p l e y 

'"54 2'710 ext . 

d•hlple~hvalley . net 

(yes/no) U 0 
(yes/no) 0 0 

FCCForm481 

OMB Control No. 3060-0986/0MB Control No. 3060-0819 
July2013 

<112> 

If your answer to Line <111> Is yes, then you are required to file a progress 
report, on line <112> delineating the status of your company's existing § 
54.202(a) •5 year plan" on fife with the FCC, as It relates to your provision of 
voice telephony service. 

Attach Five-Year Service Quality Improvement Plan or, in subsequent years, 
your annual prorress report filed pursuant to 47 C.F.R. § 54.313(a)(1). If your company is a 
CETC which only receives frozen support, your progress report is only 

required to address voice telephony service. 
!"'''""'' ¢ ' ···- l 

Please select the appropriate responses below (Yes, No, Not Applicable) to confirm 

that the attached document(s), on line 112, contains a progress report on Its five-year 

service quality Improvement plan pursuant to §54.202(a). The information shall be 

submitted at the wlre center level or census blodt as appropriate. 

<113> Maps detailing progress towards meeting plan targets 

<114> Report how much universal service (USF) support was received 

<115> How rnudl (USF) WIS used to improY8 MMce qually Md how support WIS used to improwi seMce qualty 

<116> How rnudl (USF) was used to impro¥9 MMc:e CCMfage Md how support was used to irnpTNe service CCMfage 

<117> How much (USF) was used to imprcwe seMc8 capacity and how support was used to improve service capacity 
<118> Provide an explanation of networtc Improvement targets not met 

In the prior calendar year. 

Name of Attached Document 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Not Applicable 

Page2 
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(200) Service Outap Reportlna {Voice) 

Oltll COl!ectlon Form 

<010> Stvtfr Are• Code 

<015> Stu~Are1 Mime 

<020> PrOll'lm Yur 

371511 

ILSll COMM., I NC. 

201' 

<030> Contld NllM • Penon USAC should contlCt re11rdtn1 this dltl Davi d s h.i p l ey 

<035> ConUK:t Telephone Number · Number of person Identified In di!• line <030> 86654 26?80 ext· 

<039> Contld Em1H Address . Em1U Address of person Identified In d1t1 line <030> d•hiple~hvalley. net 

<220> <a> <b - - -- --·- ---- -·- ---
NOflS 

Refereflce Outllp Start ()Wpsmt Out-cefncl <>ut1seEnd Numbefof 
Number Dlte Time Dltl Time Customen Affected Toal Number of 

Cmtomet$ 

--
911 FICllltles 

Alfected 
(Yes/No) 

Page3 

FCCForm411 
OM8 Control No. 3060-0986/0Mll Control No. 3060-0819 
July 2013 

--- ··- - ··-
Did This Outqe 

s.rwe OUtlse Affect Multlple 
Desalptlon (Check 5'uclyAtus Service Outqe l'Nventltlwt 

111 tt.t 1DDlvl (Yes/No) Resolution l'Toadures 
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<010> Stu4fy Are. Code 371518 

<OlS> Study Arel NMM 11'.LSIB COMM . , IlfC. 

<020> Prasnm Yur 2016 

<030> ContKI Name - Penon USAC should contact r~dlnc tflls data l>•vi d $lt_iPb Y 

<03S> Contact Telephone Number - Number of person Identified In data Nne <030> 1665426780 ext . 

<039> Contact Email Addras • Emlil Address of l""SOfl ldentiffed ln data line <030> dah.ipley9gbvalley .nee 

<701> Residential local SeMce Ch1r1e Effective Date 

<702> Single State-wide Raldentlfl locll Service Charse 

1/1/201 5 

20 . 59 

P11e4 

. <.t>. ~ .• -.. ~~~ · .tt~-·- ~~- ~~;_ , _·~.;~ ~-~··:.z:.~-~£i~Jr.~~~:~J;r.~~~~1t.,·~mr~~~~:~:f:~~.'f_~~qc-:~~·;~~I%P~:J~(,;~:~~~s~~:~-':: .:· <703> 
...... ,.;,1_ 

;:/ <CC>-

sate Exchmllft (ILEC) SAC(CETCl RmteTwe 
Rtsident .. 11..c>QI 

Service R•te 

~ ........ 

sate Subsc:rtber Une Chllrp I State Unlw!MI SeMce fft 

•-.-,.a ·--· 

Mllnclmtofy Extended Ara 
SeMcm Chllrn Total per line Reta •nd F.i 
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tnlt•• ···--?!Plb~ 

,,. ---:~ 
Colldloft .... 

<010> Study me Code 371519 

<015> Study Arn NMfte l!LSIB COMM. , INC . 

<020> PrQlrwn Y- 2016 

<030> Contlld N1me • Person USAC should conttct res¥d'tn1 thl.s c!Ma David Shipley 

<035> Contact Telephone ~r- N~n1ber ofpenon Identified In dMa line <030> 
8665426780 ext . 

<039> Contlld Email Address · Emili Address of person Identified In dlta line <030> dahipleyegbvalley. net 

. ""'::!""'~. •- -:- ·-·.,- y-•"':9'. _..--...:r,"'*'1:~~-""'fli' C" · .. ~~1?.!"'~'t""~~·~- .. -..,.~·,.:-r,"'f.· "~"f-/"-~!--..J}.·'!\\~~~·~~·-~•-..-i;--, .,.."rt ._ •- -r--~ "!'.-':'fl".• <.• 
42> .. : ~. ~~ .. :'.' ... ~:~:_·.,:;,.~;-~ ,/:l~; . ....-·_ ~:.;.\~_,'. "~·'\, _'~i·r· ,<::;.:~•;•;,_ 1~J; , '. _,..1"· ~i;:1'°•io.:'1Jrt,.] • ....... ~~ . ·> "· <Ca> ,. ~1·; ,;t , 

.. · ..., .. 
<db ' <711> <al>' 

State £1CdHM1ft (ILEC) Reslden1111 Rate 
SteteRepllted 

Feft 

~--. . -
rwv1 "'"'' n;n;;,, 

Tot.I bteend Feft 

- ... 

llroeclbmnd SeMce • 
Download SpMd ,_, lrolldband Senlce • 

I u..i-i SoMCI l~I 
Usap AlloMnce 

(Gil 

UslCe Allowlnal 
Action Teken When 

Omit Ructled (Hftct I 
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· \~ ·,-:,; 

<010> Study Are. Code 371518 

<01S> Study Area N1me :n.s111: COMM. • nic. 

