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Current retransmission consent rules serve the interest of networks and affiliate 

broadcasters and should be reformed to promote blackout-free negotiation and prevent 

broadcasters from demanding high fees from MVPDs that viewers ultimately pay. PK has 

submitted proposals which aim to resolve retransmission consent issues, and bring about fairer 

results in negotiations. Also, PK believes issues raised by Mediacom deserve close examination, 
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and the outcomes they seek can be achieved via incorporation of over-the-air availability into the 

good faith standard. If these changes are implemented, consumers will benefit from a lack of 

infuriating blackouts, and MVPDs and broadcasters will benefit from quicker, cleaner, and fairer 

negotiations. Moreover, these changes would satisfy the Commission’s duty to protect 

consumers and regulate retransmission consent in the public interest.  
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