<020> Protnim Ye1r 2ou 

<030> Contact N1me • Person USAC should contact reg1rdln1 this data 1>avid SlllPl • Y 

<03S> Contact Telephone Number · Number of person ldentlfled In data Hne <030> uuuneo ext. 

<039> Contact EmaM Address • EmaH Address of pe1$0l'l ldentlfled In data Rne <030> dahip ley9ghva lley . net 

<810> Reportinl Carrier &l•ie COftmunic.a t ion•, Inc . 

<811> Holdlnc Company OSConne<:t Holding• , Inc:. 

<812> Operatln1 Company Sleie COlftUnieation.e, Inc. 

<813> · · -; ~~ -~~;;;·r:·,~;:!:::~:)W~~ ... ,:-·~7 · ~~~i'::: ,~~~-::~r:n~~\~~~~::-[.:~ f~~. ~!;,~ ~-{:. .,~:·~~~~~~:~~r .. G~1!0~\'"l.:r~~m;~:~Wi;e:~~?..:~:~!T;: . :·:~'!ft.~·1~;y;r 

Afflllltes SAC Dolns lustness As COmpeny or Br1nd Destan1tlon 

- see att•ched wort<shtet -
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<010> Study Area Code 371518 

<015> Stud~ Area Name ELSIE COMM., INC . 

<020> Program Year 2016 

<030> Contact Name· Person USAC should contact regarding this data David Shipley 

<035> Contact Telephone Number· Number of person Identified in data fine <030> 8665426780 ext. 

<039> Contact Email Address· Email Address of person identified in data line <030> dehipleyeghvalley. net 

<910> Tribal Land(s) on which.ETC Serves 

<920> Tribal Government Engagement Obligation I I 
If your company serves Tribal lands, please select (Yes.No, NA) for each these boxes 
to confirm the status described on the attached document(s), on line 920, 
demonstrates coordination with the Tribal government pursuant to 
§ S4.313(a)(9) includes: 

<921> Needs assessment and deployment planning with a focus on Tribal 
community anchor Institutions. 

<922> 

<923> 

<924> 

<925> 

<926> 
<927> 

<928> 

<929> 

Feasibility and sustainability planning; 

Marketing services in a culturally sensitive manner; 

Compliance with Rights of way processes 

Compliance with Land Use permitting requirements 

Compliance with Facilities Siting rules 

Compliance with Environmental Review processes 

Compliance with Cultural Preservation review processes 

Compliance with Tribal Business and Licensing requirements. 

Select 

Yes or No or 
Not Applicable 

~~'"'\,, """\;'.".;;", 

Name of Attached Document 
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~~~~~ci~·j¥1t~~~r;.::~,;f~;~~tI.: .. 
<010> Study Area Code 371518 

<OlS> Stud~ Area Name BLSIB COMM .. INC. 

<020> Program Year 2016 

<030> Contact Name • Person USAC should contact regarding this data David Shipley 

<035> Contact Telepl!()ne Number· Number of person identified in data line <030> 8665426180 ext. 

<039> Contact Email Address· Email Address of person identified in data line <030> dahiple}'99hvalley.net 

<1120> Please confirm whether terrestrial backhaul options exist within the supported area 
pursuant to§ 54.313(9) (Yes, No). 

<ll30> Please select the appropriate response (Yes. No, Not Appficable) to confirm the 
reporting carrier offers broadband service of at least 1 Mbps downstream and 256 kbps 
upstream within the supported area pursuant to§ 54.313(9). 

I I 

I I 

Pages 

Pages 



REDACTED FOR PUBLIC INSPECTION Page9 

(~1-j~:-~.W~i 
'.l;..,.1;•· :·· 

=·~=~~~~;;~,t~:{\f2~;(2;0~1~~~ 
<010> Study Area Code 371518 

<015> Study Area Name si.srs CQMM., rnc. 
<020> Program Year 2oi& 

<030> Contact Name • Person USAC should contact regarding this data oa.vid Shiplev 

<035> Contact Telephone Number· Number of person Identified in data line <030> a 66542678o ext. 

<039> Contact Email Address· Email Address of person Identified In data line <030> d•hi pleyeghvallev. ne t 

<1210> Terms & Conditions of Voice Telephony lifeline Plans 

I .,. .... ,, ... ¢. J 

<1220> link to Public Website HTTP 

•prease check these boxes below to confirm that the attached document(s), on line 1210, 

or the website listed, on line 1220, contains the required Information pursuant to 

§ S4.422(a)(2) annual reporting for ETCs receMng low-Income support, carriers must 

annually report: 

<1221> Information describing the terms and conditions of any voice 
telephony service plans offered to Lifeline subscribers, 

<1222> Details on the number of minutes provided as part of the plan, 

<1223> Additional charges for toll calls, and rates for each such plan. 

[2] 

[ZJ 

rn 

Name of Attached Document 
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<010> Study NU Code 

<015> Study NH Name 
<020> Proeram Year 

BLSIB \XW., INC. 

<030> Contact Name • Person USAC should contact reprdtn1 this dn• 2l!lT 

<035> Contact Telephone Number · Number of person ldentlfted In data Hne <030> uana wnxprey 

<039> Contact E_.. Address· Enllil Address of person Identified In dm line <030> 
000000 

'"" ex•. 
aan1p1•ywgnva11ey . nee 

Select the~ responses IMllow (Yes, No, Not Appllceble) to not. compllence 11S •recipient of l1ia et 1iental Connect AmeriC'a PhllSe I support. f-.n "WI Cost support, Hllfl Cott Mipport to offwt eccess dillrp reductions, •nd 
Connect Ameflai l'hw 11supportnMtforthIn47 en t 5U1J(b).(c).(d),(e). The lnfom.tlon reported on ttlls fonn MCI In the documents Mtadled below Is eccur.te. 

lncnmental ConMCt Ameflai "'8Je I~ 
<2010> 2nd Ye.r Certlftc.tlon {47 Cfll § S4.313(b){l)i) 

<20111> 3rd Year Certlflcftlon {47 CFR § S4.313(b){l)ii) 

<2011b> Attachment {47 CFR § S4.313(b)(1}ii} 

P'rtce Cap c.mer ~Frozen Support Certlfbtlon (47 CF1t t 54.312(•)} 
<2012> 2013 Froten Support Calculftlon {47 CFR § 54.313(c){1)) 
<2013> 2014 Frozen Support C.lallftlon {47 CFR § 54.313(c)(2)) 
<2014> 2015 Frozen Support C.lcut.tlon {47 CFR § 54.313{c)(3)) 
<2015> 2016 and future Frozen Support Calculation {47 CFR § 54.313(c)(4)} 

<2016> 

Price Cap C.rrlet' Connect Ameflai ICC Support (47 CFll t 54.31J(d)} 
Certification Support Used to Build Broadband 

Connect Ameflai l'hase II 1tepon1111 (47 CRt t SUUC•I} 
3rd year 8roadNnd Service Certification 
5th yelf Broadband SeNloe Certification 
Interim Procress Certlflmlon 

F I 

I ...... .... J 
Name of Attached Ooalmont(s) """'I •tcauno ,........,..._ 

I - -I 

I -·--·I 

<2017> 
<2018> 
<2019> 

<2020> Please check the box to conflrm that the attached document(s). on line 2021,contains the required Information ( I 
pursuant to§ 54.313 (e)(3}(11), as a recipient of CAF Phase II support shall provtde the number, names, and 
addresses of community anchor institutions to which began providing access to broadband service in the 
preceding calendar year. 

<2021> Interim Procress Community Anchor Institutions I- -m I 
b s IU:!L!SIC:==zt .• IU:C::: a :c:::s u::= ... cc: Nal'M ot Attac:ned OOCUfMnttt1 ,.,,,.~ n~-. -""'m.'--' 

Page 10 



<010> StudyAl'e•_Co<k -32lcSU 
<OlS> Study Ina N- __ lll.Sll_ _COMM_._~_me_,_ 

<020> p_~Year 2016 

<030> c-.ct N-• PtnOft llSAC should COfttad roprdllllthls_clato ____________ _Da_y_id__ShiP).ey_ 
<03S> c-.ctT~"""""'·~et--ldefttlllodllldmh<OJO> 8665'26780 ext. 
<03'> c-.ctE,...Address·EmoMAddTusof-~_lll_d.ullrlo_~ __ dahiD1"-~lilaY_.net. 

OlfCICIM bolo.s ..._to_~ on lllflw_ ....... ~ ...... l....-to47Cl'lt f 54JOZ(ll)} Md. forpriwlrtlly-c:enlon,---~ -the.llMftclel ~ ,......_Mtf"'11111147 
Oii t 5UU(fl(Z~ 1 lwther~htthe ""°""""°'-'" ontNI'-""'"'the-at*'*l Mlow It-. 

I ,,, ... "."" .... I 
N•me of Atta<Md Documeot Lbtlftc l\equlrod lnfom11tlon 

(3010} '-!t.,..non5Y••-
Mlle>t.,.. C4rtlflcatlon (47 Cf11 § SOU(f)(l)(Q} 

Please check this box lo confifm that the atteched document(•). on line 3012 cont9in8 the teqUlred lnfonnation punuent lo 
(3011} § S4.313 (1)(1)(M}, the '*l'lersNll pnwide the number,-· end ed<hsses of community 8nChor Institutions towhk:h began 

providing eceess to broedbend ~in the ~ ~r ywr. rn 

(30121 community Anchor Institutions {'7 CFR t S4.3U(l}{l}(llJ} 

(3013} Is your compony • Pri¥ately !Mid llOlt C.rrior {47 Cf1I t S4.313(fl(2)) 

(3014) If yes, does your company Ille the ftUS """""'report 

371518ne3012 .pdf 

"- Attach.cl Documtnt Llstlftc Required lnl 

(Yes/Ho) 
(Y.,/No} ~~ 

PteeM check.,_ bol<ee to confirm lhM the 8ll8ched doeument(a), on liM 3017, cont9in8 IM required lnfomletlon pwsun lo§ 54.313(1)(2} complienee ~: 

(3015} Electron le copy of thtlt annual ft US rtl>Ofl• (O,.ratlne ft•port for ID 
r-..ications i!onowenl 

(30161 Oocumen1(s) lot Balerw:e SMet Income SUrtement end StAltement of Cesh Flows Ir:] 

'"'" ''"-•mM'""" _ _. __ .u_ 
1 I report ....... required~ 

(3018} If tht mponst is no on Moe 3014, Is your company oud11ecl7 

If the "'"'°""' byes on llfte 3018, pleaM d>tc:k the bo>les bt4ow to 
<0nflrm your sul><nlsaon, on llfte 3026 purwaot tot 54.313(1)(2). contains 

> r 12 .; t __ __ ;-__ J,_ L ~ -~·~-
Name Of Attidlid OOalrntnt usunc f\equ!R'a mlVfmlmDn tl"::'\..r'\ 

(Yes/Ho}~ 

(3019} t-acopyofthelraud11edflll-ot~ or(2)a-report loa-~toftUSOpefatlllc~forT- rn 
(3020) Oocument(s) for Betance SMet Income s~ end s-nt of Cesh flow! rn 
(3021} MMagement letter and ult opinion iSMd bot the lndlpendtnt eeitlfted Pldc ICCXIUlltant 11111 pe!fclmed the company's tnancial audit rn 

lftht-st is noon ltM3018,.,.....dltdthe-.below 
to confirm"°"' s.-s1on. on llne 3026 pursuontto § S4.3U(f)(2}, 
contains: 

(3022} Copyofthelrfi..,..ial-whlch has- subject to -by an ....__t C<tftlfttd pubic --t; 0<2} ·-report Ill• -·--to RUS Opefatlftc RepoitforT-•lcatioM 

D 
Borrowers, _..., 

(30231 U~lll- subjtctedtoa-byan llldt!>t-certllled 1-...J 

~- ~ (3024} Underlylnc illfo<- wbjtcted to an oflkorurtlflcotlon. ID 
(3025} Oocumenl(s) for Betence sneet. Income S1atement Ind Statement ofj' •""mw.r.Flow!-..-------------------

371518ne3026 .pdf 0 

(3026} Attach tht - lbtilll required lllfO<Mltlon 

11._o( Attad*l Oocurntftt lbtlns R~hi-

Pacen 

Patell 



<010> StvdyArHCGM 371518 
<01S> Stvdy- N- 1!1.Sll_~,_DIC~ 

<020> ~~------------- ---------- 201g 
<030> CofltKtN-·-USACshouldCO!ltadrepnfll'Cthtsdlb David Shiol•Y 
<03S> CofltKtTelophoMN..-.-btr~_id"'!t~ _lft_dlb_lne_<0_30)> ___ 8665U6780 ext. 
<039> CofltKt (_. Addfus • E-Acldfeu of-ideftttned lft data liM <030> d.hiDl.,V<lahvall"v. n,.t. 

Flmlndll 0.bl Su111m1ry 

(3027) Revenue 

(3028) Operating Expenses 

(3029) Net Income 

(3030) Telephone Plant In Servic:e(TPIS) 

I 

I 

(3031) Total Assets 

(3032) Total Debt 

(3033) Total Equity 

(3034) Dividends 

- I 

I 

H-of Attached Document ListlnC ftoquftd lnforrnotlon 

f>oce12 

,.,.12 



REDACTED FOR PUBLIC INSPECTION 
Pase U 

<010> Study Area Code 371518 

<015> Study Area Na me BJ..SIE: ~., INC. 

<020> Pr nimYear 

<030> Contact Name - Person USAC should contact rgardlng this data David Shipley 

<035> Contact Telephone Number - Number of f!rson Identified in dota line <030> 8665426780 ext . 

<039> Contact Email Address· Email Address of f!rson identified in data line <030> dohip leyegbvalley . net 

TO BE COMPLETED BY THE REPORTING CARRIER, IF THE REPORTING CARRIER IS FILING ANNUAL REPORTING ON ITS OWN BEHALF: 

C.rtlflaltlon of Officer as to the Acalracy of the Oat. Reported for the Annual Reporttna for CAF or U Recipients 

I cartlfy that 1..,. lft ofllcer of die NpOrtlne CMrW; lllJ mpoomblllles Include_., die~ of die 8Muel repclftlolc ,......_..for ................. •pport 
~;-.to the best of"''.._.._., the lnformetloft report9d Oft this torm •1141111 MJ ~ts la ICQlntt. 

Name of Reportirc Carrier: 

Siornat1Ke of Authorized Offieer: O.tr 

Printed namr of Authoriled Officer: 

llitle or position of Authorized Officer: 

lreleohone number of Authori?ed Officer: 

Studv Area Code of fleportin1 Carrier: Fllln1 Due Date for this form: 

Person.s willfully ma kine ~lse statomonts on thl• form can be punished by fine orforfoltu,.. under tho Communications Act of 1934, 47 U.S.C. ff 502, S03(b), or fine or imprisonment 
under Title 18 of tho United Silt!•• Codo, 18 U.S.C. § 1001. 

PageU 



REDACTED FOR PUBLIC INSPECTION 
Pace 14 

<010> Stud Are• Code 371518 

<OlS> Study Area Name Bl.SIB COMM., INC. 

<020> Pr m Yeor 2016 

<030> Contact Name - Penon USAC should contact reprdirc this data David Shipley 

<03S> Contact Te lephone Number - Number of person identified in data line <030> 8665426780 ext. 

<039> Contact Email Address - Email AddrHS of person Identified in data line <030> dohipleyeghval ley. net 

TO BE COMPLETED BY THE REPORTING CARRIER, IF AN AGENT IS FILING ANNUAL REPORTS ON THE CARRIER'S BEHALF: 

Certification of Officer to Authorize en Acent to Fiie An-I Reports for CAF or U Recipients on Behel of Reportlnl terrier 

I c.c1lfy - (Name of Ag9nt) Dee Dee !d!ns•n§~lsu 11 autllo<tad to submit the Information ropot19d on behalf of Ille reporting cani.r. I 
~ e.rllfy- I am an olficer of Ille reporting can1er; l'fff .-..ponslbllitl" Include enounng Ille aecurKy of Ille annual dl1a reportlno requlremento ptO'ilded to Ille~ 
laeen1; - · to Ille -· of"" knowledge, the tepOf1I - dlt8 pnwlded to the ...ihottzed 199nt Is .c:cum.. 

~1me of Authori2ed Aftnt: Dee Dee Longenecker 

N1me of Reoortinl! Carrier: BLSIB COHH., INC:. 

l<;i.n.ture of Authorized Officer: C:BRTIPJEO 01/LINB Dote: 06/24 /2015 

Printed nome of Aulhorlied Officer: David Shipley 

!Title or oosltlon of Authorized Officer: Vice Pruident 

ITelenhnno. number of Authorized Officer: 8665426780 ext. 

Studv Area Code of Ren<Yti"" Carrier: 371518 Flllnl! Due Date for thb form: 07/01/2015 

Persons willfully making 11151 statemtnts on this form con be punw..d by fine or forfeiture under the Communlcotions Act of 1934, 47 U.S.C. H 502. 503(b), or fine or imprioonment 
und.-Title 18ofthe United State• Code, 18U.S.C. §1001. 

TO BE COMPLETED BY THE AUTHORIZED AGENT: 

Certification of A,ent Authorized to Fite Ann1111I Reports for CAF or LI Recipients on Bellelf of Reportlnc terrier 

1. •• qent for the reporting ctnter, ctrtlfy lhM I • m 1Ulhortzed to submit the anl\11tl reports ~ universal se<Ylce support recipients on beht" of the rtportlng carrier; I have provklecl 
the dltt reported herein basad on dlta prollicled by Ille rtportlng canler; •nd, to die best of my knowledge, tfle Information reported herein Is accurtte. 

Neme of Reportinl! Carrier: BJ.SIB COMM . , INC:. 

Neme of AuthorUed Aaent or Emol~ of Aaent: Dee Dee LOngenecker 

l<ion.ture of Authorized A<rent or Emnl"""" of A<rent: C:BRTlPIEO ONLINE Date: 06124/2015 

Printed name of Authorized Aftnt or Em"""'- of A<rent: Dee Dee Longenecker 

Tltle or oosltlon of Authorized .Acent or E"""""-of Attnt Hanaqer - R""'-'latorx Aftaire 

Tele""'- number of Authorized A<lent or E""""'- of Allent: 5123380473 ext. 

lstudv Arel~ of Re-11nl Carrier: 371518 fitinl! Due Dita for this form: 07/0J/201~ 
~ - - --

PerJOns willfully maklnc false statemenu on this form can be punw..d by fine or forfe~u,. un<Mr the Communlcotions Act of 1934, 47 U.S.C. ff 502. 503(b), or fine or lmp<ioonment under Ule 
18 of the U•led States Code, 18 U.S.C. § 1001. 

Page 14 
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Attachments 



REDACTED - FOR PUBLIC INSPECTION 

ATTACHMENT- LINE 112 

Five-Year Network Improvement Plan and 
Progress Report 

ATTACHMENT REDACTED IN ENTIRETY 



REDACTED FOR PUBLIC INSPECTION 

ELSIE COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

STUDY AREA CODE 371518 

RESPONSE TO LINE 510 - SERVICE QUALITY ST AND ARDS 

AND CONSUMER PROTECTION RULES COMPLIANCE 
(Voice and Broadband) 

In establishing this certification in its 2005 ETC Order,' the FCC found that an ETC must 

make "a specific commitment to objective measures to protect consumers." 2 The FCC found that 

for wireless ETCs, compliance with CTIA's Consumer Code for Wireless Service would satisfy 

this requirement and that the sufficiency of other commitments would be considered on a case-

by-case basis. 3 In this context, the FCC stated, "to the extent a wireline or wireless ETC applicant 

is subject to consumer protection obligations under state law, compliance with such laws may meet 

our requirement."4 

Elsie Communications, Inc. ("Elsie") hereby certifies that its voice service complies with 

applicable service quality standards and consumer protection rules. Elsie complies with consumer 

protection obligations under Nebraska state law. Specifically, Nebraska Consumer Protection Act, 

Nebraska Revised Statute§ 59-1601, and the Nebraska Uniform Deceptive Trade Practices Act, 

1 Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service, CC Docket No. 96-45, Report and Order, FCC 05-46 (rel. Mar. 
17, 2005) ("2005 ETC Ordd'). 

2 Id. at para. 28. 

3 Id. The FCC noted that under the CTIA Consumer Code, wireless carriers agree to: "{I) disclose rates and terms of 
service to customers; (2) make available maps showing where service is generally available; (3) provide contract 
terms to customers and confirm changes in service; (4) allow a trial period for new service; (5) provide specific 
disclosures in advertising; (6) separately identify carrier charges from taxes on billing statements; (7) provide 
customers the right to terminate service for changes to contract terms; (8) provide ready access to customer service; 
(9) promptly respond to consumer inquiries and complaints received from government agencies; and (10) abide by 
policies for protection of consumer privacy." Id. at n. 71. 

4 Id. at n. 72. 



REDACTED FOR PUBLIC INSPECTION 

Nebraska Revised Statute § 87-301. The Consumer Protection Act outlaws unfair methods of 

competition and unfair or deceptive acts or practices in the conduct of any trade of commerce. The 

Uniform Deceptive Trade Practices Act enumerates particular trade practices that violate the 

statute and prohibits unconscionable acts or practices by a supplier in connection with a consumer 

transaction. 

Elsie also complies with the Nebraska Administrative Code, Title 291 Nebraska Public 

Service Commission, Chapter 5 Telecommunications Rules and Regulations. These obligations 

include, but are not limited to, the following: (1) filing a Local Exchange Tariff which discloses 

rates, and terms and conditions of service to customers (2) adherence to Quality of Service 

Standards, (3) conforming to Customer Billing standards and ( 4) addressing Customer Complaints. 

Elsie submits annually to the Nebraska Public Service Commission data pertaining to Complaints 

(§ 009.04A4) and Consumer Protection/Service Quality Standards(§ 009.04A5). 

Elsie is also subject to federal truth-in-billing requirements, has implemented CPNI and 

Red Flag Rules policies, and is complying with other applicable federal and state requirements 

governing the protection of customers' privacy. 

Elsie is subject to consumer protection obligations for broadband services under federal 

law. These obligations include, but are not limited to, the following: public disclosure of accurate 

information regarding network management practices, performance, and commercial terms of 

broadband internet access services; as a means of providing sufficient information for consumers 

to make informed choices regarding use of such services, and for content, application, service and 

device providers to develop, market, and maintain internet offerings as specified in F.C.C. 47 

C.F.R. Part 8 §8.3. The Company furthermore will comply with all requirements set forth in the 

2015 Open Internet Order when it becomes effective. 



REDACTED FOR PUBLIC INSPECTION 

ELSIE COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

STUDY AREA CODE 371518 

RESPONSE TO LINE 610-ABILITY TO FUNCTION IN EMERGENCY SITUATIONS 

(Voice and Broadband) 

Elsie Communications, Inc. ("The Company") hereby certifies that it is able to function in 

emergency situations as set forth in §54.20l(a)(2).1 The Company's voice and broadband network 

is designed to remain functional in emergency situations without an external power source, is able 

to reroute traffic around damaged facilities, and is capable of managing traffic spikes resulting 

from emergency situations as required by Section 54.202(a)(2). The Company can change call 

routing translations as needed to reroute traffic around damaged facilities. Changing call routing 

translations will also allow the Company to manage traffic spikes throughout its network, as 

emergency situations require. 

Specifically, each central office building is supplied with standby generators and battery 

back-up that enable the central office to keep running until power is restored so long as fuel is 

available, or until system changes are made to reroute traffic. The Company has battery back-up 

at all office locations and in its electronic equipment sites. The Company's standby generators and 

battery back-up equipment support both voice and broadband network equipment in the event of 

an emergency situation. The length of run time is determined by the equipment serving the area 

and the number of customers supported by the equipment. 

Section 54.201(a)(2) requires ETCs that are designated by the Commission to "demonstrate its ability to remain 
functional in emergency situations, including a demonstration that it has a reasonable amount of back-up power 
to ensure functionality without an external power source, is able to reroute traffic around damaged facilities, and 
is capable of managing traffic spikes resulting from emergency situations." 
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.-

<010> Study AIH Code 37151' 

<015> Study Alu Name ELSIE C019'1 . ~ DIC . 

<020> PrQlram Year 2016 

<030> Cont.ct Neme - Person USAC should contact r~r<ll_na this .data David Shipley 

<035> Cont.ct Telephone Numbef · Number of person Identified In data line <030> 8'6542'780 ext . 

<039> Cont.ct Email Address • Emili Address of penon Identified In data line <030> chhip l e}'9gbva lley. net 

<701> Residential Local 5ef'vlce Charge Effective o.ie 

<702> Single St.ie-wide Resldentlal local Service Charge 

1 / 1 / 201 5 

20.59 

<703> 

.,..:I 
·~~··T 

• ;~-... · • .r., .. 

.~1>· · 
... - ~,..,.., . ..,_,,,, . .,.,.-,~·r.-"•.,...,. .•. ~~"\'l'~,..,.. y '$;;: t• ~ ~ ,,.,,..........,-.,..w,:·-=-•"TI""'"~"''"'""""1""''""'"'~='°'~.,..,.,.,,, •. _, .....,,.,,...........,..., ,,,,....., .,_,,,,. •·• ~ . .,,..,. '""~ ...;_4';.l ._11 , .·, '~ ', ·~ .. w- ; .. s .•. l\v,~-~.!.ti:~~\f~'-~.t .. N~·. ·'17\~l( ~,vc.d· wrt·~(l,~'!f'\· :ir ..-:' .~ ... -*·'b.:'"r/"'i.;Jt:.',·~f'-=t·:s..,,,}.:.:~r.: 1w~4.vi·~~r.~1· - ~:_:;.·~~" .. '"'· -- . ·'Z'(v7:!'~~•···· · '" .. ,. ·, ., • , ;.~ ·i, .... _ .• ..,. .... ~r':·'"'~ 

'9''r . _1·, Li~ ;:,~ __ ·::..:,. ,..:l~·~~; - •:.?'..'·C: ... '°S_•m.':'.'.~.~\. _ c~.:,_\'1_ ~ ..._.u:..;1....i. _ :~: _!o:!_f _," ., 1 ·--~~'-' -·-~ - ~;:i_·.L.__~_it: ._li.~~ • ....d.J..'_~~~.l;:-~_.~.~;~11...,..£,;:';°_~:~"::.._..1__,:it_ ".;;;\ .. ' _ _4.(. ,.~..-. \~,.r:~'. · \," ··~· - · :~ >- \ .• . ,, • . 1·;"' 

Stat• Excha ... {ILEC) 

NB All 
SAC (CETC) I Rate TYM 

FR 

Resldentilil LOClll 
SetvlceRate 

19 . 25 

Stlite Subscriber Une Cham I State Unlwrsal SeMee Fee 

o.o I 1. 34 

Mlondatol'y Enended Aro 
SetvlceCharp 

0 . 0 

Total per llne R•tes •ncl Fee 

20 . 59 
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~~~~~B~1~~~rill ~:,q,·~~~~~{~' 
<010> St\ACly Area Code 371518 

<015> Study Area Name !!LSI! COMM , , INC. 

<020> Program Year 2016 

<030> Contact Name • Person USAC should contact regarcrmc this data David Shipley 

<035> Contact Teleptione Number · Number of penon ldent!Md In data line <030> 8665426780 ext. 

<039> Contact Email Address · Email Address of person Identified In data line <030> danipleyttgnvall.,y_. net 

<711> 
...... ~~"""""'~-~"·~ ~-·----~"'""""'·---~"~"'~"~D-~~~~-~~~r~'""""""°'"~-~·.,.....,~,..~"""-N"""'"""...---··,...,.· -··-·- ·· ·----·..-.... ·· ·1>. " "".;;..· ... ,..,~,, '·'• ... .... •.:c"'<!'·\·"; .,~~~--~Ai · · ·. ·".-"."·~>'1"- ' "'"'~.-'"' .. ''.)ii·. 'i'!) . . ~. · · '• .... ·'''. • • . " · •. •. ~ ·- . · . ,,.rr.:.;:;. '' .. '.'"'c~.;;. "."· -..- · · ~ '"··•.tl;'\-..,,,,,.,_,.,c.~'::~~i>.'··,•o:tr.'~ ... .. ·-.>,·-·.·•·. ;. · , ·< ·•··• ~ • • · .. . q . !s; -~~.;,,._.::~-..::·~~~--~-~,.., :"'.i.._·J~,,. '.- ~rt~~:~·- ~ . ·~ ·~~ · -~·.}:; ·· · .·. ~~~-"'·'_ 41 ~1r • ._,, _ _:._ _, ~''~'i..:J:e~L~:.::.!t~~D ___ d,~~~Ni.'.'l"~.~···'"~-.,. .' ... :1.,.-..;~.~~~J.:.:st.,,~~-" ~<_,-.,-•·.;A:.~ i~; . .t.!~··- ··.~-

State 1 Exchance (ILEC) I Resldentllll I = Reaulated I Total Rates I Bl'Olldb9nd Service· Broadband Service Usage Allowance Usage Allowance 

Rate and Fees Download Speed Upload Speed (Mbps) (GB) Action Taken 
(Mbps) When Umit Reached {select} 

co Bloie 89. 95 0.0 89.95 s.o 1.0 9'9999.0 
Other. no data allowance 

co Bl •ie 
98.9 0.0 88.9 5.0 1.0 999999 . 0 

Other, no data allowance, Bundled Rate 
• $1. 05 saving• 

co lleie 
109. 95 0.0 109. 95 10 .0 2.0 999999 . 0 

Other. no data allowance 

co Blole 
98 . 9 0.0 98.9 10.0 2.0 

Other, no cs.a ta allowance, Bundled RAte 
999999 . 0 • $11. 75 aaving• 
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<010> Study Ar9 Code )71518 

<015> Study Area Name ILSll COllM . , IllC. 

<020> Procram Year 2016 

<030> Contact Name - Person USAC should contact recardln1 this data David Shipley 

<035> Contact Telephone Number - Number of person Identified In data line <030> 8665,26780 ext. 

<039> Contact Email Address - Email Address of person Identified In data line <030> dohipleyeghvalley . net 

<810> Reportlns Carrier l l eie Comamication• , lnc . 

<811> Hold~ny OSConnect Holdlnge, Inc. 

<812> O~ins CQ!llPlny Slele Coamunicat lona, Inc. 

<813> ::.~·\ . ~.~:~-:~.~:-~::· ~;~.'/:."'~7\~~t:f;~t:;r~;~· .. ·~·~r~~G.~~...,,~~,;r-.~~·:~~~~~;·~/~·q;~'~~l~{!'~t ~;..~+;;\"~.l=~-r~~~~91i;.~ :~~~~r-~A:;·-~·.:~:-;;;,::._~~:i~·~~rT:~.·:-;;·..r·'·~~~.~ii:~~liW~r~e;· ·"';?-·~~·,._t·_::--,/~•~~,_;:~· 

Afflllates SAC Dotnc Business As Company or llltand Deslplatlon 

The Rye Telephone Company 4'2203 

Telcom Suooly, Inc. 
S&A Teleohone Comoanv Inc. '11829 

Waverlv Hall Teleohone Comoanv 220392 

Dalton Teleohone Company 371518 

Golden West Telecommunications 391659 

Horrv Telephone Cooperative 240528 

Farmers Teleohone Coooerative 250290 

Brazoria Teleohone Comnanv 442 040 

Dickey Rural Teleohone Cooperative 381611 Dickey Rural Networks 
South Park Teleohone Comoanv 462195 

Livinaston Teleohone Comoanv 442107 LivCom 
CableCo, LLC ghValley Long Distance, ghValley.net 
S&A Communications. Inc. 
Waverly Hall Communications. Inc. 
Dalton Telecommunications. Inc. 
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Elsie Communications, Inc. 

Study Area Code: 371518 

Rates, Terms and Conditions for Lifeline Service 

(Response to Form 481, Line 1210) 

Local exchange service rates and charges as specified below are for basic local exchange 
service, including Tone Dialing Service, and facilities only. The rates for other ancillary 
services not specifically shown below are presented in Elsie Communications, Inc.'s tariffl:s) 
on file with the Nebraska Public Service Commission. Unless otherwise specified, the rates 
and charges quoted below are for a period of one month, payable in advance and provide 
unlimited flat rate calling within the local exchange calling scope. 

Residential Local Exchange Access Line Rates:0)(2) 

Res. EAS 
Exchan2e Name R-1 Rate Char2e 

Elsie $ 19.25 $ -

<1> Above listed fees do not include mandatory taxes, fees and surcharges, including, but not limited to 
Nebraska Universal Service Fund charges, 9-1-1 fees, and municipal franchise fees. 

<2> Qualified Lifeline customers are eligible for Lifeline credits or discounts as outlined in the attached Lifeline 
tariff. 



NE~RASKA ~UB.LIC SERVICE COMMI~<{~ED FOR PUBLIC INSP~~~RAL EXCHANGE TA~F 
Elsie Communications, Inc. Section 3 

gth Revised Sheet I 
Cancels 7th Revised Sheet I 

3. LOCAL SERVICES 

3.1 Local Exchange Telephone Service - Basic Service Rates 

These monthly rates apply to all subscribers of the Company. This rate covers the 
provision of network access to a local customer location, and entitles the customer to 
local calls (without toll charge) to all local stations connected to a central office of the 
exchange, or to all local extended local service area where comprised of more than one 
exchange. Touchtone dialing capability is included. Service may be temporarily (N) 
suspended at the customer's request under a Number Reserve Rate. (N) 

The following rates apply to all customers for basic local exchange service within the 
exchange of Elsie: 

Business Access Line 
Residence Access Line 

Monthly Rate 
$29.95 
$19.25 

3.1 I Lifeline Service 

The Lifeline Service (Lifeline) program, sponsored by the FCC, is a program 
Designed to maintain and preserve universal service by providing a reduction in 
the price of basic residential local exchange service to qualifying low-income 
customers. 

a. General 
1. Lifeline is a federally funded reduction of the subscriber line charge 

(SLC) and a reduction of local service charges. Eligible applicants will 
Receive a reduction of $9.25 on their local telephone bill. 

(a) Lifeline customers will also receive additional Lifeline Service 
reductions in intrastate local service of $3.50. 

2. Local service for Lifeline customers may not be disconnected for non­
payment of toll charges. 

(a) Toll Restriction Service will be provided to Lifeline customers 
at no charge. 

(b) Lifeline customers are not required to accept Toll Restriction 
Service as a condition to avoid disconnection of local service 
for non-payment of toll. 

(c) Lifeline customers are not required to pay a deposit in order to 
obtain local service if the customer voluntarily elects installation 
of Toll Restriction Service. 

3. Partial payments from Lifeline customers will be applied first to local 
service charges and then to toll charges. 

Issued: December 22, 2014 Effective: January I, 2015 

David Shipley, General Manager 
Elsie Communications, Inc., Elsie, Nebraska 



<> • °'" ·~ <CU •~.--- ~~ .... -~> O · ·-· -- .. ----·-----·----

NE~RASKA ~UB.LIC SERVICE COMMI~~qlt'TED FOR PUBLIC INSPP~ EXCHANGE TA~F 
Elsie Commumcations, Inc. Section 3 

b. 

I" Revised Sheet 2 
4. Lifeline customers will not be denied re-establishment of service on the 

basis that the customer was previously disconnected for non-payment 
of toll charges. 

5. Lifeline will not be furnished on a Foreign Exchange service 
arrangement. 

Eligibility Requirements 
I. Lifeline will be provided for one (I) telephone line per household, at 

the customer's principal place of residence who have only one local 
exchange access line to his/her residential premises or dwelling place1

• 

Verification of this requirement will be through a certification. 
2. Applicant has not been claimed as a dependant for Federal Income Tax 

purposes, unless the applicant is more than sixty (60) years old. 

3. Show that he/she is currently a recipient of benefits from one of the 
following public assistance programs or meets the income based 
eligibility criteria: 

-Federal Public Housing Assistance 
-Food Stamps 

-Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) 
-Medicaid 
-Supplemental Security Income (SSI) 

(T) 

(T) 
(T) 

-National School Lunch Program (N) 
-Temporary Assistance for Needy Families 

-Income Based: Household gross monthly income that does not 
exceed 135% of the Federal Poverty Guidelines. (N) 

Individuals choosing this option must obtain and provide to the 
Company a copy of a valid identification card or the appropriate 
documents that are issued to them by the agency administering 
the program. 

c. Certification 

I. The customer will certify eligibility for Lifeline Service. Recertification 
is required annually, at any time the qualifying criteria for the customer 
Changes, or upon request by Company. 

(T) 
(N) 

The customer cannot receive Lifeline support from multiple providers. (N) 

Recipients of Lifeline Service must notify the Company when they no 
Longer qualify for Lifeline Service. Upon receipt of the notification, the 
Telephone Company will discontinue Lifeline Service. 

1 A residential premises or dwelling place is the location where a custoqier resides, even if such residential premises or dwelling place is only a 
single room. Lifeline will not be provided if the customer has access to other local exchange telephone service within the residential premises or 
dwelling place, provided/owned by himself/herself or owned/provided by others. If, however, in can be determined by the Telephone Company 
that access to other existing local exchange telephone service owned/provided by others is virtually denied, or is inaccessible to the customer, 
then Lifeline Service will be provided. 

Issued: March 29, 201 2 Effective: April 2, 2012 

David Shipley, General Manager 
Elsie Communications, Inc., Elsie, Nebraska 
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If the Company discovers that conditions exist that disqualify the 
recipient of Lifeline Service, local service will be billed at the full rate. 
The customer will be billed retroactively either to the date Lifeline 
Service commenced or the date the recipient no longer qualified for the 
service, not to exceed 12 months. 

3.12 Telecommunications Relay System CTRS) 

Enables deaf, hard-of-hearing, or speech impaired persons who use Text 
Telephone (TT) or similar devices to communicate freely with the hearing 
population not using TT and vice versa. A customer will be able to access the 
state provider to complete such calls. The Company shall add the surcharge to 
each subscriber's local telephone bill. 

Pursuant to Neb.Rev.St. §86-313, the Commission shall determine a surcharge 
on each telephone subscriber to fund the TRS. Such charge may be adjusted on 
July 1 of each year. The surcharge is -used to fund the TRS and the Nebraska 
Specialized Telecommunications Equipment Program for the coming year. The 
surcharge shall be billed to each access line in Nebraska. The surcharge shall 
only be collected on the first one hundred telephone access lines per subscriber. 

Per Access Line 
Monthly Charge 

$0.02 (R) 

3.13 Nebraska Universal Service Fund (NUSF) 

Issued: June 20, 2014 

On January 13, 1999, the Nebraska Public Service Commission authorized the 
implementation of the Nebraska Universal Service Fund to ensure that all 
customers in Nebraska have access to affordable basic telephone service in a 
competitive market. 

The Nebraska Public Service Commission established a new surcharge to fund 
The Nebraska Universal Service Fund. All customers of retail services in 
Nebraska will pay the monthly surcharge, which will be based on a percentage 
of their basic local service, in state long-distance charges, and any optional 
services. 

Effective: July 1, 2014 

David Shipley, General Manager 
Elsie Communications, Inc., Elsie, Nebraska 
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Elsie Communications, Inc. 

Study Area Code: 371518 

Response to Line 3010-Milestone Certification (47 CFR §54.313(f)(l)(i)) 

Elsie Communications, Inc. hereby certifies that throughout 2014, it took reasonable steps 

to provide upon reasonable request broadband service at actual speeds of at least 4 Mbps 

downstream/I Mbps upstream, and currently, it is taking reasonable steps to provide upon 

reasonable request actual speeds of at least 10 Mbps downstream/I Mbps upstream broadband 

service at with latency suitable for real-time applications, including Voice over Internet Protocol, 

and usage capacity that is reasonably comparable to comparable offerings in urban areas and that 

requests for such service are met within a reasonable amount of time. If a request for broadband 

service at actual speeds of at least I 0 Mbps downstream/I Mbps upstream is unreasonable, and 

offering broadband service at actual speeds of at least 4 Mbps downstream/I Mbps upstream is 

reasonable, the Company offers broadband service at actual speeds of at least 4 Mbps 

downstream/I Mbps upstream. 
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Elsie Communications, Inc. (SAC 371518) 

Response to Line 3012 - List of Community Anchor Institutions to Which the ETC Newly 

Began Providing Service 

The FCC's USFIICC Transformation Order requires a listing of community anchor 

institutions1 to which the ETC newly began providing broadband service. In 2014, as Appendix C 

to its original Five-Year Network hnprovement Plan, Elsie Communications, Inc. ("ECI") 

provided a list of all community anchor institutions to which it provided broadband service. Since 

that time, ECI has not begun providing any additional community anchor institutions with access 

to broadband service. Therefore, for calendar year 2014, ECI has no additional community anchor 

institution information to report. 

The FCC has defined community anchor institutions in Section 54.5 of its Rules as "schools, libraries, health 
care providers, community colleges, other institutions of higher education, and other community support organizations 
and entities." 
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ATTACHMENT - LINE 3026 

ATTACHMENT REDACTED IN ENTIRETY 


